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Giving up! Pink feces all round 
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Ran deep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

Steven Norris, the former min-, 
ister of transport and chief 
election strategist in London for . 
the Tories, has said that he is 
prepared to work with a Labour 
administration under Tony 
Blair... 

Mr. Norris, who described 
Tony Blair as “it nice chap” if a 
little top “Draconian”, sard; “If 
the present polls continue, 
through to the election - and I 
am fighting tost op them - then 
Britain wiQ vrake up to a Labour 
government.” 

“With the advent of the next' 
government it is important to re- 
member that you have to offer 
the party in power - Conserv- 
ative, asi.hopk or Labour -new 
solutions,” he said in an exclu- 
sive interview with The Inde- 
pendent ' 

-De^piie being famed for 
putting-down his Labour peers 
at the despatch box. Mr Norris 
is quick to praise bs opposite 
numbers. ‘‘I may disagree with 
Andrew'Srailh or Glare Short 
or friends iike Keith; Hill,/ 
LubourMPior Streatham who 
sits (m the transport select com- 
mittee. cm certain issues that is 
politics- it does not go any fur- 
ther.” 

"I think - on many social issues 
Labour has lei people down. If 
there was a silver lining to a 
Labour government’s cloud it 
would have been the lifting of 
the ban ou gays in the military. 
Hotyeverwhat happens with a 
bit of pressure - they retreat” • 

Mr Norris, who is leaving the 
Commons after the election* 
saut^I might disagree with 
Andrew Smith [the Labour 
front bench spokesman on 
transport] on whether fulty- 


• ; Labour’s health 
- spending pledge: i 
Election countdown, 
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Race arjdthe election, 
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fledged privatisation or pubGc 
private partnerships are the 
best way to improve the Tube. 
But I want wbat's best for the 
passenger and I will work for 
that.” 

He also admitted that bus 


6 It is difficult 
to justify 
intellectually 
what new 
Labour really 
stands for 9 


deregulation, championed by 
the Conservatives, has its 
“weaknesses". “The sheer 
volume of competition has 
let in too many cowboys," he 
said. 

“Labour are in a more com- 
fortable territory in seeking to 
smooth the edges of the 1986 act 
whereas many of my right-wing 
friends would be difficult to be 
persuaded of any curbs on bus 
operators.” 

The former minister was 
careful to say he is not sup- 
porting the Labour party. 


“Vote for the serial chapter, the 
minimum wage, the union boss- 
es - that is New Labour. The 
electorate have to remember 
what this is really is about." he 
says. 

“The problem for New 
Labour is that it isvety difficult 
to justify intellectually what 
they really stand for.” he added. 

The MP for Epping Forest is 
no stranger to controversy. Only 
last week he got into hot water 
he said that protesters were 
right to oppose the Newbury by- 
pass, adding for good measure 
that he opposed the chosen 
route. 

He is also considered the 
most able Commons performer 
never to have made it to the cab- 
inet table and is well-liked and 
respected by members of all po- 
litical parties. 

Although “left of the main- 
stream Conservative party on 
many social issues”. Mr Norris 
remains a committed right- 
winger on economics and an po- 
litical admirer of Michael 
Portillo, the Secretary of State 
for Defence. 

His own career stalled when 
it was revealed that he had 
wooed five mistresses as well as 
a wife. 

But he is credited by many 
observers for moving the de- 
partment of transport from 
staunch support for road build- 
ing to a more green position - 
now adopted by all the politi- 
cal parties. 

Mr Norris will enter the 
private sector after this election 
as the head of the Road 
Haulage Association - the trade 
body for lorry fleet owners. His 
ability also drew a bus compa- 
ny to’ offer hi nr a £10,000 to 
work as a non-executive 
director. 
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Steven Norris: Solutions for the party in power 


Photograph: Nicola Kurt 


IRA bombs its way into the election 


As the IRA presses the tiring- 
burtons of bombs in the north 
of England, Gerry Adams and 
Martin McGuinn’ess press the 
flesh, seeking election in West 

Belfast and Mid-Ulster. 

There is an election on: but in 
republican terms there is also a 
war on. If the IRA canmanage 
it, there will be more incidents 
in both England and Northern 
Ireland, if only to send.Lhe mes- 
sage that it remains dangerous. 

Yesterday's two early-morn- 
ing ho mbs near WUmsIow rail- 
way station injured nc* one, but 
•they were clearly intended to 
signal that the IRA has not gone 
away, and lhal people may be 
killed in the course of this elec- 
tion campaign. 

in the old days, incidents like 
-these were supposed, in repub- 
lican faniasv. to have the cumu- 


QUICKLY 


Nazi art find 

Crucial new information about 
art works seized and sold by the 
Nazis because they were “de- 
generate” has been found in a 
routine bequest of German 
books and catalogues left to the ' 
Victoria and Albert Maseum by 
al-i -ndon art dealer. Page 3 

MiddtesbitHi^ Hocked 

Middlesbrough Icamedyesaicf- 
day that ihey'bave the manage 
ef'of the month, the player of : 
tte month, but nor the legal an- ‘ 
gmnent .to.wm the day- An FA- 
appeals board threw, out their 
protest against the three-poirit 
penalty imposed afterltbey 
failed to fulfil their fixture with 
Blackburn. • Page 32 



DAVID McKITTRICK 


lathe effect of driving the British 
out of Ireland. Today, therigbts 
have been lowered consider- 
ably, for few if any republicans 
believe they are heading for vic- 
tory- Instead, the bombs are 
seen as positioning meebanisrra. 
aimed at placing the republican 
movement in the strongest anti 
most advantageous position for 
a new negotiation with the next 
government- - 

~ Some senior republicans be- 


lieve they should have by now 
adopted an unarmed strategy, but 
the prevailing view among IRA 
leaders differs from this. Those 
running tfe" show believe in us- 
ing a combination of military and 
.political activity: hence the blend 
of ballot-box and bomb. 

Those who want to move as 
- quicklv as possible to another 
ceasefire are acquiescing in this 
approach. They may disagree 
with it, but they consider them- 
selves bound by the republican 
version of collective cabinet 
responsibility. The alternative is 
a public split. 

Yet-at a deeper level. the two 
tendencies agree on one funda- 
mental - for both believe it will 
all end. sooner or later, not in vic- 
tory but at a conference table. 
The' disagreement is not on 
whether to arrive there but cm 


how and when, and ou how to se- 
cure the best negotiating position. 

The next British government 
will, most likely on its first day 
in office, receive advances from 
the republicans holding out the 
prospect of a renewed ceasefire 
in exchange for guaranteed and 
speedy entry into talks. 

Sinn Fein will say there 
should be no lengthy "decont- 
amination” period and no pre- 
conditions about advance 
decommissioning of weaponry. 
It wil] also ask for a time-frame 
for negotiations, together with 
movement on ancillary but im- 
portant issues such as prisoners. 

Most republicans assume 
that another ceasefire will prob- 
ably come into being sometime 
within the next 12 months, af- 
ter much arguing around these 
proints. But there will be many 


hurdles. A new government 
with a slender majority, whether 
Labour or Tory , may be anxious 
to court Unionist MPs. who will 
eertaiuiy campaign strongly 
against t he idea of doing busi- 
ness with republicans. Then 
there is the loyalist marching 
season: another disastrous sum- 
mer could sour the atmosphere 
completely. 

All that will come after the 
election, but for the moment 
things are not going entirely to 
the republican plan, since if the 
IRA had its way the politico-vi- 
olent mix would contain much 
more violence than at present. 
Iis problem has been that the 
security forces in both Britain 
and Belfast have in the past year 
had an unprecedented [> high 
success rate in foiling IRA op- 
erations and arresting important 


members of the organisation. 

Will yesterday's attacks rep- 
resent a one-off? Not if the IRA 
can help it. If there are no more 
attacks it will be due to the ef- 
forts of the security forces, for 
the IRA will he trying hard to 
put ilsell in the forefront of this 
election campaign. 

On the electoral from, things 
look reasonably promising for 
the republicans. Sinn Fein holds 
no seai> at the moment, but 
Messrs Adams and McGuinness 
are favourites to win West 
Belfast and Mid-Ulster. They 
are trying hard to win seals 
while the IRA tries hard to 
bomb Britain, in order in give 
the next government the un- 
mistakable message that re- 
publicans continue to wield to*? 
much political and paramilitary 
mu>cie to he ignored. 


Banking system goes cashless for Easter 


^ John WiUcock - 

If you fee expecting your pay- 
cheque to appear in your bank 
account:toda£ be warned - you 
may suffer 3- cashless Easier 
weekend; The automated pay- 
!. meats . system, which connects 
i companies to banks brake down - 
on\ Tuesday, leaving an “un- 
known” number of payments 
[.that did not get. through- Banks. 
[ were told of the breakdown . 
.around midnight on Tuesday 
and spent yesterday -alerting 
branches to the problem. 

! 7 The computer staff who ran 


the payments system were 
scratching their heads yesterday, 
with no clear idea of what 
caused the network to seize up 
or how many customers will be 
barred from their cash. 

The fea,r engulfing high- 
street banks is that solvent cus- 
tomers vcflltise their cashpoint 
cards today to prepare for the 
Bank Holiday weekend, only to 
be given the electronic equiva-' 
■lent of the bum’s rush: “Refer 
to card issner.” 

Even worse, branch man-, 
agers may mistakenly bounce 
cheques on accounts which 


have gone into the red simply 
because of the computer glitch. 
Rightly fearful of customer 
fury, the banks have instructed 
branch managers that sortie 
cheques which should be 
bounced today should remain 
firmly desk-bound until next 
Tuesday. Customerswith wages 
due should be able to draw 
money provided they take along 
their payslip and identification 
to their local branch. 

■ The problem occurred in the 
BACS payments system, an 
electronic clearing house for all 
UK banks run by the Assoria- 
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lion for Payment Clearing Ser- 
vices. A spokesman said: "As 
soon as we saw that there would 
be a problem with people’s 
wages and salaries we decided 
to come clean and warn people. 
We'll bear any charges if peo- 
ple go overdrawn because of iL 
Il> our problem,” 

The problem affected an un- 
known number of companies 
connected to BACS. "The sys- 
tem began to run at a slow 
speed, and ( payment ) messages 
weren't getting through. So we 
shut it off, and then ran it on ex- 
tra seven hours last night." 
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Tim Smith 
does the 
decent thing 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

One festering boil in the Tory 
party was larteed yesiordity with 
rhe resignation «)fTim Smith as 
Conservative candidate lor Bcu- 
eonsfield, but another remained 
as Neil Hamilton steadfastly re- 
fused to follow vuii. 

Mr Smith, who has admitted 
receiving up to £25.(Klfl in cash 
from Harrods' owner Mo- 
lt nmed A I Fayed f.ir asking 
Parliamentary questions, stood 
on the doorstep of the home of 
the chairman of his Conserva- 
tive association and announced 
he was retiring from politics. 

He blamed the leak of his ev- 
idence to t lie cash-for-ques- 
tions inquiry . being held by Sir 
Gordon Downey. It "has made 
my course of action inevitable 
with its complete disregard for 
both Parliamentary prhilege 
and natural justice", he said. 
However, he gave no explana- 
tion about his relationship wirh 
Mr A1 Fayed and made no 
•apology. 

Mr" Smith said his actions 
were only ever prompted h\ “my 
hes! judgement of where the in- 
terests of the country and my 
constituents lay". 

While many prominent Bea- 
consfield Tories had stood by Mr 
Smith, support appeared to be 
crumbling, which may have 
prompted' his departure. 

The former constituency 
vice-chairwoman. Caroline 
Strafford, said: “Beaconstield is 
the third safest Conservative 
seat in the country and the 
til.UflO or more Conservative 
electors who last voted for Tim 
Smith have to be really confi- 
dent that they have the best 
Member of Parliament." She 
said she felt local people were 


“disappointed” with Mr Smith. 

Mr Hamilton, however, 
shows no sign of bowing to the 
pressure. His constituency 
chairman. .Alan Barnes, said of 
Mr Smith's departure: "The 
two cases are totally different. 
Mr Smith admitted from the 
beginning he had accepted 
money. Neil Hamilton has con- 
sistently denied accepting cash 
for questions.” 

However, evidence to the 
Downey inquiry shows that Mr 
Hamilton accepted “secret 
commissions” . worth 1TU.UUU. 
from lobbyist hui Greer, and 
that he now accepts he lied to 
Michael Hcsdtine about having 
a “financial relationship" with 
Mr Greer. 

Ji »hn Major refused to make 
any comment about Mr Smiih s 
departure hut Conservative 
Central Office stood by him: 
"Obviously we are sad to see 
him gi ». I think he has acted with 
good grace and dignity." 

It is possible that the party put 
him under pressure to go in or- 
der to help delusc the sleaze is- 
sue. Mr Smith spoke to Central 
Office yesterday because he be- 
lieved the "vendetta" againsi 
him was damaging to the party . 

According to Central Office 
>■ wees, the Prime Minister 
"sympathises” with Mr Smith 
and only two weeks ago he was 
at a dinner at III Downing 
Street hosted hv Mr Major for 
a group of Saudi .Arabians. 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, said: "All those 
MPs who ha*e admitted taking 
cash for queslii ms and arc guilty 
of services rendered without de- 
claring them are not fit to be 
Parliamentary candidates ... 
and John Major should show- 
leadership for once in asking all 
of them to stand down." 
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Council issues warning over 
convicted paedophile 


More than 8.000 parents have been warned by their local council to 
protect their childn 


Iren from a “very dangerous” convicted 
paedophile who has moved into an area of south-east London 

The case comes just days after legislation forcing paedophiles 
and other sex offenders to register their addresses and any change 
of name to police became law. 

The law. which will not be enacted until after the election, gives 
police (he discretion to pass oa information about sex offenders to 
other organisations in the community, such as councils. 

.-Vs a result of legal advice, the letter from Lewisham council 
does not name the 44-year-old man or give his address. But it gives 
a clear description of him and publishes a hotline number which 
parents can call if they are worried. Clare Gamer 


Poor advice for Welsh pupils 


Welsh school leavers are outclassed by their English counterparts, 
according to a Welsh Affairs Select Committee report published 
yesterday. 

It found that competition between Wales' Tr aining and 
Education Councils, local education authorities and the Further 
Education Funding Council was unhelpful to students planning 
their working life. Conflicting advice "by the careers service added 
to the confusion and research into the role of advisers was 
identified in the report as a priority, it concluded. 

The remoteness of further education colleges' governors was an- 
other stumbling block. Tony Heath 


First solicitors join silks 


Two practising solicitors were included for the first rime in the new 
Queen’s Counsel announced yesterday, breaking the stranglehold 
of barristers on the appointments as “silks'’. The two are Arthur 
Marriott. 53, a partner at Wilmer Cutler and Pickering and a 
specialist in commercial arbitration, and Dr Lawrence Collins. 55, 
a partner at Herbert Smith and a specialist in commercial and 
intellectual property law. Patricia Wynn Davies 


Famous show their spirituality 



Channel 5 yesterday dished 
up its religious desserts - 
and Songs of Praise it ain't. 

My Sunday, a weekly 
morning slot which joins 
celebrities in their homes, 
claims to unmask the 
spiritual side of the rich and 
famous. Included in the 
line-up are some surprising 
figures such as Max 
Clifford, the king of public 
relations, and Tbyah Wilcox 
(pictured), the “80s 
Princess of Punk". 

Another series. Alpha 
Zone, a contemporary 


Christian music magazine programme, presents a “scene never 
before shown on British television and “take the vibe beyond the 


parameters of a Christian audience' 


Clare Gamer 


73 years for tycoon kidnap gang 

A gang who kidnapped a wealthy shipping tycoon and held him 


wealthy shipping i 


prisoner for nine days in a cupboard to demand a £5m 
rday 


ransom were yesterday jailed for a total of 73 years at the Old 
Bailey. 

Their “ev il and dangerous" Greek ringleader, Constantine 
Korkoh's. 40, was sentenced to 25 years by Judge Simon Goldstein 
after a jury returned guilty' verdicts on four defendants. 

Two Frenchmen, Jean-Marc Mereu. 37, and Djemel Moussaoui, 
34. and a second Greek Thanassis Zografos. 25, were each 
sentenced to 16 years imprisonment. 

All four had denied kidnapping and falsely imprisoning George 
Fraghistas, 43, in London last year. 


Stately setting for ‘Emmerdale’ 


A pew village for the television soap Emmerdale is to be built on a 
famous country estate. Yorks hire-Tyne Tees Television yesterday 
won approval to build the village film set in the grounds of 
Harewood House, near Leeds, home of Lord Harewood, a cousin 
of the Queen. 

The new set will be used to film outdoor scenes of the 
programme. The television company has agreed to contribute 
£50.000 a year to a conservation fund for the estate. 


Remains aid modem human theory 


Human remains between 270,000 and 300,000 years old found in 
Kenya add weight to theories that our ancestors looked and acted 
like modern humans much sooner than anthropologists had 
thought, according to research published today. 

An international team say that an ancient skull with all its top 
teeth, and a thigh bone found near Lake Turkana were both from 
an almost modem human. 

“These hominids might represent the oldest near-modem 
human specimens from anywhere m the world," the team writes in 
the science journal Nature. 

It has previously been thought that modem humans. Homo Sapiens 
Sapiens, emerged about 40,000 years ago. Archaic Homo Sapiens were 
believed to have emerged 90.000 years ago. Charles Arthur 


Zoran Tancic 


It was announced in the High Court yesterday that businessman 
Zoran Tancic had accepted damages for libel from The 
Independent over allegations that money he had donated to the 
Conservative Party was “tainted". 

His solicitor, Mr Andrew Stephenson, (old the Court that Mr 
Tancic. who was bom in Belgrade, had no links with Radovan 
Karadzic or the Bosnian Serb Leadership as had been made clear 
in an earlier article published in The Independent and that it was 
wrong to condemn Mr Tancic for his association with a Russian 
.said to have been at the centre of a corruption scandal. but against 
whom no charges had ever been brought. 
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WALKING THE BOARDS: The Hollywood actress Kathleen ThmerTn ^don yes^ 
the Chfctiester’Theatre Festival where she wIB mate her first appearance on e- British stage. /: 
The star of Body Heat and War of the /hwes, who can comfiiand £560,000 per filrn, will woriT . 
for just £50O-a-week In Somerset Maugham's OurBetterc(Pfc<rtDgrap/i: Torty aicfonghamJ^ :,. 


Final blow as Ki 
victim is left with huge bill 


H is face is a mask of scar tissue, his hands are so 
severely burnt that he ran no longer play the guitar 
and keyboards, and his voice is too damaged to 
sing. He is laughed at wherever he goes. 

But for Kwasi Atari Minta, the Ghanaian musician who 
was caught in the King’s Cross fire, the suffering does 
not end. On top of everything, he learnt yesterday that 
he now faces a legal bill approaching £1 50,000. 

Mr Minta. foe most severely injured survivor of foe dis- 
aster a decade ago, was awarded just £110,427 dam- 
ages by a High Court judge after an eight-day hearing. 
Since he turned down foe £350,000 settlement offered 
by London Underground because it was “simply not 
enough", he must now pay the company’s lawyers fees. 

Speaking after the ruling by Mr Justice Toulson, Mr 
Minta, 43, who had submitted a daim for £lra plus dam- 
ages, said: “1 am very disappointed. I have come but of 
this with nothing after all foe suffering." 

Patricia Dryden, head of litigation for London Trans- 


port, said they had already made payments of £100,500 
to Mr Minta and had tried to settle the action. 

“Our last settlement offer of £355,000 was deemed 
so sufficient by foe Legal Aid Board that, because Mr 
Minta did not accept it they withdrew legal aid a few 
days before the case was due to come to court which 
meant he had no legal representation at court" 

During foe hearing earlier this month, Mr Minta, who 
lives with in Putney, south-west London, and is married 
with a five-year-old autistic son, admitted he was an il- 
legal immigrant who should not have been in Britain at 
foe time of foe tragedy. He was given only a one-month 
visitor's visa when he arrived in the UK .In 1 985. He told _• 
Mr Justice Toulson that when he arrived he had not ' 
realised he needed a visa. * 

. The giant fireball which exploded at Klng-'aCcoss iff 
' November 1987 killed 31. people. A total of £4-5m has 
been paid out to 110 people making claims for death, 

' injury and property damages. Clare Gamer 


Mackay rebukes 
niggers judge 


A judge who used foe expression 
“work like niggers” was yesterday 
formally rebuked by foe Lewd 
Chancellor, Lord Mackay, for giving 
offence to ethnic minorities. 

He told Judge William Crawford 
QC, who said In a case "1 know many 
people ... who work like niggers", 
that such remarks did “wholly 
disproportionate damage to the 
perception of justice and the 
reputation of foe judiciary." 

For Judge Crawford, 60, who is 
married with three children, It was a 
second offence. He was reprimanded 
five years ago for kissing a court 
usher during an incident in his 
chambers at Newcastle Crown Court. 

Lord Mackay reminded him that he 
had sent a letter to all lull-time judges 
in 1994 making dear that behaviour 
causing offence, particularly on racial 
or religious grounds, or amounting to 
sexual harassment, was 
unacceptable. 

Judge Crawford has apologised for 
the remark, saying it was a 
“regrettable slip" not intended to 
offend. "I trust you now recognise," 
Lord Mackay told him, “that use of 
such expressions is likely to give 
offence and did, in fact, give offence 



Judge Crawford: Claimed that his 
remark was a 'regrettable slip’ 

to members of foe ethnic minorities." 

However, Mohan Singh, foe 43- 
year-old social worker who made the 
initial complaint after hearing foe 
comment in foe public gallery, was 
furious. “He should have been 
sacked for this. Merely being rebuked 
is no fitting punishment for what he 
said.” Patricia Wynn Davies and 
Clare Gamer 


Steffi cleared 
as court orders 


charitygift 

Steffi Graf has been ordered 
to make a donation to charity 
after prosecutors dropped 
their investigation into her tax 
affairs. 

The amount the German 
tennis star will give was not 
disclosed in foe one-line 
statement issued by court of- 
ficials in foe southern city of 
Mannheim yesterday. The. . . 
deal was reached with her ’ 
agreement and is a technique 
commonly used in Germany 
when officials feel a case 
does not merit a lengthy 
hearing. ■■ 

Graf s father, Peter, was 
convicted In January gfevad- 
ing millions of Marks in taxes 
on his daughter's winnings 
and sentenced to nearly four 
years in prison. 

The judge recommended 
dropping the investigation 
into Steffi, saying he believed 
her father bore responsibility. 
She has always claimed she 
had entrusted financial mat- 
ters to her father. 


Parents pray for Cambodia hostage 
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The parents of Christopher Howes, the British mines clear- 
ance expert who was seized by Khmer Rouge bandits 
a year ago, attended a midday service at their parish 
church yesterday to mark foe first anniversary of their 
son’s disappearance. 

Roy Howes, 69, a retired businessman, and his wife, 
Betty, 70, lit a candle in their home in Backwell, near 
Bristol, at 7pm last night, and prayed for the 37-year- 
old Falklands veteran, who was captured as he led a 
mine-clearance operation in northern Cambodia. They 
requested that foe nation should do foe same. 

“We are hoping that thousands of others will join us 
and pray for Chris," said Mr Howes. “If enough people 
are thinking of him and he is still alive perhaps foe mes- 
sage wfll somehow find its way around to him." 

Since Mr Howes' disappearance there has been no 
hard evidence that Mr Howes or his interpreter are alive. 


A Foreign Office spokesman said yesterday: “Unfortu- 
nately there is nothing new ... There has been no proof 
of life for some considerable time ... We are receiving 
Information from a range of sources, Including Metro- 
politan officers on the ground and we have foe support 
of two Cambodian deputy prime ministers." - 
There have been a number of conflicting reports about 
Mr Howes. Earfierthis month, Hun Sen, Cambocfia’s joint 
prime minister, quoted military intelligence sources claim- 
ing Mr Howes had been killed. But last November, Cam- 
bodia’s army commanders reported that foe hostage 
would be freed “within days" by defectors. 

Mr Howes is thought to have declined an invitation 
by foe Khmer Rouge to go free to collect a ransom they 
had demanded, preferring instead to remain with his 28 
colleagues. As a result, all 28 were released while Mr 
Howes and foe interpreter were held. Clare Gamer 


environment 

Wheely bins steer towards 
more waste,says survey 


Big.wbeety bins encourage to 

recyde less, research by. the Government s Environment A_,en . 


that households with wheely fims proouceo, on 
waste a year, while those using plastic bin bags < 

dU ^ff^u P ^^p1e?big cnoii^ bin you discourage them from 
recycling andeaacourage them to pas in bulky items. sa “)T'- r ^ 
Coleman, the agency’s waste strategy m on. 

homes are being issued with the wheely bios 
collection quicker and more convenient for the bmmen v> no arc 
rather than council staff. Some \8 per cent of 
the rubbish by weight consists of packaging materials like guw^ 
cardboard aria plastic. The nation’s households 
million tonnes of waste packaging a year. Nicholas senoon 


MOTORING 

the road-rage children 

Parents are raising a graieraticm of road-ragers by setting a bad 
example in front of their children, a survey daimed 
Pfeariy three-quarters of children said their parents get angry 
while driving and more than half said mottms and fetbers slwut 
and swear at other m oto rist s . A psychologist, Don Mactrad, said. 
“Parents are effectively creating a new generation of aggressive 

drivers because of their own bad habits.” f r . . 

The Antoglass survey of youngsters aged 10-16 found that 
nearly two in three fethers (62 per cent) gel angry wto/e timing 
and more than half (52 per cent) shout and swear; 55 per cent of 
'mothers get angxy antf 34 percent swear; Esthers are three tunes 
more likely to speed than mothers. 

The research also showed drivers were most ultely to hare 

accidents on a Saturday between 4pm and 6pm. 



MEDICINE 


Breakthrough for diabetics 


A revolutionary way of taking medicines could allow diabetics to 
throw away their needles, scientists disclosed yesterday. 

The method involves swallowing plastic “microspheres” — less 
than 10,000th of a millimetre across - containing minute droplets 
of the drugs, including DMA and insulin. 

The biologically degradaUe capsules stick to the walls of ihc 
Atrial! intestine and pass through them, between the cells, to deliver 
the medicine into the bloodstream. 

' "Scientists in the United Steteshave been testing the technique 
on rats, with encouraging results. They wrote in the journal Nature 
that if the system can be transferred to humans it could allow 
delicate drugs normally damaged by the digestive system to be 
passed quickly from the mouth to foe blood circulation. 


EDUCATION 


Bullies should be beaten 


* 


Most adults betieve school bullies should suffer corporal 
punishment, according to asnrvey of school safety. 

- More than half the adults questioned (55 per cent) said they 
thought corporal punishment should be brought back for children 
who preyed on others - while 74 per cent said bullies should be 
expelled; 53 per cent believed the pofice should be called in to deal 
with cases of bullying. 

The findings of the poll, in which NOP Interviewed 1,000 adults 
for She magazine, come after it emerged that the schoolgirl killer 
Sharon Carr had- also knifed a 13-year-old In her school toilets, 
and just over a year after the Dunblane massacre. In the wake of 
dils, the poll found almost half wanted closed-circuit television to 
, be Installed in schools.. ; 

Some eight out of lOTelt schools were less safe than they used to 
be, with a similar number believing police should regularly advise 
on seenri^hnost 90 percent felt teachers were inadequately 
prepared to cope with aery threats. 


SCIENCE 


Probe brads for Saturn moon 


Europe and.tbe.Uoited States aim to explore the largest moon on 
Saturn using a probe which will take off in October. The probe, 
named Huygens, wfll land on Titan m 2004 after a seven-year 
journey, and send back information about the moon’s physical and 
chemical composition. . . . 

Named after the Dutch astronomer who discovered Titan in 
1655, Huygens was built by a team of 13 European companies led 
by Aerospatiale of Ranee, together with. Nasa. It weighs 300kg and 
will be launched aboard a US Utah TV Centaur rocket. It will then 
use the “slingshot" effect of the . gravity of Earth, then Venus and 
finally Jupiter to approach Saturn before making-a parachute 
landing on Titan,- whose chemistry and geology appears to have 
similarities tothose of the Earth in its primitive stage. 

Huygens will also cany thousands of messages sent in by 
Internet users, ranging from calls for galactic peace to invitations 
to share d plate of pasta; Charles Arthur 



NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recyded paper made up4ll2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of :1996 
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Reviled art that made the Nazis rich 


Revealed for 
the first time: 
the complete 
account of 
masterpieces 
plundered 
during the 
Hitler era 




DaviitUster 

Arts. News Editor 


Crucial new information ‘about 
art works seized and sold by the 
Nazis because they were “de- 
generate” has been f6uhd in a 
routine, bequest of German 
books and catalogues left to the 
Victoria-arid Albert Museum by 
a London art dealer . 

Thedisoovery is being bailed 
by experts in ’Germany as the 
first complete record of Hitler's 
raiding Of museums and gal- 
leries for paintings and sculp- 
tures the Nazis deemed sub- 
versive and obscene. Many were 
simply modernist or abstract 
■pictures- Others were by Jew- 
ish, artists. 

'• The independent is the only 
newspaper io have seen the 


typescripts now being exam- 
ined by Vr 


&A specialists. They 
of “degene 


contain lists of “degenerate 
artists, including Van Gogb, the 
titles of their confiscated works 
and prices they were sold for— 
often to Swiss art dealers. 

Bui not always. Three entries 
list Van Gogh paintings and in 
the column for the buyer's 
name, it say? .simply “Reichsm. 
Goering”, the official title of 
Hermann Goering.Hitler’s lieu- 
tenant and the head of the 
Luftwaffe. He is listed ns hav- 
ing paid 150,000 Reichsmarks 
for one Vrn Gogh to a Berlin 
gallery, though there is no evi- 
dence that the money was ever 
received. One of these works is 
Dr Gachet , one of a series of 
paintings by Van Gogh with the 
same titie.t 

Goering, who clearly did not 
mind owning degenerate works 
by Old Masters, is also down as 
having bought an oil paintingby 
Gauguin, Reiter Am Strand. 

A Van Gogb self-portrait 
was sold for 175,000 Swiss 
francs toa Swiss art dealer, and- 
four prints by Lwis Corinth 
were spld.tq a Swiss art dealer 
for exactly one Swiss franc - 
such was the Nazi contempt for 
many of the works. 
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Looted: Hermann Goering (left) with Van Gogh’s ‘Portrait of Dr Gachef and (top to bottom right) Lovis Corinth's ‘Still life with flowers'. Edouard Munch's ‘Bergierde’ and George Grosz’s 
‘Kurfurstendamm' . The Victoria and Albert Museum has uncovered a full archive of the stolen masterpieces Photomontage: Mark Hay man 


Because of the new infor- 
mation contained in these doc- 
uments. historians will now 
know of several thousand more 
works confiscated by the Naas. 
The new complete set of artists 
and works lists 18.000 paintings 
and .sculptures.. Only 12,000 
had been officially collated in 
public archives before. 

. .Most, jc^udally, .these newly 
discovered documents detail 
which paintings were destroyed 
and which were sold. 


A number of paintings by 
Munch are listed as having 
been confiscated and sold. So 
are 10 works by Georg Grosz, 
the subject of a London exhi- 
bition at present. But numerous 
photographs by Man Ray. one 
of the greatest photographers of 
the 20th century, are marked X, 
meaning destroyed. One of 
these- was inoffensively titled .Per- 
iods And Keys 

Compiled by the Nazi min- 
istry of propaganda the type- 


scripts contain handwritten 
notes stating whether the paint- 
ings should be sold or de- 
stroyed. which dealers they 
were sold to and what prices 
they fetched. The prices are 
staggeringly low. A number of 
works by Munch were sold.for 
less than 10 Swiss francs. 

The discovery will cause ex- 
dtcmeni not only among art his- 
torians but among historians of 
the Third Reich. Andreas 
Hunekc, an art historian in 


Potsdam who has specialised in 
this area, said yesterday- “Now 
we can see the glorious names 
of the artists and the names of 
their works. And we can see 
which of the works were de- 
stroyed. It is very important.” 

It is well-known that the 
Nazis seized artworks they 
thought degenerate and put on 
a special exhibition of them in 
1937 - an exhibition they quick- 
ly had to close because it pawed 
so popular. 


Copies of the first volume, de- 
tailing the places where works 
were confiscated alphabetical- 
ly from Aachen to Griefswald. 
are held in archives in Berlin 
and PoLsdam. Bui the second, 
H-Z, volume listing thousands 
of other seizures had been 
thought lost for decades. 

It has now' been discovered 
among books in a bequest left 
by Austrian-born London art 
dealer. Harry Fischer, in 1977. 
The bequest, containing the 


first complete record of the 
number of works the Na^is had 


removed from German muse- 
ums. was handed to the VjfcA 
by his widow, unaware of whal 
it contained. 

Susanna Robson, assistant 
curator in Special Collections, 
said: “What Is so exciting about 
this is that it is complete. It ap- 
pears to be the only complete 
inventory in existence. 

"There have been people in 
Germany specifically working 


on trying to find out what hap- 
pened to this document. We will 
be making it available for their 
study.” 

Mr Fischer was bom in Vi- 
enna in 1«U3 to Jewish middle 
class parents. In l^S he fled to 
England, where he served in the 
British Army's Pioneer Corps 
during the Second World War. 
In 1^40 he founded the Marl- 
borough Art Gallery in London, 
and in 1971 opened his own 
gallery'. Fischer Fine An. 



brain damage victim 
astonishes doctors 


Annabel Ferriman 


Doctors yesterday calied_for 
more medical details cm the case 
of a man who bas made_a par- 
tial recovery after spending five 
years in a vegetative state. . 

The Royal College of Physi- 
cians said that it wotnd welcome 
any clinical information with a 
bearing on the guidelines sur- 
rounding the condition, which 
is usually thougbL to be irre- 
versible after a year. • 

The doctors and parents of 
30-year-old Hfllshorougb victim 
Andrew Devine, from Aflerton, 
□ear Liverpool, confirmed that 
five years after the football dis- 
aster, he had recovered suffi- 
ciently to communicate simple 
ideas. 

The case is significant be- 
cause doctors have never before 
recorded a case in which any- 
one regained the ability to com- 
municate after more than three 
years in such a condition. Med- 
ical guidelines say that doctors 
can apply to a court to have a 
patient’s food andhydratfotr 
.Withdrawn after 12 months,; 1 -;; .; 

• Mr Devine’s parents, Stanley^ 
and Hilary, speaking through' 
their solicitor, Rdtun. Malrin. 
yesterday said: “Andrew began 
th emerge from the vegetative 
state about five years afrer bis 
diagnosis [in 19S9] and has 
continued to improve in h&abft- : 
ity to communicate at a single 
level, using a touch-sensitive 
buzzer switch developed fry this- 
”~»yal Hospital [fur Neurocfis- 
ility in south London]. ■_ 

. ‘Firs ability to recover further; 
is unknown. Andrew'scondilion.. 
te&f the utmost seriousness and ; 
her heeds constant attention. An- 
drew has a civil claim against the 
Glief Constable of South York- 
shire Police, in respect of which 

judgment has been obtained but . 



4 To emerge 
from a FVS 
after five years 
as Andrew has 
done is pretty 
remarkable. The 
longest time 
has been three 
years? 


Mr Makin, of the soKcrtor E 
RexMakin and Company, from 
Liverpool, added that his par- 
ents had given Andrew devot- 
ed love and care. 

Dr Keith Andrews, director 
of medical and research services 
at the Royal Hospital for Neu- 
rotfisabfiity, where Mr Devine 
has been regularly assessed and 
treated, said yesterday that al- 
though .his improvement had 
been limited, he had been able 
"to communicate a few ample 
Ideas: ‘'We recognised back in 
1994 that there were signs that 
he was becoming aware. It was 
only last year, that we. got him 


communicating consistently.” 

He was able to reply to ques- 
tions by pressing the buzzer 
once for yes and twice for no. 
“He expressed which, football 
team he supported. One of our 
therapists asked him: ‘Is Man- 
chester the best football team 
in the country?’ He answered 
no. The same' happened when 
she asked about Everton. But 
when she asked: ‘Is Liverpool 
the best team"?' Andrew an- 
swered yes. 

“When we first told An- 
drew’s carers that we thought be 
was responding, they were not 


States of unconsciousness 


Bddno further information. can 
^gjveuin respect tothisnmt- 

•' ■ ■ ' 'O' 

• .vtt. proper care regime,: ^ in- 
cluding substantia) physo ther- 
apy, has been involved to ensure 
that Andrew has ihe best care 
reasonably available." 



Nqvgfbalrespoose; can pot be roused; cfoesr»tobeycom- 
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convinced at first. We were 
only able to prove that he could 
because of our expertise and 
technology, * he said. 

Dr Andrews, who caused a 
furore last summer when he 
showed that some cases of per- 
sistent vegetative state ( 17 out 
of 40 in his study) had been 
wrongly diagnosed and that 
several patients who had 
thought to be vegetative could 
actually communicate, believes 
that Mr Devine’s state is due to 
a genuine improvement, not to 
an original misdiagnosis- There 
are thought to be between 1-000 
and 1.500 people in a PVS in 
Britain. 

“For someone to emerge 
from a PVS after five years as 
Andrew has done is pretty re- 
markable. We have treated a 
large number of people, who 
have not come out of such 
states even after a long time. 
The longest time after which 
anyone has ever emerged from 
a vegetative state before has 
been three years. It is rare to 
emerge from such a state after 
a year,” he said. 

“You cannot make decisions 
on such rare cases. If it occurs 
only once in 10.000 cases, you 
have got to give some consid- 
eration to the other 9,999 cas- 
es. Are you respecting them by 
continuing to do absolutely 
everything for them, such as 
putting up drips and so on, just 
because cue person has man- 
aged to emerge.” 

A spokesperson for the Roy- 
ai College of Physicians, which 
last year issued guidelines 
telling doctors how to recognise 
PVS, said: “The college would 
welcome any new clinical 
information being senL to them, 
which has a bearing on the 
guidelines.” 

The parents of Tony Bland, 
the Hillsborough victim whose 
family won the right from the 
House of Lords to withdraw his 
life support m 1993, said yes- 
terday that the development m 
the Devine case did not affect 
the case of their son. who had 
a particularly severe case of 
PVS. and they had “no regrets’’. 
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return of the bomber 




IRA back in 


The IRA's long-feared election 
bombing campaign began yes- 
terday with a bizarre coded 
warning to an elderly woman 
apparently chosen at random. 

The two explosions which 
followed at Wiimslow in 
Cheshire caused serious dis- 
ruption to railway traffic in the 
North -west. Two "firefighters in- 
vestigating the first device were 
just -00 yards away when the 
second went off. rocking the 
town. Debris from a signal re- 
lav box damaged in the incident 
was scattered across 100 yards 


WILMSLO 


of the railway embankment and 
a new road bypass. 

Ian Moody, Cheshire's as- 
sistant chief constable, said the 
explosions “bore ail the hall- 
marks of the IRA", and John 
Major condemned the attack as 
a “two-lingered assault on 
democracy”. 

The ERA said yesterday it re- 
mained committed to bringing 
what it called the British gov- 
ernment’s undemocratic rule of 
Northern Ireland" to an end 
once and for all**. In a hardline 
Easter message, IRA leaders 


said they stood “ready to face 
their responsibilities in facili- 
tating a process aimed at secur- 
ing a lasting resolution to the 
conflict between the British gov- 
ernment and the Irish people". 

John Grieve, the head of 
Scotland Yard's anti-terrorist 
branch who joined the Wiim- 
slow investigation, asked all 
members of the public to be vig- 
ilant and appeals for business- 
es to keep any closed-circuit 
television tapes for inspection. 
“All out successes in recent 
years have been driven by 


help from the public," be said. 

Asked whether the bombers’ 
intention was economic sabo- 
tage or to kill, be said: “All ter- 
rorist devices threaten human 
life, that’s what their purpose is. 
[But] there are economic ele- 
ments to the way terrorists be- 
have." 

The first indication of the at- 
tack came in a telephone can to 
a private address in Wiimslow 
at 5.30am which warned of a 
bomb left at the town's police 
station. Police were alerted and 
were evacuating both their sta- 


tion and neighbouring homes, 
when another call to a Man-: 
Chester hospital raised the pos- 
sibility that another type of 
station was intended.' 

As officers extended the 
alert a bomb went off at 6J0am 
on railway tracks 40 yards from 
Wiimslow station platform and 
not far from a leisure centre to 
which more than 80 people 
had been taken for safety. 

Paul Gozem, one of those 
moved, said: “What the police 
had in feet done was take us a 
damn sight closer to the bomb ” 


IThe evacuees. were moved 
a gain before the second blast35_ 
mmuteslater.Bnt households 
nextdoor to-the railway station 
knew nothin g until they were . 
woken by the blast. : - . J . 
- Karen Lindsay, 44. who lives 
opposite, said “It was this ex-, 
plosion which yon knew wasn't 
a no rmal noise. It shook the 
house." Near-neighbour Denise; 
Moore, 37^ added: n was quite : 
surprised that wtfv/erea’t evac-,' 
uated. T guess they didn’treal- 
ly know.whal was going on," 
Passengers cm four trmreson . 


the line at the time were strmjd- 
edbut eventually rescued U>- 
cal Tail se rvices were cancelled 
■ although the main "West Coast 
fine -from Manchester to Lon- 


MVM J — 

■ : Similar bomb warning? at 
Doncaster, -South Yorkshire, 
dosed the East Coast line for 
so me Lime' but ft., reopened 
when nothing was found. Army 
bomb squad officers combed tte 
.Wiimslow site before detec- 
: 'fives moved in to investigate. 

• : The station was expected to 
■ peopen" today but i Rafitrack 


cnokesman, sail there would be 

■^fronimued disrupt*™ «> 

services. The precise damage to 

track was unknown. , 

police haw warned since Be- 
fore Christmas of an increased 
threat of a bombing campaign 
prior to the election. • 

P The Wiimslow attack is tn*- 
latest in a number of attacks in 
the 'region. Inst June, a huge 

IRA bomb devastated the cen- 
tre of Manchester, and four 
years ago two schoolboy^* Tim 
Parry and Johnathan Ball, were 
killed in Warrington. 


iitz 


n 5.30am Telephone 
warning claiming bomb 
at police station 


TbHanfofth 
Station ■ - 


O 7.05am 

I second bomb 
explodes 200 

: yards trom 
staion 


Wiimslow Station 

© 6.3QamRrstl 
bomb explodes 
close to station - 




i 






© Evacuation 
to leisure centre 


■'VvWf&r 

»ti^L PiifnViT - f 

mm 


To Aldertey Edge Station f , 


Party leaders snipe 
over peace process 



Fran Abrams, Steve 
Boggan and Colin Brown 

Before the dust from the Wiim- 
slow bombings had settled, 
sniping broke out between the 
major parties as both Labour 
and the Tories apparently broke 
a cross-party agreement not to 
make political capital out of ter- 
rorist acts. 

Tony Blairwas reported to be 
“livid" over accusations by 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, that Labour could 
not be trusted to be tough on ter- 
rorism. However, it emerged lat- 
er that the deputy Labour 
leader. John Prescott, had at- 
tacked the Tories over the peace 
process earlier in the day. 

During a campaign visit to 
Luton airport yesterday. Mr 
Prescott was stopped at the 
terminal by a Labour support- 
er, originally from Northern 
Ireland, who asked what a 
Labour governments policy to- 
wards the province would be. 
Mr Prescott told him: “We are 
going to sit down and talk. In 
that sense there is no difference 
between us and the Tories." 

But he added: “The peace 
process broke down when Ma- 
jor decided in order to stay in 
power he had to do all sorts of 
deals over Northern Ireland." 

Mr Howard put out a state- 
ment saying that Mr Blair had 
never once voted for the re- 
newal of the Prevention of Ter- 


rorism Act “His vote - and the 
votes of his party - show that 
you cannot trust Labour to be 
tough on terrorism." it said. 

Aides of Mr Blair respond- 
ed by releasing details of an 
agreement struck between the 
two parties last week on how to 
act in the event of a terrorist at- 
tack during the election cam- 
paign. The agreement, which 
was similar to others followed 
over a number of years, said that 
no spokesman should overreact 
to any Incident, and that any 
outrage expressed should be di- 
rected towards the terrorists. 

Mr Blair gave vent to his 
anger in a letter to the Prime 
Minister accusing Mr Howard 
of “an extraordinary act of at- 
tempted opportunism: As you 
know we have given you and 
your government strong bipar- 
tisan support in your search for 
peace in Northern Ireland. 

“It seems to me that making 
political capital out of a terrorist 
attack is an extremely irre- 
sponsible way for a Home Sec- 
retary to act. I doubt that those 
who "have suffered from to- 
days and previous IRA attacks 
will understand this extraordi- 
nary act of attempted oppor- 
tunism." 

The Tory chairman, Brian 
Mawhinnev hit back, writing to 
Mr Blair "to protest at Mr 
Prescott's comments. He re- 
ferred to Mr Prescott's sugges- 
tion yesterday that the peace 


process broke down when the 
Prime Minister decided to do 
“deals” over Northern Ireland 
in order to stay in power. 

Dr Mawhinney said in his let- 
ter “To make such a suggestion 
at any time, let alone on a day 
when it seems terrorist vio- 
lence has once again scarred the 
face of mainland Britain, is 
breathtakingly irresponsible 
and shows a cavalier disregard 
for the sensitivities of politics in 
Northern Ireland. 

“Since you have, on many oc- 
casions. insisted that Labour is 
pursuing a ‘bipartisan’ approach 
to Northern Ireland issues, I am 
asking you immediately to dis- 
own John Prescott’s remarks 
and make clear that they do not 
represent the Labour Party’s 
view." 

John Major, on an election 
visit to Bradford, did just that, 
describing the attack as “a two- 
fingered insult to democracy". 

Calling on Sinn Fein leaders 
to condemn the bombing with- 
out “weasel words” Mr Major 
said: “I hope Sinn Fein IRA are 
not going to conduct their cam- 
paign with the ballot box in 
Nortbern Ireland and with 
bombs on tbe main land. Peo- 
ple would be wise to be vigilanL" 

Despite increased security 
fears the Prime Minister said the 
attack would not stop the elec- 
tion campaign. “I shall be out 
there meeting the people," he 
said 


Vulnerable target: Railway officials and police officers at Wiimslow station yesterday following the IRA attack Photograph: Andrew Buurman 



Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

Senior civil servants were left in 
the dark about who to contact 
in the event of a terrorist attack 
last year because British Rail 
procedures were not updated 
after privatisation, according 
to documents obtained by the 
Independent. 

The Home Office manual of 
counter-terrorist contingency 
plans was reviewed last year. 
When officials sought to update 
their lists, they discovered that 
many numbers and job positions 
had <±anged dramatically after 
the sell-off of British Rail. 

In a letter dated 29 October 
1996 to Iain King, the security 


Crucial amendments overlooked after privatisation 


project manager for British 
Rad from the Department of 
Transport, civil servants ask for 
“amendments” to the manual 
Lhat are “required in the light 
of privatisation and fragmen- 
tation of the rail industry". 

“Some of the references have 
now been superseded and 1 
would be grateful for your ad- 
vice on who now employs the 
relevant personnel,” adds Mike 
Haley, a civil servant from the 
DoT 

Insiders say that many pro- 
cedures are reviewed before 
Christmas, a time traditionally 
when terrorists target the main- 


land. Railway sources were 
quick to point out that anti-ter- 
rorist police take charge of op- 


erations and • • they ; would 
co-ordinate any reaction to a 
terrorist attack. ... 

A spokeswoman ; for the 
Home Office sakt ^ese doc- 
uments are regularly reviewed 
mid updated". ’• 

Railways are a prime target 
for terrorists. The ontyiatafity 
occurred In February 1991, 
when a bomb exploded in Vic- 
toria station, m London. - -; r ■■ 
The only explosion on a train 
occurred on a commuter train 
from London to Ramsgate in 


spring 1993. Police identified 
.which tram wascanying tbe de- 
vice and they stopped It at 
Kent House and had just man- 
aged to evacuate the train when 
the device exploded. 

The railway' network is the 
only' complete^ fenced net- 
work in the world, but in many 
places this provides inadequate 
protection from a determined 

bomber. 

^ Yesterday’s • attacks were 
'aimed at taking out Britain’s two 
.main rail arteries. Three bombs 
-were placed in two locations - 
one on the West Coast liner at 
Wflmslow, Cheshire'- tbe. oth- 


er at Doncaster, on the flagship 
East Coast route. 

.All. were defused by con- 
trolled explosion - although 
commuter services in the North 
West were thrown into confu- 
sion and tbe East Coast line was 
paralysed for most of the morn- 
ing. There were no fatalities. 

The bombs were intended as 
a stngjcai strike on the country's 
rail network - a tactic the IRA 
used at Clapham Junction in 
1991. when services ground to 
- a halt and 1 million commuters 
were stranded. 

London's extensive rail net- 
work is now covered by sur- 
veillance cameras and there is 
a police presence on many plat- 
forms to deter terrorist attacks. 
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Gon|oh ^ Brown follovvs Michael Howard into 
■'tife town that meant so much to Tories 


SteyeBoggiBi , .. 

Tbe welcome was warm and came, m- 
evitafajy, ,m die shape, of an attractive 
young woman, wearing a white mini-skirt 
andante hq^t-beeTs-Tlie ejection cann 
paigp'ted arrived in Essex. • *• 

. v Kfiduid Howard shook her hand and 
*. strdde' confidently into Timenightdiib, 
rtith itsgli tzy entrance and tacky, flash- 
ing wah figbtSy .TheHome Secretary was 
holding court ostensibly -to discuss the 
chfo’sprogressiveattitudejo drug con- 
; ;tCDl: ^ .. ; ‘ .. 

- But. given that It was located in B^sil- 
' -ddh; traditionally the nation’s, political 
f barometer and a constituency recently 
V abandoned by David Amess, the sitting 
. Tory M^ theOTspicion that he was here 
to woo the electorate was irresistible. - 
. .‘‘It is a very important area for us," 
he admitted. “The whole ofEssex is im- 
portant and I am veiy confident we can 1 , 
wip here. Itwould be a rash person who 
said there is nothing that can be done.” 

But,with the Ibries defending a ma- 
’ jbtily of only 1,480 and .with: Mr Amess 
' hopping over to the, safer, seat of 
Southend West, there Was little convic-. 
tion inMr Howard's voice. - 1 ; -. 

Wfien it was pointed oat to him that 
- there were no Conservatives left on the 
focalcoundl, his response was hardly np- 
beaL “There is.no relationship between 
local elections and Parliamentary -elec- 
-tions,” he said. “There are countless 
examples of where we have Jowrepre- 
sertfatian on the council, but hold the fbr- 
liMhentaiy seat” ' 

- Themopd in BasQdon has undoubtedly 
changed since the Tones swept to victo- 
ry there in 1992. a victory that heralded 
the national success hours later. The par- 
ties know the importance of ibe seat - and 
they both intend to win it - . 

As.if to ram home the pant. Gordon . 
Brown, the Shadow Chancellor, rode into 
town two hours after Mr Howard left and 


delivered a blistering speech on the be- 
trayal of Basildon Man. 

Reminding them of John Major's 
promise not to increase VAT, he said: 
“Within a year, that promise had been 
broken. Tbry promise, Tory betrayal.” 
Then he reminded them of similar bro- 
ken promises on insurance contribu- 
tions, mortgage tax relief ... in fact, on 
22 tax rises. 

“Let me tell Michael Heseltine in 
terms he might understand,” he said. “The 
lories are taxing us before breakfast, as 
soon as we turn the heating on, taxing us 
_ before lunch and taxing ns before dinner. 
'And before you get up the next morning, 
we’re being taxed all over again.” 

The audience - including a group 
who had switched from Tory to Labour 
-lapped it up. 

. - Geraldine Evans, 51. landlady of The 
Barge in \fenge, was typical of the group. 
“I have, never worked so hard for so lit-, 
tie. in all toy life,” she said. “What the 
Coseivatives have done hasmade meveiy 
sad.People don’t seem to count for much 
anymore- there are people in Basildon . 
earning between £1.80' and £2^0 ah 
bour.1 never believed anyone as moderate 
as myself could vote Labour. But Fve 
looked at their policies and they're clos- 
er to my own beliefs.” • 

-. : Tbry stock was indeed low last night as 
Mr Brown savaged the party's perfor- 
mance during his speech to supporters. 
He drew gasps when he broke the news 
- of Hm Smith’s resignation and went fur- 
ther fry making fun of the sitting MPs 
move eastwards. 

■ *T came here hoping to meet David 
Amess.” be said. “There is a courtesy in 
the House of Commons that when you 
visit a constituency of a sitting lory MP 
you write him a letter- but mine was re- 
turned marked ‘Return to sender. Gone 
away.’ It seems David Amess is the only 
Tory candidate in this campaign who has 
moved doser to Europe 

. i-.'i ii\ ■ ' . • • : 



ll*WCW£*K'U_ . 

iiSsiom Kaos 
Imy 




. » • • 

-f' ■- • 

■> . -r. 

‘t .. j . f 

- i \ i 


! ~ y /. 

1 - .1 i ( ■ 

• ' ; v . 

■ ■ i . i . . - 

• 

1 '. r -t • 


I* v t'y 

vt V-v; . 


-Vrifrv-:-. 

1 A<j»sfsss • 






i 

— 

£ 

{'. j 

S V\ ' 





- - f . *: < ; ‘ *• . 





Brought to heel: A member of s t a f f going into the Time nightclub in Basildon, Essex, yesterday after welcoming 
Michael Howard, who had arrived to discuss the drug problem Photograph: Bnan Harris 


Essex road 
scheme 
takes a 
confusing 
turn . . . 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The Department ofTransporr was thrown 
into complete confusion yesterday by a min- 
isterial "announcement” of an £87 5m road 
scheme for Essex. John Watts, the Minis- 
ter for Roads, issued a press notice on 
“Conservative News” noiepaper, 
announcing the scheme during a visit to 
the county, in which the Tories arc de- 
fending three key marginal constituencies. 

He said: "Noise on the A 120 between 
Sianstcd and Braintree is to he reduced, 
and a section of the M 1 1 is to be widened.” 

The news was presented as a victory for 
the “tireless” campaign that had been con- 
ducted by two local MPs. Tony Newton. 
Leader of the Commons, and Sir Alan 
Haselhurst. MP for Saffron Waldon. 

But when The Independent asked the De- 
partment ofTransport for the facts; when 
the decision had been taken and why the 
announcement had been improperly made 
during an election campaign, all questions 
were referred to the department's politi- 
cal adviser. A departmental press officer 
said: “We're in purdah; there's an election 
on. It is not a departmental matter.” 

The Highways Agency said it would try 
to find the answers to factual questions 
about the scheme, specifically when it had 
been asked to carry out a review of noise 
mitigation measures on the Al2fl. 

Some hours later, the ministerial po- 
litical adviser. Lucy Miller, said that the an- 
nouncement of the roads scheme had been 
made as part of the November budget pack- 
age. along with many other roads schemes. 
She thought that Mr Watts's announcement 
of the noise mitigation review was “a gen- 
uine announcement." 

But it is departmental policy to make 
public announcements of road schemes as 
early as possible, to relieve local concern 
and clarify any threat of blight on affect- 
ed homes' and other property. Ms Miller 
thought the decision on the noise review 
had been lakin “some time ago.” 

At that point the Highways Agency said 
that the Department ofTransport press of- 
ficer who bad earlier refused to say anything 
would now answer ail questions. The de- 
partment was unable to answer any ques- 
tions because it is caught up in election rules 
which prohibit any action that might be tak- 
en as partisan. The Independent was told 
later that the Wills scheme was not a gov- 
ernment scheme at all. hut an Essex Coun- 
ty Council project, and that no decision had 
vet been taken on the noise review. 


Ashdown meets hardened criminal with a soft spot 


Barrie Clement - 

A self-confessed armed robber yes- 
terday took a tough line on criminals 
and confessed a sofLspot for Paddy 
Ashdown. 

Speaking from behind bars at 
Colchester police station, -Steven 
Tknsey, who is in the third year of a 
six-year sentence, thought prisons 
were “too soft”. TTbere were curtains, 
carpets and in some cells electrid- 


He would have volunteered for the 
nearby camp, but he was too for into 
his sentence to quality/ 

As Mr Ashdown toured the “cus- 
tody suite” at the police station, 
Tansey, who was jailed for robbing 
a Pbst Office armed with a knife, vol- 


unteered that he would have voted 
Labour if be wasn’t “inside”, but that 
he didn’t realty trust Tony Blair. . 

“I think he might have something 
up his sleeve,” said Thnsey ,who is 
due for release next year and was 
helping police with “other inquiries". 

■ Despite his leanings towards 
Labour he thought Mr Ashdown was 
“a good bloke” who knew what he 
was talking about. 

Alas the Liberal Democrat leader, 
visiting a key constituency for his par- 
ty, never got a chance to persuade 
the forlorn Tansey of the party’s po- 
litical virtues. Mr Ashdown was 
guided away by a custody officer as 
the prisoner told of his “smashing 
family” and how he had got into bad 


at tbe station failed to 


share the prisoner’s enthusiasm for 
the efficacy of a “short, sharp, shock” 
at the local boot camp. 

Chief Inspector Peter Sheldrake 
pointed out that the authorities there 
were failing to “attract” the inmates 
■they were looking for. 

There were 32 places at the camp, 
meant for 18 to 21 -year-olds, but only 
11 of them had been filled. “You've 
got be career-minded to get into tbe 
place,” said Ch lnsp Sheldrake. 
“They are struggling to find people 
who meet the criteria.” He said that 
because it was an open regime seri- 
ous offenders were not counte- 
nanced. 

Emphasising the issue of law and 
order yesterday, Mr Ashdown com- 
mented that boot camps were “huge- 
ly expensive and tough sounding 


gimmicks”, and that the boot camp 
inmates were costing the taxpayer 
nearly £1.935 a week each. “That is 
more expensive than a stay at the 
Savoy” 

Of more concern to the police of- 
ficers was their inability to keep per- 
sistent young offenders off the 
streets. One said: "They’ spend most 
of their time committing burglaries 
to feed their drug habit and then they 
are taken into care.” Pointing down 
to the cells, he said: "It’s a joke down- 
stairs. They see care as an opportu- 
nity to have a dinner, a wash and a 
shave and then they are off again. 

Earlier in the day. Mr Ashdown 
himself was at the scene of a crime. 
The Liberal Democrat leader was giv- 
ing his considered opinions on the 
day's events to a posse of ettmera 


crews when suddenly a brace of ruf- 
fians came pasi in a lorry. 

The bajd, middle-aged "oik” in the 
passenger seat - who seemed 
strangely familiar - grinned hu- 
mourously at Mr Ashdown and in- 
cited the driver to drown out the 
interviews by sounding his horn. On 
the back of the lorry was a large ad- 
vertisement: "Britain's Booming. 
Don't Let Labour Blow It." 

This was Dr Brian Mawhinnev, the 
Conservative Party chairman, who 
was on a charm offensive round the 
streets of Westminster. 

As confirmed by police at Colch- 
ester. Dr Mawhinney was guilty of an 
offence - sounding his horn without 
good reason. Said a constable: "On 
a bad day I would have nicked him 
for breach of the peace.” 



m 


On patrol: Mr Ashdown with two Colchester officers Photogaph: John \foos 
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Brown promises more cash for health 


Steve Boggan and 
Anthony Bevins 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor. Iasi night matched 
the Tory pledge "to increase 
health spending, year-on-year. 
in real terms - after months of 
baiting by ministers. 

Speaking in Basildon. Essex. 
Mr Brown said: “1 told the 
Shadow Cabinet today that a 
Labour government will spend 
more oruhe NHS. Indeed gov- 
ernment spending will rise in real 
terms faster than inflation.” 


Labour says it will give NHS more money every year on condition ;it is spent on patient care 


But he added that he and 
Chris Smith, the party's health 
spokesman, would be setting 
one condition for the extra 
money: “a condition that will 
bring comfort to even- patient 
of the NHS. Yes. we wffl give the 

NHS more money every year. 

But unlike the Tories, we will 
insist that every penny of that 
goes not to administration, but 
to patient care." 

One of Mr Brown's aides said 


[ater that the promise would be 
included in Labour's manifesto, 
finalised at a special meeting, of 
the Shadow Cabinet and the par- 
ty national executive yesterday, 
for publication next week. 

"We're just showing that it is 
not true that the itiries are 
sending more on the NHS than 
we plan to,” he said. “What is 
more important is our com- 
mitment to move funding from 
bureaucracy into patient £3X6.“ 


Earlier, Tony Blair had 
prom bed that the Labour man- 
ifesto would help create a bond 
of trust with the electorate, 
and would not promise anything 
that could not be delivered. 

in spile of Constwatm. 1 ef- 
forts to divert attention from the 
main themes, by concentrating 
their fire on trade union rights, 
Mr Blair played up the “num- 
ber one priority" of education, 
saying: “A vote for Labour is a 


vote for small dass sizes, better- 
quality teaching, new targets for 
reading and writing,' more nurs- 
ery places and a chance to 
learn new skills throughout 
your life." 

David Blunkett, the party’s 
education spokesman, said: 
“This will be the education 
election." But the Labour 
leader . also said that the new 
manifesto would mark “the 

hiirial nf InT-nndU^nF-nirl notifies 


from Labour” and chat it would 
contain an agenda for tax cuts. 

“it pledges that we will cut 
VAT on heating to its lowest 
possible level of per cent Ami 
for the first time, n includes our 
ambition to cm tbe slartmg 
rate of tax. lo 1 Op." 

. He said later, however, that 
the I Op starting rate of income 
tax was an “ambition" and not 
a firm commitment, with 
timescale attached . a We're not: 


going to make promises tiwt we 

■ cant-deliver on this,” he said. 

Asked whether thc burial of 

tar and spend and his agenda 
for lower-tases meant a art m 
foe. overall tax burden, Mr Hair 

.; made no commitment either 
way — other than to say that 
while the Tories were promis- 
mg reductions in Capital Gains 

■ Ihx and Inheritance Ihx for the 

-benefit Of foe wealthy. Labour 
would concentrate its efforts on 


tax cuts for the low-paid. He 
said anvpledge made ^ 
keep and the single most im- 

^rLTfoingintluseiecnonm 

relation to tax B going to tw to 
rebuild the. trust .bepvcen SC^ 
eminent and peopte became 

that mist was broken b> tne 
Consenratives”- Mrvartf 
Todav is the fifth anniwp*®*? 
of John Major’s pledge, gwa 
during the 1992 election cam- 
paign, *ai there would be no e v 

ssl v £»jssss: 

in the 1993 Budget. 


Prescott 
makes 
merry as 
man of 
people 


Jojo Moyes 


“We've got Mr Soamcs. now there's 
a man. He's ibat walking food moun- 
tain you see on TV Mind you. I 
shouldn't talk too much ...7 

The speaker pushed his hair from 
his forehead, and his jowly features 
into a sly smile, and waited for the 
laugh. The delivery may have been 
pure Les Dawson - but the words 
were pure John Prescott. 

In the second week of his 
"Prescott Express” nationwide lour 
of 90 key seats, the deputy leader of 
the Labour Party was working ihe 
crowds with the professionalism of 
a veteran cabaret performer. 
Whether he had. as was rumoured, 
been “exiled” to the regions to pre- 
vent him from saying something 
too blunt for the spin doctors, or 
whether he was simply deemed the 
best person to bring New Labour's 
message to a cynical electorate, 
there was no doubt he was playing 
to his strengths. 

Striding out of the reach of his 
ever-changing team of minders, Mr 
Prescott appears determined to keep 
the scent of stage-management from 
his dealings with real people. 

Donning a server's hat to dole out 
meat pies fo pensioners, or bringing 
terror to his advisers' faces by don- 
ning a toy policeman s hat in front of 
toddlers ’and photographers and ask- 
ing "What am I if I've got this on?". 
Mr Prescolt certainly does it his wav. 

Just as plain-speaking Gate Short 



House calls: John Prescott meeting the people by resurrecting the unfashionable political art of door-to-door campaigning in Welwyn Garden City yesterday 


has been redeemed in the eyes of the 
electorate, the deputy leader s man- 
ner elicits an unusual level of 
warmth. Gemma Layton, and Jacqui 
Bednurek, both 18." from Leighton 
Buzzard, spent some time discussing 
with him Labours plans for educa- 
tion. “He's not high and mighty at 
all,” they said. “He's down lo earth. 
Not like that John Major.” 

And did thev trust him? “Yes”. 


It is the issue of trust that Mr 
Prescott is pushing hard, capitalising 
on continuing barrage of Tory sleaze 
allegations. Everywhere he travels, 
Mr Prescott is handing out “pledge” 
cards and signing them. These out- 
line Labour's early pledges for class 
sizes, young offenders. NHS waiting 
lists, youth unemployment and the 
economy, (and the means of fi- 
nancing them), and they are head- 


lined: “Keep this card and see that 
we keep our promises". 

The cards are a key feature of the 
tour. “The signature is a. personal 
thing. We’re hoping it. will help 
build trust." Mx Prescott says. 
“There's a lot of cynicism around and 
we're coming to areas where you very 
rarely see politicians, during elections 
or otherwise.” 

Indeed, the looks of incredulity 


that greet Mr Prescott in Northaxnpr of locals and party members at 
ton or the departure lounge of Lit- Northampton's ParkJands Commu- 
ton Airport, suggest this may be trim, nity Centre as he rapped witfr live- 


One teena ^erw ho had bis ple dge - 

the leader of the Labour Party" 

. lb drive home this thane, Mr 
Prescott in his first rally on Thesday 
night opened with a rounding attack 
on Ibry sleaze. Speaking largely off 
the cuff. he captivated an audience 


ly and seamless political oratory. 

But while drawing easy laughter 
on the subject of William Waide- 
grave’s “misleading of Parliament’'. 
Or NeO Hamilton's “bad judge- 
ment”. the questions that voters 
ask in reply are not aboutsleaze, bat 
the issues that directly affect them 


Photograph: David Rose 


pensions, education, unemploy- 
ment and crime. 

7 The answers they get appear to sal- 
■ isfy. Mr Prescott is, he keeps saying, 
only going to be “realistic ". He won’t 
promise what he can't deliver. Some- 
times he is quite blunt, but were the 
message coming from anyone other 
than this apparently belligerent bluff 
Northerner one wonders whether 
they would take it so readily. 


3.: 
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Tories return to the attack 
on Labour’s union agenda 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Labour's plans for trade-union 
recognition came under re- 
newed attack yesterday as the 
Conservatives tried to expose 
what they said were plans for 
cross- European co-operation 
between unions. 

G early pleased with reaction 
in Monday's onslaught on the 
Opposition's plans to recognise 
unions if more than half the 
workforce in a company agreed, 
ministers moved to lake the is- 
sue a step further. 

Ian Lang. President of the 
Board of Trade, highlighted 
details of a manifesto pub- 
lished last year by the European 
Trade Union Confederation 
which backed an "employment 
union" similar to planned eco- 
nomic and monetary union. If 
implemented, the plans would 


lead to a 35-hour week, har- 
monised tax and job-creation 
policies and an EV employment 
quango as well as expansion of 
the public secLor, Mr Lang said. 

He said Labour's deputy 
leader. John Prescott, had 
backed the manifesto. “Today's 
revelations show Labour's agen- 
da for boosting union power 
doesn't end with statutory 
recognition. They are also seek- 
ing to mislead ... people into 
thinking the Social Chapter 
poses no threat. But the fact is 
that the trade unions arc sali- 
vating at the prospect of the new 
powers it would give them." 

Mr Prescott said Mr Lang’s 
claims were based “on a total 
misapprehension 

“I was invited to address the 
European trade unions on Feb- 
ruary I. |9pri as a vice-president 
of the Party of European So- 
cialists. to discuss the employ- 


ment chapter proposed at the 
Inter-Governmental Confer- 
ence (of EU leaders). No pact 
was signed. The employment 
chapter under discussion is 
about job creation and reduc- 
ing unemployment. It is not 
about employee rights or a 
four-day week.” 

Tbnv Blair issued a fresh de- 
fence of Labour's plans for 
recognition within British com- 
panies. saying New Labour had 
no plans io return to the strife 
of the 1960s or 1970s. The 
Conservatives had been in- 
dulging in scare tactics, he said. 

“There is no return under our 
proposals to the legislation of 
the 1970s - no secondary action, 
no secondary- picketing, flying 
picketing, no return to the days 
of strikes without ballots or 
the days when union leader; 
didn't have to be elected by bal- 
lots. Even after ev ery change we 


are proposing. Britain would re- 
main with a more restricted 
trade-union legislative frarae- 
work than any country' in the 
Western world." 

The Liberal Democrat 
leader. Paddy Ashdown, said 
both parties’ histories were 
coming back to haunt them, but 
he backed Labour's view that 
employees should be able to 
seek union recognition. “There 
is no reason why a workforce 
should not vote for the union 
that will represent it- There is 
no reason why any in dividual 
who does not wish to be a 
member of a union should not 
be able to do so. This is a hoary 
old chestnut dragged up from 
the past. If you look and see 
what people actually do in 
British industry today, they 
built partnerships, some in- 
volving unions, some not. 
“That's the wav of Lhe future." 



significant shorts 


Flash of inspiration: Nonna Major turns the- spotlight on 
cameramen in Bradford yesterday Photog'aph: Tbm Pifeton 


Thatcher attacks union 'bullies’ 

Baroness Thatcher visited Conservative Central Office 
yesterday for the first time since she was forced out of - 
office in 1990. Lady Thatcher spent two hours inside 
touring, different departments. 

•• She told reporters: “Britain is strong. Her economy is 
strong. Now, we see Mr Blair’s Labour parly is wanting to 
bring in legislation to enhance the power of foe trade 
unions. He wants to increase foe power of the bully boys, 
to go back to t h i n gs we managed to see off." Fran Abrams 

SNP tries to stop TV debate 

Counsel for the Scottish Nationalist Party told a Scottish 
judge yesterday that the party would be disadvantaged in 
its campaign if it were nor allowed to take part in the 
proposed television debate between party leaders. The 
SNP is seeking an interim interdict (an injunction) to stop 
STV and Grampian broadcasting the proposed debate. 

Abortion is election message 

Cardinal ThoraaS Winning. leader of Scotland's Roman 
Catholics, has urged members of his church to make 
abortion the most important issue in the election. In a 
four-page electiorcmessage, to be distributed to churches 
on Easter Sunday, the Cardinal stales that “the first 
priority for Christians to-uphold foe right to life". 
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MP Tim Smith and his wife Jenny after his resignation yesterday over the cash- 
for-questJons scandal .. Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 

Tim Smith thrust 




Christian Woimar 

Westminster Corespondent 

Tun Smith, the former Northern Ireland min- 
ister, win now return to the obscurity from which 
only the cash-for-questions scandal has removed 
him after 17 years as an MR . 

Mr Smith's years in Parliament have been 
undistinguished and uneventful. He first came 
to brief prominence .when he won the 1977 Ash- 
field by-election, a Labour stronghold which 
it lost Because of the financial crises and mid 
term blues of the 1974-9 government. 

He lost the seat at the subsequent 1979 elec- 
tion bur came back to Parliament at a by-elec- 
tion in 1982 v beating off the challenge of one 
TbnyBlair. 

Mr Smith's reparation of anonymity once 
compelled the former Labour minister, Ger- 
ald Kaufman, to' observe, when Mr Smith ap- 
peared at the Despatch Boot as a Northern 
Ireland minister: “I knew the honourable 
gentleman bad learned to crawl, but 1 did not 
know that he had learned to speak." 

He was educat ed at Harrow and Oxford and 
spent his earlyyears as a tax specialist. As a 
result he acquired a batch of consultancies in 
the financial sphere: the British Insurance and 
Investment Brokers' Association, the Com- 
modity Traders Group, Lloyds Group Union 
and the British Venture Capital Association. 

But it was his undeclared work in 1987 for 
Mobamed A] Fayed that was. to be his undo-' 
ing. Evidence leaked last week from the 


Downey inquiry into cash for questions reveals 
that Mr Smith was given several bundles of £50 
notes by Mr A1 fayed and was unable to say 
exactly how much money he received, though 
it was thought to be between £18,000 and 
£25,000. The evidence made dear that Mr 
Smith had taken the money, had declared the 
money to the Inland Revenue only as part of 
partnership earnings with his wife and failed 
to note his interest on the members' register. 

Although Mr Smith says he told the Chief 
Whip, David Whddington, in 1989 about the 
payments. Mr Smith still went on to become 
a junior Northern Ireland minister in 1994 as 
a result of the reshuffle caused by the resig- 
nation of Tim Yeo, who was involved in a sex 
scandal. 

He promptly resigned when allegations of 
the payments were made and investigated by 
Sir Robin Butler, the Cabinet Secretary, but a 
crudal delay of at least 10 days between Mr 
Smith telling Sir Robin and his eventual 
resignation has not been explained by tbe 
Government. 

Mr Smith admitted to his constituencvihat 
he had taken the money and yet its officers 
stood by him. Moreover, John Major, the Prime 
Minister, did not refer Mr Smith to the Mem- 
bers' Interest Committee, despite the dear 
breach of the rules, and so after his resigna- 
tion Mr Smith returned to backbench obscu- 
rity and, amazingly, a seat on the Public 
Accounts Committee which monitors public 
expenditure. 


Hope of reprieve 
handed to GP 
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Cofin Brown - ■ 

Chief Political Correspondent 

GP landholders could be given 
a reprieve following assurances 
by Chris Smith, Labour’s shad- 
ow health secretary, to GP 
leaders that he would allow flex- 
ibility, in his plans for replacing 
-them with commissioning, 
groups. 

BMA leaders emerged from 
the meeting saying they wre en- 
couraged that Mr Smith would 
allow some GPs to hold budgets 
provided they were permitted by 
other GPs in their locality. 

Mr Smith’s aides said fond- 
holdrag would be replaced by 
joint commissioning for NHS 
care within four years of a Lab- 
our government taking office. 

But tbe promise of flexibili- 
ty tould forestall the threat of 
a campaign to stop the plans by 
some GP fundholders. John 

Chisholm, deputy chairman n£_ 
the GPS'- committee said: “Chris 
Smith was pragmatic arid-sen- 
sible about it. 1 think bis poli- 
cies are still evoking. It would 
be ridiculous for the overage 
fundholder to conclude from, 
what we heard that fundbold- 
ing will be dead under a Labour 

government- -1 

However. Mr Chisholm said 
BMA leaders told Mr Smith 
that about a- third -of Britain’s 


30,000 GPs would luce to con- 
' tinue with fundholding. ' 

; -Stephen DonelL the Health 
Secretary, is planning to go on 
the offensive next week by an- 
nouncing that 53 per cent of all 
■ doctors are now voluntary fund- 
holders who would be hit by 
Labour's plans. Sources dose to 
Mr Dorrell said Labour had 
claimed the GPs had joined 
against their will. ‘The BMA 

- tod given the lie to Labour's 
claims,” the source said. 

BMA leaders last night de- 
nied they were on a collision 
course with Labour and rcject- 
. ed reports they had given Mr 
' Smith “some home truths" in 

- their meeting; which had been 
called to clarify Labour’s plans. 

'Labour’s election manifesto 
next week wQ! pledge to replace 
-fundholding with joint com- 
missioning byGPs cooperating 
together to supply care, ending 
the system under which fund- 
. holders can enable patients in 
effect to jump the queues for 
treatment by NHS Trusts. 

The BMA raid that there 
were still a lot of “grey areas’ 7 
about Labour’s plans. “We 
-think those who entered fond-. 
, holding have pill in a massive 
’ amount of time,, effort and 
' money and dearly we don't be- 
lieve it can be ' abandoned 
-overnight,” said aBMA source. 


Open and 
shut book 
for shy 
Redwood 


Frm Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


There had. apparently, been 
a genuine punter in the Vic- 
toria Street branch of Books, 
Etc, just before John Red- 
wood arrived to sign copies of 
. his. new tome:. But he or she 
had taken fright on seeing the 
massed ran ks of Her 
Majesty's press and had left. 

The former Secretary of 
State for Wiles was left for- 
lomly signing a huge pile of pa- 
perbacks of Our Currency, Our 
Country while the backs fired 
questions at him in the hope 
of catching a hint of dissent. 

Wfes this the opening shot in 
a lary leadership campaign'? 
Why had Mr Redwood first 
cancelled the official launch of 
his book and then staged a 
hastily arranged signing? Had 
he been strong-armed by the 
Prime Minister? Had his’ talks 
with the whips been enjoyable? 
Was his anti-European stance 
splitting his party? 

But Mr Redwood stead- 
fastly toed the line. “I am 
singing from a verv s imil ar 

hymn sheet to the Chancel- 
lor." he said. "The Cabinet is 
absolutely righ t to say ‘no’ to 
a fudged single currency. This 
book says there is veiy unlikely 
to be anything but a fudged 
single currency on offer.” 







Used politician: 
charming model, 
one careful party, 
a real goer 



Steve Norris: Soundbite master leaving Commons 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

Would you buy a used car from 
Steven Norris? Thousands did 
and “not one of my customers 
ever complained”, the former 
transport minister reminds us. 

Fora serial charmer like Mr 
Norris selling things is a lifelong 
obsession. Politics, you sec. is 
not just about the policies, hut 
how well vou peddled them. 
Rarely bested, his skill at the 
despatch box often saw him up- 
stage cabinet colleagues. 

Despite his obvious talents, 
high office eluded him. Once 
a millionaire, he suffered 
financial losses in the 1980s and 
his political career stalled when 
it emerged he had wooed a 
siring of women as well as a 
wife. 

Now the former car dealer 
turned politician is leaving the 
Commons to “repair the hole in 
ray personal balance sheet”. “I 
have been rich and I have been 
famous, but I would rather be 
rich," he charms. 

Before he goes. Mr Norris' 
pitch-perfect patter will be used 


Randeep Ramesh follows a consummate performer 
making his valedictory sales pitch to the electorate 


to rally true-blue troops in Lon- 
don and the South-east. He still 
turns in a crease less perfor- 
mance. The tone is insistent, the 
stare unwavering and the mes- 
sage uncluttered. "Vole for the 
social chapter, the minimum 
wage, the union bosses - that Is 
New Labour. The electorate 
have to remember what this is 
really is about. The economy, 
stupid ..." he intones. 

And what about New 
Labour. Sieve - dodgy politicos 
with dodgier policies? “Tony 
Blair, lovely chap. A shade too 
draconian for me. Really he en- 
capsulated Douglas Hurd's 
ideas when he was shadow 
Home Secretary better than 
we did.” Sorry, Steve? 

“Oh Jack Straw, veiy capable 
and very nice. His mother is 
my constituen t and a veiy good 
local councillor. I can't believe 
he believes what he says...” Oh. 

For Mr Norris this is politics, 
stupid. “What unites all politi- 


cian's is that we all want the 
greatest good for the greatest 
number. There is infinitely 
more that unites us than divides 
us." the former salesman 
soundbites effortlessly. 

How. one mieht ask. can a 


6 I’ve been rich 
and famous but 
I’d rather be 
rich 5 


Tory election chief speak of such 
things? "Very easily. If the pre- 
sent polls continue through - 
and I am fighting to stop them 
- then Britain will wake up to 
a Labour government," replies 
Mr Norris. 

If Tony Blair happens to run 
Whitehall after 1 May. then the 


super-salesman will tailor his 
pitch. 

It will not be difficult. Dry as 
dust on economic issues. Mr 
Norris grew up with the side- 
burn liberalism of the l%0s that 
ensured he is "left of the main- 
stream Conservative party on 
many social issues 

Honest)', one imagines, is 
not always the best policy for 
politicians. Mr Norris' indiscreet 
comment about commuters be- 
ing “dreadful human beings" in 
1995 had him up in the press' 
sights for weeks. 

“The media lens is enor- 
mously discriminating. Most 
politicians just ubfuscate and it 
accentuates that. I just believe 
it is a real turn off." 

Apart from collecting a re- 
spectable port folio of jobs be- 
fore he departs from the 
Commons - a £IWJ.0iW post as 
head of the Road Haulage 
Association, another part-time 
non-executive role with a bus 


firm - Mr Norris believes leav- 
ing Westminster docs not mean 
leaving politics. 

“On transport 1 might dis- 
agree with Andrew [Andrew 
Smith - Labuur's front bench 
spokesman on transport} on 
how to tackle the investment 
problems facing the Tube - but 
I want what's best for the 
passenger and I will work fur 
that." w 

He even admits in the fact 
that bus deregulation has its 
"weaknesses". "The sheer 
volume of competition has let 
in too man\ - cowboys." say's Mr 
Norris. 

The next administration 
will find it difficult to dismiss 
his ideas. Mr Norris single 
handedlv replaced the Conser- 
vatives’ road-building fetish 
with a distinctly green-edged 
policy. 

Only last w eek, his admission 
that protesters were right to op- 
pose the controversial New- 
bury bypass had ministers 
grumbling. "Steven took his 
job seriously." confessed one 
senior civil servant, "hut not 
himself." 
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election countdown 
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Voters 
wary of 
economic 
booms 

Academics say electorate judges 
government on whole record 


51511 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The good news for ihe Con- 
st? natives is that the economy 
docs make a difference to voles. 
The bad new's is that voters 
judge a government on its en- 
tire' record, and not just what 
happens in the few months be- 
fore the election. 

These findings suggest that 
the Government's bid to exploit 
the economy in its "Britain is 
Booming” campaign could 
prove futile. 

Two academics. Colin Wren 
at the University of Newcastle 
and Daniel Dorling from Bris- 
tol University, find' themselves 
agreeing with Kenneth Clarke's 
often-repeated assertion that 
manipulation of the economy for 
political purposes around elec- 
tion lime is not credible. As 
recently as this month the Chan- 
cellor said in a speech: “The sto- 
ry is not ‘boom boom Britain’.” 

This week, however, the Con- 
servative Research Department 
sem out a pamphlet tilled ' One 
Week in Booming Briiohi ” list- 
ing a week's worth of news items 
showing the economy in the 
brightest possible light, ranging 
from the official figures on un- 
employment (down) and retail 
sales (up) to the success of 
British designers in the Paris 
fashion week. 

But the new research, pre- 
sented at the annual conference 
of the Royal Economic Society 
yesterday, suggests the econo- 
my only delivers votes if it has 
been performing well for a sus- 
tained period. There is no evi- 
dence that ev ents nearer to the 
election date carry greater 
weight with voters. 

They conclude that a pre- 
election boom will cany few est 
votes when it is most needed by 
the incumbent Government. 


The electorate is unlikely to be 
fooled by a late improvement in 
economic indicators. 

The research shows that the 
economy did significantly affect 
Lhc Conservatives' share of the 
vote at constituency level in the 
past three general elections. 

House prices and unem- 
ployment were the most im- 
portant influences. Rilling 
inflation only mattered in 19S3 
because it had been so high be- 
forehand, and faded in impor- 
tance when it was lower in the 
subsequent campaigns. 

In the 1987 general election 
the economy contributed nearly 
5 per cent to the Conservatives' 
31. S per cent share of the vote. 
It was the fact that house prices 
had been climbing and unem- 
ployment failing for some years 
that made such a big difference. 

In 1992 there was little eco- 
nomic influence on votes. Al- 
though unemployment had 
continued to fall, it was offset 
by the collapse in house prices. 

This time around the fact that 
unemployment has been on a 
downward trend since the end of 
1992 should help the Govern- 
ment. But the upturn in house 
prices is less than a year old. 

The authors warn too. that 
they can not rule out the possi- 
bility that the Government’s 
humiliation over the pound's exit 
from the European Exchange 
Rate Mechanism has perma- 
nently changed the links be- 
tween the economy and votes. 

A separate pamphlet pub- 
lished yesterday, by the Con- 
servative-leaning Centre for 
Policy Studies, claimed that the 
British economy has undergone 
a “miracle’’. Author Keith Mare- 
den, more in tune with the 
Chancellor’s views, argues that 
the UK has been one of the best 
performing big economies over 
the past 18 years. 
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Shuffling die pack: Some of the characters who appear in The Naked Truth, election playing cards which will be. published next; week and anil leave many politicians and 
other household names exposed. From left: Tony Blair, Paddy Ashdown, Michael Heseltine, Robin Cook, Gordon Brown, John Prescott, Glenda Jackson and John Major 

Fran Abrams While the shadow Chancel- the Daily Telegraph, has taken and Virginia Bottomley all jcun MrThylor might not regard 1<&3 election, was in partnership 

Political Correspondent lor, Gordon Brown, has appar- few hostages. Sir James, the bil- Mrs Whitehouse in the not-so- the topless exposure of Mrs with the V&A. Sales went 

entJy e sca ped lightly with only lionaire founder of the Refer- exclusive club of the topless - Whitehouse as an emergency, through the roof after the mu- 

Sir James Goldsmith has been two of his cheeks in view, the endum Party, is given full- there are bound to be ructions, but the founder of the Viewers’ seuxn was forced to withdraw its 

shocked into silence. Mary current incumbent of the TVea- frontal treatment, along with Sir James’ personal assis t ant and Listeners' Association does, copies from theshelves for fear 

Whitehouse has already been on sury, Kenneth Clarke, is shown Labour’s deputy leader, John said he had seen the pack and Last night, shewas taking legal . of allegations that it had shown 

the blower to New Scotland complete with four. Prescott, who appears in full had nothing to say, but Mrs advice on whether she could seek political bias. 

Yard. If nothing else, the pub- The Home Secretary, head-to-toe glory as the King of Whitehouse was true to form, an injunction to : prevent the “I wouldn’t say any of these 

Ikation of the 1997 election play- Michael Howard, creeps into Hearts. *• Barely had The Independent packfrombeing published. were offensive. They are just a 

ing cards next week will leave the action as the Jack of Spades Still, not everyone wiD be up- replaced its -telephone on the “I will have to have a look at bit of fun,” he said. “But if Mary 
Britain's political figures look- with a cheek-count of three, but seL Michael Heseltine, the hook after calling her than a this, .but I would most certain- Whitehouse wants to ^object, 

ing more than usually exposed, bridge and poker players every- deputy Prime Minister, might Sergeant Bill Taylor called bade ty object "dresai&^Nobody has then that will be great.” 

The card pack, called The where wiU be relieved to know even be quite flattered by the di- from the central command at approached me, ami f would not For those readers with strong 

Naked Truth, features the first . that they are to be spared the menaons of his portrayal as the . New Scotland YhrtL V; have agreed to this” stomachs, the cards will be on 

ever topless portrait of Mrs sight of his nipples. King of Spades. " . ** Wedon ’ L think/we ^can The .publisher., Yasha display along with earlier ver- 

Whitehouse along with a series The cartoonist, 26-year-old. . . But with a nipple count this .do anything .• fafe. emtafoed- Beiesinerof LmerCol London^ sionsatthe mterCol Gallery in 
of slightly risqul likenesses of Jake, (aka Jason Pratt) whoTias high - Harriet Hannan. Mar- “This is where’ w& the ' wagnot imtiulyTOdcented.'His * Islington High Street, London, 
other household names. worked for the Guardian and garet Beckett, Glenda Jackson emergency calls.” ' first such' venture, during the from next Wednesday. 


While the shadow Chancel- 
lor, Gordon Brown, has appar- 
ently escaped lightly with only 
two of his cheeks in view, the 
current incumbent of the Trea- 
sury. Kenneth Garke, is shown 
complete with four. . 

The Home Secretary, 
Michael Howard, creeps into 
the action as the Jack of Spades 
with a cheek-count of three, but 
bridge and poker players every- 
where wiU be relieved to know 
that they are to be spared the 
sight of his nipples. 

The cartoonist, 26-year-old. 
Jake, (aka Jason Pratt) whoTias 
worked for the Guardian and 


the Daily Telegraph, has taken 
few hostages. Sir James, the bil- 
lionaire founder of the Refer- 
endum Party, is given full- 
frontal treatment, along with 
Labour’s deputy leader, John 
Prescott, who appears in full 
head-to-toe glory as the King of 
Hearts. 

Still, not everyone wiD be up- 
set. Michael Heseltine, the 
deputy Prime Minister, might 
even be quite flattered by the di- 
mensions of his portrayal as the . 
King of Spades. 

. . But with a nipple countlhis 
high - Harriet Harman. Mar- 
garet Beckett, Glenda Jackson 


and Virginia Bottomley all jcun 
Mrs Whitehouse in the not-so- 
exclusive dub of the topless - 
there are bound to be ructions. 

Sir James' persona) assistant 
said he had seen the pack and 
had nothing to say, but Mrs 
Whitehouse was true to form. 

Barely had The Independent 
replaced its -telephone on the 
hook after calling her than a 
Sergeant Bill Taylor called back 
from the central command at 
New Scotland Yard> *£ ; 

. ■‘We don’t thinkweean 
do anything,” 

“This is where ' wfc.faki* "the 1 
emergency calls!” ■ 1 


Mr Taylor might not regard 
the topless exposure of Mrs 
Whitehouse as an emergency, 
but the founder of the Viewers' 
and Listeners' Association does. 
Last night, she was taking legal 
advice on whether she could seek 
an injunction to : prevent the 
pack' from being published. 

“I will have to have a look at 
rhk . but I would most certain- 
ly object.” she said. “Nobody has 
approached toe, and f would not 
have agreed- to this ” 

The publisher., Yasha 
Beiesinerof InterCol London^ - 
was not unduly^ deemed- TBs 
first such' venture, during the 
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Education Editor ' 

Teachers are struggling to gain 
respect in the face of television 
shows which portray, them as 
crazy and poverty which forces 
them to wear scruffy clothes,- a' 
conference of the profession 
was told yesterday. 

While the police and doctors 
are portrayed as caring and 
heroic in television shows such 
as BBCTs Casualty and Carl- 
ton’s Thieftakers, BBCl’s Chalk 
has a mentally unstable deputy 
head and teachers who lose 
their trousers. 

At the annual conference of 
the Association of Tkach ers 
and Lecturers in Cardiff, com- 
plaints were made about the 
show during a debate about the 
need to improve teachers sta- 
tus Members were also told that 
student teachers were teased by 
pupils because of their limited 
wardrobes. 

Sara Kemsley, from Ion- 
bridge Grammar School in 
Kent said: “ r We have a dazzling 
array of high-quality drama on 
television: The Bill, Hill Street 
Blues, ER, Casualty. Peak Prac- 
tice. And then we have Chalk. 

The police and doctors are 
promoted as being full of ded- 
ication, hard-working people 
battling heroically against the 
odds and under-funding. 

They deliver a service which 
is respected- Then you have a 
perverse and vapid comedy 
wbereyou have an empty school 
apparently run by a mentally un- 
stable deputy head and a witty 
plot involving a loss of trousers. 


There are two classrooms in 
which there are IS delinquent 
youngsters and no attempt is be- 
ing made to teach them.” 

Peter Smith, the association's 
general secretary, objected to 
the show on the grounds that h 
was bad and unfunny. T don’t 
take ft seriously as a malicious 
travesty of teaching. It is a 
lousy show and should be tak- 
en oft" The series, by Steven 
Moffat, a former teacher, fea- 
tures Eric Slatt, played by David 
Bamber, as the deputy head of 
a comprehensive. A second se- 
ries is already in preparation. 

Kevin Lygo, head of Inde- 
pendent Commissions Enter- 
tainment, who commissioned 
the series said: “ Chalk is a 
comedy. Just as Ben Elton's 
Thin Blue Line does not reflect 
the modern police force nor the 
Vicar of Dibley the Church of 
England today. Chalk was nev- 
er intended to reflect life in 
British schools.” 

Earlier, the conference was 
told that student teachers were 
too bard-up to look smart 
Gillian ShepWd, the Secretary 
of State for Education, said re- 
cently that scruffy teachers 
should not be in the profession. 
But a survey commissioned by 
the Association . from Oxford 
Brookes University revealed 
student teacbere’ financial pfighL 

Caroline Wake. 23, a newly 
qualified teacher from Holyport 
Manor School in Berkshire, 
said that die had been forced ( 
to take out three student loans 
during her training. From next 
week she had to start paying j 
back her loans because her 
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of dinosaur era 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor .a 

: 7 — 7 ! : e 

The dinosaurs were already dy- e 
mg off when a massive asteroid 
crashed into the Earth about k 
65 million years ago, according h 
to a leading group of British sd- n 

entists. li 

The real cause of their de- e 
dine was probably a combina- n 
tion of climate changes, sucb as n 
volcanic eruptions, combined ft 
with a gradual but significant u 
drop in sea levels, around . 
the world, said a team of 22 pi 
experts. - ; . “i 

The dinosaurs were not the a 
only creatures to suffer as gk)b- a 
al climate change altered habi- tl 
tats, said Dr Norman McLeod, vi 
who led the research over the w 
past 10 years. 4 

Millions of species also dis- sj 
appeared over the course of al- b 
most 11 mfllian years before and f< 
after the asteroid impact - an d 
event geologists caD the “Cre- 
taceous-Te rt iary biotic transi- li 
don" - or. more pronoun ceably, o 
the “K-T boundary" 

The asteroid impact in the h 
Yucatan peninsula in the Gulf e: 
of Mexico was confirmed last E 
month by geological evidence tc 
that was finally tied together by e< 
an American team: w 

But the British team, in- 
cluding scientists at the Natnr- \ L 
alHistoiy Museum, Uniyeirity tl 
College, London; and Birk- tl 
beck College reckon it was in m 
feet only the coup de gnSrc. for " fc 

a huge number of species which, 
disappeared from the fossil IS 
record soon afterwards. ct 

“iTbere are other ways than j— 
an asteroid to produce extinc- 
tions.” said Dr McLeod, from 
the Natural History M us eu m . 
“Tbe sea level now is, histori- 
cally. low.” That- is because -» 


“mid-ocean ridges" have fallen 
as the Earth’s crust has shifted, 
enlarging tbe ocean basins and 


- The effect was to lower the sea 
level around the world. It would 
have fallen by about 50 to 100 
metres over the course of mil- 
lions of years. But that has the 
effect of changing the climate, 
making summer and winter 
more extreme, and so in turn al- 
tering and fragmenting the habi- 
tats that species were used to. 

. Eventually animals and 
plants would be marooned in 
“islands" of favourable climate, 
and so become vulnerable to 
any change in conditions. Only 
the more adaptable would sur- 
vive. Among those which did 
were mammals. However. mfl~ 
lions of plant and animal 
species at all levels erf complexity 
became extinct as sea levels 
fell and weather systems 
changed. 

The latest findings are pub- 
lished this week in the Journal 
of the Geological Society. ■ 

The asteroid impact theory 
had suggested that a huge 
extra-terrestrial rock hit die 
Earth, throwing up enough dust 
to cut out sunlight and cause the 
eqiuvaJeutof a “nuclear winter" 



But Professor Alan Lord of 
UCL, one of the paper's au- 
thors, said: “We can't say that 
the meteorite didn’r deal the fi- 
nal blow, but they seemed to be 
fading anyway. 

"Maybe it was something 
like genetic exhaustion - they 
couldn't adapt." 


ST JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE ST-.4-ONDON E8 4SA 
(CbartJy ttet Mo. 231323)- 

fin ‘Easter 
Messaae 


, Throughout tbe tong vrtnter. 
the tost for. many, in our 
i care, the warmth ol jrour 
compassion wKunfcwgotabie. . 

We thank you onthorbehaiL 

May your kindness be Messed 
by peace ~aod good health.; 
I during Easier and alf seasons. ! 
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Image makers: Jon Alderton playing a dishevelled teacher m the Seventies series Please, Sir (left), and David Bamber as Slatt, trying to make his mark at Galfast High in Chalk 


salary as a special-needs teacher 
had reached £15.000. Of that, 
£4500 a year went on rent, well 
over £5,000. food £1 500 on tax 
, £1500 on telephone, gas and 
electricity and bouse mainte- 


nance and £1.000 on a car. 
Paying back her loan at £840 a 
year left her £160 a year for 
clothes and everything else. 

Ms Wake, wearing a floral 
dress, T-shin and cardigan. 


said: ‘Am 1 really expected io 
look smart at school on that?" 

Andy Garner, head of histo- 
ry at Chantry High School, in 
Suffolk, who earns £25.000 af- 
ter 25 years in teaching said: 


“The local Oxfam shop has 
belter clothes in it than our staff 
room - or it did have until 1 
bought this jacket.” He said that 
when his son joined the school 
where he taught evervone knew 


that he was his son because the 
holes in their clothes were in the 
same places. 

■ Pupils arc still making false 
allegations of assault against 
teacher*, it was said at die ATL 


conference. One teacher was ar- 
rested though her headteacher 
was in the room with heral the 
time nf the alleged assault and 
saw immediately that the allo- 
cation was groundless. 
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GLOBAL VILLAGE 

EST.I997 



The Global Village: an idea said to have origi- 
nated from Marshall McLuhan back in the '60s. 

A concept looking for an implementor. 

A notion that needed vision, of course, but 
als o some down-to-earth things. 

Such as capital and a network big enough to 
bring all the existing villages together. 


Such as the vision to have invested early 
in the Internet. 

Such as the commitment to embrace 
competition and bring choice to customers 
worldwide. 

Such as the ability to build partnerships and 

alliances which provide local understanding 


and on-th e-ground support. 

The promise of the creation of Concert pic 
from the proposed merger of BT and MCI will 
mean nothing less than the first communicannns 
company for the world. 

And the official opening of the gates to a 
village the size of a planet. 
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Kick in the nants for Tesco over cheap Levis 


Nigel Cope and 
Chris Hughes 


A supermarket chain has 
sparked a passible price war in 
Lesi jeans by offering the fash- 
ionable 501 "brand al prices up 
io £25 lower than those in oth- 
er stores. 

Tesco s decision to charge just 
£30 for Leri 501s compared to 
prices of over £50 in Levi’s own 
stores- brought an angry reac- 
tion from Levi Strauss and 
could prompt other retailers to 
join a price war In the battle for 
the “denim pound". 

Tosco 's move to sian selling 
Levi 501s in 128 of its super- 
markets this week was made 
without Levi's permission as the 
jeans giant said it did not con- 
sider supermarkets an appro- 
priate place for its products to 
be sold. Levi's spends millions 
advertising its jeans which it pro- 
motes as stylish fashion essen- 
tials aimed principally at a 
teenage audience. It regards its 
jettns as too sexy to be sold 
alongside the frozen peas and 
loo rolls in a supermarket. 

The move to cut the price of 
jeans is just the latest in a se- 
ries of assaults by supermarkets 
on goods it regards as over 
priced. Other targets have in- 
cluded books, medicines and 
compact discs. The jeans battle 
is a also re-run of the attempt 
by the supermarkets to sell cut- 
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price perfumes a few years ago 
when the fragrance houses 
claimed the products needed to 
be sold by expert staff. 

Le\i's refusal to supply Tesco 
has forced the supermarket to 
go di reel to an oflraaJ Levi sup- 
plier in Mexico where it has se- 
cured a supply of 45,000 men's 
501s. It immediately claimed the 
moral high ground saying the 
price of some branded goods 
were often to high. 

“Tesco aims to bring the best 
products at unbeatable prices." 
Tesco director Simon Unwins 
said. “Unfortunately some 
brands try to restrict the mar- 
ket and force customers to pay 


a higher price. We believe that 
is unfair." 

Levi's denied that it tried to 
control prices. “We absolutely 
have no desire to set retail 
prices. It's a matter for indi- 
vidual stockists,” a spokesman 
said. However, it does have 
strict criteria which stockists 
must meet. These arc that staff 
should be extensively trained in 
the subject of “jeanswear" that 
there should be a clearly delin- 
eated Levi's area and a range 
of styles at different prices. 

Mark Elliott at Levi's said: 
“We are concerned to make the 
shopping environment as pleas- 
ant and appealing to customers 
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Bottom fine: A tesco assistant with a par of Leri jeans. Levfs television advertisements 


» a teenage autfence 


Rxjtogaph: Edward 


as possible. There are objective 
criteria which stores must meet, 
and they [Tfesco] didn't meet 
them." tesco has only managed 
to secure a supply of men's but- 
ton-up fly 501s in stonewash red. 


black and yellow. It has paid 
£25.62 per pair so charging £30 
still gives the supermarket a 
mark up of 15 per cent Levi’s 
said it was concerned that it 
could not verify the source of 


the Ibsco jeans and is invest*- . 
gating the matter. However, 
.thecompany said it would con- 
sider supplying TfesCo’if it mod- ; 
ifiedthe way it sold die jeans.; 

- ' The .company denied - that 


Can Nationwide give you a 


return on your savings? 


Tmie the savings 


Call free on If 9 If Vi fW fiW Ilf (quoting ref SCOT) 


Mon - Fri, 8am - 8pm. Weekends, Sam - 6pm. 


Nationwide customers already know they're and building societies. 


An investment of £25,000 for 12 months from the 


getting a great rate. If you have your savings elsewhere, 


For starters - take TESSA. Investing £500 on the 26th February 1997 would give you £675 interest. 


why not cake the Challenge and see if you could loin 26rh February 1 99" with Nationwide gives you 6.5% with the Alliance & Leicester and just £337.50 with 


them. Were committed to remaining a building society, compared with 5.7% with the Halifax, 5% with the Northern Rock. However, Nationwide’s CashBuilder .. 


which means more of our profits can be ploughed Woolwich or just 4.2% wirh the Brisrol Sc West. 


would earn you a staggering £1,025. 


back into benefits for the customer. 


Or take branch based instant access accounts. 


Regardless of the account or amount, you may 1 


This includes offering consistently better 


rates of interest on your savings, both now 


and in the long term. We've compared our 
savings rates with those of the top 30 banks 



be pleasantly surprised. And. opening an 


account couldn't be easier. So either call us 


now or simply pop into your local branch. : 


Take the Challenge - be a winner. 


Find us on the Internet at hup://www. naiionwide.co.uk 
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Nationwide 
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image was involved. stock 

a wide variety of outlets, from 
department stores to mailorder, 
aH with, a very (fiffeient feel, be- 
cause bur customers want to 
shop in different environments. 


But department stores have a 
dear nng-fence aroun d th en 
jeans, and the staff are expert 
in selling clothes. That's ibe en- 
vironment we're looking for. 

Business comment, page 25 


The cost of legging it 
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impose 


Patrida W^nn Davies ' 

i^gsi Affairs 


baby was in the footling breech 
postlion. Lady Justice Bmler- 


a pr^parit woman®, nave a 
caesareanagainst hertrill if she 
is capable of decajdng against 
medical . .intervention, even 
though ;h 0 r refusal might risk. 
herdeatiHir that of her unborn; 
child.' 

That ridinft ly the Q>urt of 
Appeal yesterday, .makes- it 
clear that a foetus has no 
greater rxgjbts than those . of its 
mother and that the medical 
profession should only dun to 


eratewthbut consent where the 
woman lacks the capacity to de- 
ride for herself. 

- While Miss MB, the woman 
involved in the case, tost her ap- 
peal, the guidance was viewed 
as a patential brake on the ea- 
gemess of doctors to resort to 
the courts in the face of a 
wozhan’s refusal to undergo an 
unwanted caesareaii, and on the 
willingness of j udges to autho- 
rise non-consensual surgery. 

Future cases, however, .will 
still turn heavfly on Aether in- 
dividual women, in the; final 
stages of pregnancy are judged 
“competent" to withhold con- 
sent or not 

The judges were giving their 
reasons for deciding at a late- 
night emergency hearing five 
weeks ago that doctors could 
cany oat necessary treatment, 
using any “reasonable force” 
necessary v on Miss MB, whose 


ou the facts of her case Ixxause 
she had refused at the' last 
minute to have her baby by cac- 
■ sarean when suffering tempo- 
rary mental incompetence 
; caused by needle- phobia. 

The fear of needles, which 
caused her to refuse an anaes- 
tbetic, dominated, her thmldn g 
and^made her incapable of 
' making a derision, the judges 
said. 

Beverley Lawrence Beech, 
chairman of the Association for 
Improvements in the Materni- 
ty Services, castigated a “gag- 
. ging” . : order which bans 
identification of the hospitaL 
health authority and doctors in- 
volved in the case as well as the 
mother and child. She said: 
“Women need to know which 
hospital was involved, and 
.which consultant.” 

Tbe’ap'peal court, however, 

' overruled twp earlier state- 
ments by senior judges. Lord 
Donaldson, former Master of 
the Rolls, had been wrong to 
suggest in a 1992 case that the 
death of a- viable foetus might 
be a valid consideration in de- 
ciding a dispute over medical 
. treatment] when this had never 
been sanctioned by Parliament, 
and Sir Stephen Brown, the 
President of the Family Division, 
. , wronger allowed “the interest of 
the foetus "to prevail in a later 
case the same year, they said, 


Nicole Veash 


A schizophrenic murderer who 
lolled a man during a bungled 


Although Jackson will be de- 

imed TTl RwVl HlWW Im L- 


bank robbery 30yea« ago was 
yesterday sentenced. at iheOId 


yesterday sentenced at theOId 
Bailey. ; ' . . 

Unemployed Arthur Jack- 
son was sent to the fop securi- 

rv . , 


transferred to a hospital in his 
native Scotland in toe.future. 

Outside the court, Belcher’s 
Widow,. V&lerie; withTier chii- 
_drenJMhrtrn,39,Trsuy, 32, and 
Jason, 31, esqjressed deep dis- 
a PP^atment ar the sentence! 


through the heart mT967. ' 

; The court heard thatJackson, 
60, had shown no remorse over 
the death of Fletcher, who was 
posthumously awarded', the 
George Cross. He dtoied mur- 
der hut admitted manslaughter 
on the grounds of; diminished 

responsibility. . - 

Years later, he confessed to 
the killing, while serving a jail 
term in the United Slates forat- 
tempted murder; 

Mr Justice Potts 'tdd Jackson: ‘ 
A hoq>itaJ order without re- 
striction of time in your case is 
appropriate. lam satisfied that 
.as aieaultofyonr, mental illness 
you are an exceptionally dan-’ 
gerous floan." ' ; . . ‘ ^ 


.sme said. Her son, Jason, who 
wasvjsibfy angiy at the outcome, 
said: “I wanted hira-tdbe told 
that he would be injail for the 

rest ofms natural me; Justice 
haa't bee^■done. , ';,- x ! 
prla ndri P<w»iialV ior the 
^ Mlsbn tad ahtswn 
no remorsefor ^ shooting. 

^ 1967; JadsBpfrrobbed the 
Naboaal Provincial Bank hi 


mm 9*1 

with £136 when Mr 
rtetetxxiv. seff-en^toyeefeon- 
t ^ £ ^^tervened.Hecfeased 
the gunman up a <ad-<ie*ac bat 
^bca^xia^adoJ^sod shot 
fcj®. m tiie chest ^ heidied 
ahnost munedihtefy. " 
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race - in seven million snapshots 
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Past and Present: Wantage marketplace In Oxfordshire as it Is today and as it was back in 1954. The Fifties scene is among the archives at the National Monuments Record Centre in Swindon, Wiltshire Photograph: John Lawrence 
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Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

England's town scapes and 
countryside may be changing 
fast, but the coal mines, gas 
works, workaday farm buildings 
and parades of mundane shops 
swept away in recent decades 
have not disappeared without 
trace. 

Tbday one of the country's' 
biggest archival resources 
emerges "from obscurity with 
opening of a gallery and shop 
to publicise the treasures of the 
National Monuments Record 
Centre. 

The NMR holds mare than 
7 million photographs, drawings 
and maps covering every aspect 
of the architecture and 
archaeology of England - all 
available to the public, though 
the centre in Swindon. Wilt- 
shire, had only 5,200 visitors last 
year. 

It is the records arm of the 
Royal Commission on the His- 
torical Monuments of England, 
an £llm-a-year state-funded 
operation whose work belies the 
dusty image of its formal title. 

Consider, for example, the 
physical transformation of large 
parts -of Nottinghamshire, 


Huge archive of images of the English townscape and countryside emerges from obscurity 
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The archives show a view of Exeter (left) in 1942 and 


Sutton's seed shop in Reading in 
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South Yorkshire and the North- sides of suspiciously regular 
east —let alone the social up- shape. Yet without the com- 
heaval - caused by the closure mission there would be no com- 
of coal mines over the past prehensive picture of what has 
decade. gone. 

Pit-bead gear and rail sidings Its specialists have recently 
have disappeared and slag completed a detailed photo- 
heaps have become grassy hiD- graphic survey of not just the 


country’s coal mines, but all the 
other buildings that went to 
make up the mining communi- 
ty - the- National Union of 
Mineworkcrs’ offices, welfare 
dubs, sports grounds, local 
shops and colliery houses. 

Two long-term projects are 


the surveying of non-conformist 
chapels, many of which have 
been turned into houses, and 
farm buildings. Most are 
unlisted and are often removed 
from the landscape altogether. 

Only the NMR pictures re- 
main to inform historians or in- 


terested local people of what a 
particular stretch of countryside 
actually looked like. A nation- 
al survey of hospitals is also 
underway. 

Planners and architects use 
the NMR to research vernacu- 
lar building styles and archae- 


ologists draw on its air pho- 
tographs and site historical site 
details. Old maps and pho- 
tographs are also used occa- 
sionally to settle boundary 
disputes between neighbours." 

None the less the NMR 
believes many more people 


would use the service if only 
they knew about it. 

The new gallery is intended 
to lift a comer on what is avail- 
able. It will hold exhibitions of 
the cream of the 7 million pho- 
tographs while further images 
cart be studied on computer 
screens. 

Visitors will also be able to 
leave an inquiry’ to find out what 
the NMR holds on their town 
or village. 

The gallery, along with the 
archive "itself, is at the hearL of 
exactly the type of much- 
changed industrial site that the 
commission has been keen to 
document. 

It is housed in a building dat- 
ing back to 1842 and designed 
by" Isambard Kingdom Brunei 
for the Great Western Railway. 

What was once one of the 
greatest railway works in the 
country is now "mainly devoted 
to the contemporary obsession 
with shopping. 

The national records centre 
is hoping that at least some of 
the 5 million people a year 
expected at the “Designer Out- 
let Village" will turn away from 
the smart shops long enough to 
discover something of Eng- 
land's past 


Seven of the world’s largest pharmaceutical and medical research companies. 
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Five of the top oil and gas producers, financial service leaders in 19 countries. 


What do they have in common? For one thing, success in brutally competitive 


fields. For another, 64-bit AlphaServer” systems from Digital. Pharmaceutical 


giant Rhdne-Poulenc Rorer manages a 400- billion-character data ware- 


house with an AlphaServer 8400, delivering data to its sales force 30 days 
ahead of the competition. Sunoco in Canada depends on the speed and 
scalability of ©ISITAL JUpfc&SSFVer atf&SSttS. AlphaServer 

Now overachieving 

systems to tailor at a company near you. refinery output 

to fluctuating market demand. High-reliability AlphaServer systems at the 
New York Mercantile Exchange deliver instantaneous trading information, 
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shrugging off disasters that might bring lesser systems to their knees. And 
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AlphaServer systems deliver their world-class results running Windows NT“ 
or UNIX 4 or OpenVMS? If that kind of overachieving sounds good to you- 


wherever in this world you do business-call 0800 393 200. Or visit 




www.digUal.co.uk. And make the Digital edge your own. 
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Fit for a queen: Des Whittle of English Heritage smoothes down the covers in the Bedchamber of Lady Suffolk, mistress to King George II, at Marble 
Hill House, Twickenham, which has recently been refurbished with damask curtains from a design at Hampton Court Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent , 

The couch potato is a threat- 
ened species, because' the 

British arc becoming more cul- 
tured and more active. 

We are reading books more, 
visiting the theatre and muse- 
ums mote and watching televi- 
sion less, according to the latest 
Cultural Trends study by the 
Policy Studies Institute. 

Even the television we ate 
watching is now Jess likely to be 
entertainment fodder than it 
was five years ago. The PSI finds 
there is now more current af- 
faire aDd news on television than 
five years ago. 

Since the 1980s, people have 
cut down on their television 
viewing. In 1985, people 
watched an average of 27.1 
horns of television per week, but 
this has fallen to 25.2 hours. At 
the same time, 77 per cent of the 
population boys books - the 
same figure as in 1990. But there 
has been a 2 per cent increase 
in the number of visits to li- 
braries in the same period. 

More than 26 millio n visits 
were made to national muse- 
ums, a rise of more than 3.2 mil- 
I lion since 1989. The top 


attraction in the country was the 

British Museum, in London, 
wbichhad more than 6 million 
visitors in 1994/95. 

•' The study also shows more 
people are visiting- theatre, 
opera and ballet productions. 
Almost 10 millio n people went 
to the theatre, 2.5 million at- 
tended the opera and 2.9 mil- 
lion the ballet. 

However, the type of show at- 
tended is changing, despite the 
success of the Three Tenors and 
“Nessun Dorma"; attendances 
at rfassirai concerts and per- 
formances of jazz and contem- 
porary dance aredown. Overall, 
the number of productions 
dropped between 1991 and 
1995 throughout the UK, while 
shows like Riverdance - The 
Show, are successful enough to 
move from theatres to home 
video. 

Our obsession with films con- 
tinues and m the 11 years since 
the first multiplex opened, rin- 
enza attendances have increased 
by more than 70 per cent. 

More than 80 per cent of 
homes bave.at least one video 


20 videos sold, 19 originated in 
the cinema. 

The leading rental video film 


is Four Weddings anda 
al, closely followed by 

Sharon Stone 

sdncL The power of children s 

tastes is shown by the aruIT *? t * 
ed films that are among the 

most popular bought for home. 

EHsney’s/iwgfe Book and lb sla- 
blemates, The Lion &ng and 
Fantasia. 

“We have been reading a 
great deal about how the pres- 
. stires of modern life have left 
many people with less free tune 
and shortened attention spans, 
said Sara Sehvood, a senior 
fellow of the Policy Studies In- 
stitute. “The evidence does not 
s ugges t, however, that the com- 
peting attention of rival media 
has led us to dumb down as a 
society. . 

“Instead, people arc inter- 
ested in the quality of their 
leisure time and are finding 
many more ways to spend it 
than sitting at home watching 
television. 

“This is particularly true for 
children and young people, 
whose interest in reading, film 
and museums have continued to 
grow, despite the popular view 
that they rind such activities bor- 
ing.” 


Currys 
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PHILIPS 

'Fizz* Mobile Phone 

■ Up to 75 minutes Laiktime/45 hours 
standby time. 

■ 99 name and number memory. 

■ Call timer facility. 

■ Keypad lock to prevent accidental 
dialling. 

■ PIN number security. 

■ Supports caller display - see who's 
calling you before you answer. 


OPTION 



MATSUIm 

SpMkarPfaoiw 

■ Tl number memory . 

■ liquid crystal tfeplay 
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Model FREESTYLE 80 l 
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P a tr i c ia Wynn Davies 

Prison Service attempts at cre- 
ating constructive regimes are 
being placed in jeopardy by 
rapidly spiralling numbers of in- 
mates, an influential committee 
of MPs warned yesterday. 

Imprisonment is “an extreme 
and expensive form of punish- 
ment which should be used as 
sparingly as possible”, the all- 
party Commons home affairs 
select committee said. 

If achievements were not to 
be lost, the incoming govern- 
ment after the election would 
have to make the rapid in- 
crease in prisoner numbers a 
priority issue, the MPs urged. 

They suggested that some 
categories of offender should be 
diverted away from the prison 
system altogether, and called for 
a review of the extent to which 
mentally disordered people 
were being detained in jails in- 
stead of receiving the treatment 
they needed. 

In a report distinctly at odds 
with the Government’s preoc- 
cupation with punishment, the 
MPS praised the service’s em- 
phasis on decent conditions 
and purposeful activity for pris- 
onere. bin said the Government 
s hould go further and serious- 
ly consider allowing prisoners to 
earn the privilege of having tele- 
visions in their cells. 

Only around 20 jails offs: the 
facility, although not as a reg- 
ular mature of their regimes, . 
and the idea has received a 
frosty reception by Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary. 

But the MPs insisted- "[Tele- 
vision can keep a prisoner oc- 
cupied (sometimes 

purposefully, depending on the 
programme) . . . this is an area 
to which the Government 
should give further considera- 
tion, given the potential of tele- 
vision in cells as a means of 
contributing to gpod order in a 

Orison- Kf» IrmiTOc the 


ity of television ,in this way j§ 
cl early an earned privilege 
rather than a right, it may be 


that the public would not regard 
it as an excessive luxury for pris- 
oners." 

MPs said that rapidly in- 
creasing numbers of prisoners 
above forecast rates in recent 
months risked threatening the 
progress already achieved by the 
service, whose objective should 
be regimes which were secure 
but also “humane and decent” 
and aimed at rehabilitating of- 
fenders. 

As at last Friday, the jail pop- 
ulation in England and Wiles 
stood at 59,534), a few hundred 
short of normal capacity and an 
increase of around 6,000 over 
the past 12 months. 

“We consider that the pre- 
vention of prison overcrowding 
must remain a major priority,” 
the MPs said. 

“The situation is very finely 
balanced and could change - 
over a short period - from be- 
ing under control to giving real 
cause for concern if forecasts of 
required accommodation or if 
planned expansions in capaci- 
ty are frustrated" 

- On the latterpoint, the report 
warns that the b uilding of new 
jails planned to tackle the im- 
pact of tougher sentencing leg- 
islation now going through 
Parliament “may not be so 
easy” because of public objec- 
tions to jails being built in their 
“backyard.” 

Paul Cavadino, chairman of 
the. Penal Affairs Consortium, 
an alliance of 33 penal organi- 
sations, said the report under- 
estimated the impact of the 
f irin g population and budget 
cuts. 

He said: “In prisons through- 
out the country overcrowding is 
worsening, prisoners are being 
confined to their cells for longer 
periods and education is being 
severely cut- 

resources which should be 

devoted to improving regimes 

are being squandered instead on 

coping with rising numbers by 

makeshift methods which range 
from prefabricated housebiocks 
to prison ships.” 


DAILY POEM 

Arms and the Boy 

By Wilfred Owen 

l£t the boy tiy along this bayonet-blade 


And thinly drawn with feunshing for flesh. 

Lend irnn to stroke these blind, blunt bullet-heads 
Which long to muzzle in the hearts of tad&L 

of’ fine zinc JSr 
Sharp with the sharpness of grief and death. 

Nor antiersthrongh the thickness ofhL curls. 

CkST^'I 1920, ap " 
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Now we’re reduced the price ofa Macintosh Performs™ it’s 
0 ^ easier to make \i)ur dreams a reality 1 . From just 
XL299 (inC VAT ),* it’s a ready-iouse, plug-in 
and switch-on system - with all the 
trimmings. Powered by fewer PC™ 
processors with innovative 
I RISC technology', they come 

with all the software you 
need, from spreadsheet 
applicau'ons and word- 
processing to games and 
• educational titles. There's a 
;; . ' -high-speed CD-ROM drive and 

. ftill stereo sixind, so you can enjoy 
■■ . v /' the best. in multimkiia. And all the latest 

. niodds are Internet ready, with, a modem included 
as standard. In feet, we’ve given you ev^ything you once 
% dreamed of- at prices that are absolutely reaL 
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Elderly must pay cost 


of care, judge rules 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


Charities warned of a return to 
the "Poor Law” as a judge 
ruled yesterday that hard -up 
councils can make pensioners 
pay for care home accommo- 
dation until their assets run oul 

The derision, a second blow 
for the elderly, follows the 
House of Lords’ ruling last 
week that local authorities can 
take into account the amount of 
resources the elderly and dis- 
abled have when providing 
community home care services 
for them. 

“The cold hard fact is this: 
Money has now become the 
overriding issue in the care of 
older people,” said Michael 
Lake, director general of Help 


the Aged, which brought yes- 


terday's test case against Setton 
Metropolitan Borough Council 
along with care home residents 
Cyril Pinch. 92, and Charlotte 
Blanchard. 86. 

Government guidelines 
brought in last April say that 


people with capital of £10.00U 
or less should be treated as '‘un- 
able to pay” for accommoda- 
tion, but those with between 
£10,000 and £16,000 should 
contribute to the costs. People 
with above £16,000 must meet 
the whole cost. 

Help the Aged complained 
that SefLon Council was un- 
lawfully expecting the elderly to 
make contributions to their 
care home until they were down 
to their Iasi £1.500 - the cost of 
a funeral. 

But the council argued that 
shortage of money from the 
Government meant it could 
not afford to fund the private 
residential and nursing home 
fees of those with assets. 

In a ruling which will alTect 
local authorities nationwide. 
Mr Justice Howeir ruled that 
the authority was acting within 
its powers and was entitled to 
lake into account its own re- 
sources when assessing needs. 

He distinguished Mr Pinch’s 
case from that of Mrs Blanchard 
however. Mr Pinch's place at 


The Glade rest home in Birk- 
dale. Souihpurt. had been fund- 
ed from the start by the local 
authority and had only later 
been withdrawn when his cap- 
ital went above £I6,mHi. 

When his care home bills 
again reduced his resources to 
below £lo.tn.tO. the council had 
applied its £1.5fH) threshold 
policy and refused to make any 
further contributions. Mr Jus- 
tice Howett said the council's 
stance in the case of Mr Pinch, 
a diabetic widower, had been 
“unlawful" and ordered it to re- 
store the contributions. 

But Mrs Blanchard, who suf- 
fers from severe memory loss, 
had paid her own earc home 
bills at the Warren Park Nurs- 
ing Home. Blundellsands. Liv- 
erpool. When she sought a 
community c3rc assessment, 
the council refused to help un- 
til her savings had fallen below 
£16.000. Yesterday the court 
ruled that the council had no 
duty to arrange accommodation 
for her because they were en- 
titled to take into account her 


remaining savings and her nw 
resources. 

Help the Aged's head i 
planning, Tessa Harding, sail 
“This judgment blows a hoi 
througii community care pol 
cv and makes government a- 
suranecs to older peopl 
meaningless. It takes ussiraigl 
back to the Pdor Law." 

Jean Gould, project soliciti 
for the Public Law Proje- 
wamed that the decision null 
fied last year's regulation 
“This ruling will mean that li 
cal authorities will be able ; 
refuse to arrange to provide re 
idemial care for the elder 
solely because they have a li 
lie money in the bank." 

Sally G reengross, direct) 
of Age Concern England, sai 
“The reality of this means ih 
local authorities have an opt 
door to avoid funding care f- 
older people who have son 
savings or assets. The k* 
problem remains. There issii 
ply not enough money to pr 
vide all the services that old 
people need." 


Flagship East Coast line 
fails to run trains 



Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


Four out of 10 trains on the 
fastest train line in Britain are 
not running on time, according 
to leaked company figures. 

Great North Eastern Rail- 
way, which runs the high-speed 
link between London and Ed- 
inburgh, has previously trum- 
peted a 3 per cent improvement 
in punctuality, but has yet to 
meet the demanding targets 
set out in the company's pas- 
senger charter. 

The railway’s internal "Team 
Brier document describes the 


performance as "disappoint- 
ing” and says that in a "critical 
period” after Christmas, per- 
formance targets were met on 
just two days. 

According to the briefing, 
passengers waiting for a train on 
the high-speed line over a four- 
month period from October 
last year found that only 615 per 
cent of services ran on time. 

But under the passenger 
charter - which allows season 
(kketholders to be able to claim 
refunds for poor performance 
- GNER is allowed to claim that 
services within 10 minutes of 
their arrival or departure time 


are “on lime' - . Even with the ex- 
tra leeway. GNE R did not meet 
its charter targets of ^ i per cent. 

In the two months from 
December last year, the com- 
pany managed only 82.8 per 
cent under the passenger char- 
ter - which excludes delays 
caused by crime, vandalism and 
poor weather. 

However, railway pressure 
groups said that the "flagship 
route should lx- delivering a pre- 
mium service". 

Jonathan Bray, a spokesman 
for Save Our Railways, said: 
“This railway benefited from 
£500m of investment prior to its 


sell-off. Passengers expect, a 
are entitled, to a better perf« 
mance." 

A GNER spokesmansaid t 
service had improved, addii 
"Under the industry measur 
performance has got better." 
the 12 months up to Man 
GNER says that using the ch 
ter measure 89.9 per cent 
trains were on lime - match! 
British Rail s performance. 

The company is also planni 
to buy live new lilting trains 
increase joinery times and v 
overhaul all rolling stock t 
summer to improve train n 
ability. 
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Midland Bank 



M ember HSBC Crvup 


CALL FREE: 


Midland Bank pic h regulated by the ftnonal Investment Aulhoritv We ojjfe' 
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. THE INDEFENPEjg 



Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Not only die British are leaving Hong 
Kong this year but the government 
plans to phase out teaching in the 
English language. 

Remarkably, over 80 per cent of 
the colony’s secondary schools claim 
to use English as the medium of in- 
struction. The problem is that many 
of the teachers are not proficient in 
English and lack the ability to con- 
duct a lesson in die language. 

“We understand,'’ says Chong 
Kwok-kh. the assistant director of ed- 
jeation, “that a lot of schools which 
zlaim to use the English medium are 
actually teaching in Chinese except 
Jiat they use English text books. 
Even exam papers are in Chinese or 
-ifiinguaT. 

Although most children emerge 
Tom these schools barely able to 
•peak English, their parents appear 
o be convinced that Lhey will only 
ie able to secure good career pro- 
jects by attending English lan- 
guage schools. Tik Chi-yuen, chair- 
nan of the Home-School Coopera- 
ion group, believes that parents of 
lalf the children in English language 
chools would be inclined to with- 
lraw their offspring if they move over 
o the Chinese language medium. 

However. Mr Chong says that one 
jf the arms of the switch is to improve 
- ngtish standards and provide more 
esources for English teaching. He 
ays: “A lot of research shows that 
dost students learn more effective- 



informed choice: Locals reacting Cantonese language newspapers in Kowloon. The nejw education system win place more emphasis on the dialect Photograph: Tom Pfiston 


/with mother- tongue teaching”. 

' ' Ichildi 


As matters stand, schoolchildren 
are falling between two stools’*, says 
tod Pryde, the director of the British 
Council’s English Language Centre, 
"hey are neither proficient in Eng- 
sh nor Chinese. He is a strong sup- 


porter of reversion to mother- tongue 
teaching which he predicts will raise 
the standard of English in Hong 
Kong, as long as resources are pro- 
vided to support the teaching effort 
Mr Pryde says that in the past an 
elite possessed a high standard of 


English language proficiency but it 
proved impossible to replicate this 
standard as the education system 
went through massive expansion. 
Moreover, the needs of the econo- 
my changed as Hong Kong's econ- 
omy gravitated towards the service 


sector where English skills were in 
high demand. 


Mr Chong says the government 


keeps hearing complaints from em- 
ployers about then: inability to find' 


staff with sufficient 
proficiency. This 


Gore vows not to let gift 
row sour ties with China 


English language 

has sparked a 


long debate about whether English 

stanrfar rk are falling- Fhearhmatkm ns- 

sults show this is not the case. Mr 
Pryde believes that the real issue is 
meal expansion of the population, 
bringing an inevitable efimtion of Eng- 
lish-speaking ability. 


There have been suggestions that 
the dropping of . English-medhim 
education is part of the process of 
pleasing the incoming Chinese ad- 
ministration. Mr Chong says, this is 
not so. He says that plans for the 
switch have been underway for a 


BS3S55 

ssEssbskss 

emphasis on Cantonese, the ' Ia £ 
gJaTwhich Chmu rewtdsah ad 
I]!*? In China, all schools are sup- 

SS To teach in Pulongh**- U* 

ISrthem language, which £ lh * 

tional language. few 

Kong schools use Putonghua as 
medium' of instruction nor are th^re 
pfcre for them to do so. L-uigua^. 
jc a sensitive issue in Hong Kong rx- 
ki use China seems to sec the preva- 
lence of Cantonese as part of a pro- 
cess of establishing a separate Hoot 
Kong identity. Chinese fears arc not 
without foundation, because the 
of Cantonese and the development 
of a modem Cantonese culture nanu 
helped to foster a separate identity 

in the colony. . . 

Nevertheless, Hong Kong is anx- 
ious to maintain its position as an in- 
ternational business centre and those 
hoping to benefit from the situation 
realise that they need to be equipped 
with English proficiency. 

Mr Pryde says Hong Kong people 
have shewn their commitment to ed- 
ucation and determination to reach 
targets established to improve Eng- 
lish standards. Ironically, the scrap- 
ping of English-medium education 
might end up improving English 
standards as school students con- 
centrate on learning English as a for- 
eign language rather than frowning 
their way through lessons in English 
which are barety comprehensible. 



erasa Poole 

eking 


he investigation into alleged il- 
rgai campaign contributions by 
hina would not derail im- 
roved Sino-US relations, the 
onerican Vice-President, A1 
tore, said yesterday. But he 
dded: “Should the allegations 
e proven to be true, then of 
ourse that would be a differ- 
nt matter. And I made iL clear 
tat would be serious indeed." 

Winding up two days in 
eking, he continued to be 
ogged by the controversy. He 


said it had not been discussed 
in yesterday’s meeting with 
President Jiang Zemin, but had 
been raised by the Prime Min- 
ister, Li Bene, on Tuesday. "(Mr 
Li] repeated the strong denial 
by China that the allegations are 
true. I then said the US views 
these allegations as very serious. 
However, they are the subject 
of an ongoing criminal investi- 
gation, within our Justice De- 
partment and it is premature to 
speculate on what the outcome 
of the investigation is." 

Asked if his trip to China at 
this juncture would affect his 


political future, Mr Gore, the 
presumed front-runner for the 
Democratic presidential nom- 
ination in 2000, said: “That is for 
others to judge. I am not look- 
ing at it in that context.” 

The Washington Post has re- 
ported that the FBI told six 
members of Congress last year 
that they had been targeted by 
China to receive illegal cam- 
paign funds from foreign cor- 
porations. 

Yesterday Mr Gore preferred 


to dwell on more positive aspects 
rip, the highest-level vis- 
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of his trip, 
it by a US politician since the 
1989 TiananmeQ massacre. Is- 
sues raised included arms pro- 
liferation. human rights, trade, 
Hong Kong and the environ- 
ment. The trip was “proof posi- 
tive" of US commitment to a 
working retationship with China. 

On human rights, Mr Gore 
said he noticed “a more recep- 
tive response” and a more 
“muted tone" than when pre- 
viously discussing this topic. 
Cases of specific dissidents were 
raised by Mr Gore but he de- 
clined to give names. It has been 
speculated that Wing Dan, the 
former sLudcni leader sen- 
tenced in October to 11 yeans 
in jail, may be paroled and al- 
lowed to leave for the US. 

Given the furore in the US 
over possible Chinese cam- 
paign contributions. Peking may 
be willing to offer some hrnnan- 
rights or trade concession to 



: The day after the 1989 Tlanan- 
! men Square massacre. May 
1 Law, 35, a Hong Kong bora 
i Chinese marketing executive 
1 with a large American-based 
company, and the rest of her 
family, joined the queues out- 
side the Canadian consulate to 


Stephen Vines talks to an executive 
who has opted for life under Peking rule 


apply for immigration visas. 


course we were motivated 
i by all the unrest in China at the 
i tone,” she says. Seven years on 
she feels very differently about 


A1 and Tipper Gore: Scandal 
overfunds has dogged visit 


Washington in the run-up to the 
annual debate on renewing 
China’s most- favoured nation 
trading status. The next few 
months will also focus on 
preparing for Mr Jiang’s sum- 
mit in Washington with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, expected in 
November. The US trade deficit 
with China - S39 Jbn last year 
- will feature prominently in re- 
lations this year. 

Yesterday Mr Gore said he 
“did not pull any punches” in 
raising the “still serious and sys- 
temic obstacles to greater access 
for American companies" to the 
Chinese market. 

Today Mr Gore and his wife, 
Tipper, are to fly to Xian to see 
the terracotta warriors. The 
Vice-President leaves China 
for Seoul tomorrow. 


Lastyear she gpt married and 
j this year gave birth to a baby 
‘ girl. The family are determined 
i to stay in Hong Kong and have 
'sufficient confidence in the fu- 
1 ture to have invested their sav- 
ings in the territory. Neat week 
: they are moving into a hew flat. 
;• The incoming government 
needs to win the hearts and 
i minds of people like May Law, 
1 people with the option of going, 
j What she says is very much m 
/line with findings of the opinion 
! surveys recording growing con- 
’ fide nee in Hong Kong’s future. 

Canada’s ponderous immi- 
gration bureaucracy worked to 
May Law’s advantage: “It gave 
us time to think, and now we see 
f that things seem to have settled 
down." She observes the new 
government being put in place 
and the new order taking shape. 
“We know it’s not going to be 
tail wonderful and not very de- 
mocratic but it’s something we 
jan live with as tongas we’re not 


involved in politics. I can’t see 
the changes affecting our dally 
lives.” 

She can see some benefits. 
She works for a cqnqiany like- 
ly to be able'expahd its activi- 
ties . Her husband, a doctor, 
looks set to take in new patients 
from the Chinese mainland. 

Not only are they staying 
but so is their money. “Wfe’re 
taking a very big risk,” she says, 
“because aD our money is tied 
up in property in Hong Kong.” 

They have thought seriously 
about hedging their bets but de- 
cided to stick with the market 
they know best and maintain in- 
vestments they can manage 
themselves rather than rely on 
friends and services overseas. 

The decision to stay is influ- 
enced by economics. “If the 
economy stays as good as it is, 
we’ll be kicky," she says, “we 
shouldn’t be too greedy to hope 
for more." ■ 

So what is the 'downside? 
Like most Hong Kong people, 
Ms Law is concerned about 
corruption. “I don'trwant us to 
become another Philippines. If 
we get that kinctof reputation, 
foreign investors will lose 
confidence." However, she 
thinks that corruption is “some- 
thing one lives with. Fm certain 
there’s an amount of corruption 


everywhere, even in England, 
but society can adjust to it. We 
Chinese are very adaptable. 
Things may change in the way 
business is done bat we will 
adapt and thrive;? 

It would take unrest on the 
scale of Bring Kong's 1960s riots 
to. shake Ms Law’s confidence 
in staying puL “If ever I find ray 
friends Ming piled and not get- 
ting a fair trial; that will realty 
bother me," she says. 


Originally she was not loo 
keen on the idea of the colony 
reverting to Chinese rule. Now 
she feels differently. “Chinese 
people being ruled by Chinese 
people makes more sense dun 
being ruled by the British." she 
says. “Even though the Chinese 
have proved not to be so great 
at government, we should give 
them a chance because they are 
“of our own kind." 

Moreover, she sees Hong 
Kong parting company with a 
society on the way down where- 
as “we seem to be going with 
something on the way up”. 



THAT'S FREEDOM OF SPEECH 
ltd HOMO KONG FOR YOU - 
SAY SOMETHING CRITICAL 
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POP INTO H0MEBASE FOR SOME TOOLS AND YOU 
COULD END UP WITH A COUPLE OF SCREWDRIVERS. 
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/; At Homebase this Easter you'll get a scratch card that couhjl 
win you one of five Concorde flights to New York. 

§ K3MSBASE 
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WITH OVER 10,000 PRIZES TO BE WON, YOU COULD GET MORE THAN YOU BARGAINED FOR THIS EASTER. 
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HrjgBcfaer General Jerry Snqgpak hcoutcry. When the military girok into an wcreasingiy diffi- 
has achieved what he set out to tailed to justify the funds, the cult position with his own army, 
when he demandedthat the government appomted an audit . Due to the shroud of secrecy 
rapua NewGumea Prune Mm- team ter investigate. It is yet to over the contract, there was and 
ider, Sir Julius Chan, resign over . publish the results. stiD is a great deal of ignorance 

the employment of mercenaries In short, the reputation of the of what part Sandline was to 
to solve the 11-year conffict on General and the army was at hs play. Many assumed it was a 
the islandof Bougainville. lowest ebb for years. simple “ cash-for-hired- killer" 

Yesterday, Sir Juhusand.two The fest port of call for assis- deal. Little mention was made 
of hs nuni aers— Deputy Prime tance was Papua New Guinea's of the equipment and training. 

Minister Chns Haiveta and bid master and largest trading To man y senior officers not 
Defence Minister Mathias Ijape partner, Australia. But Canber- party to the details of the 
- stepped downto await the out- ra was reluctant to get involved arrangement, the employment 
oome of the jotficial inquiry into in what it saw as another Viet- of Sandline signified a lack of 

2 ^ ” am \ a ? d ■ an.eye on pub- faith and commitment by the Sir Julius was looking to 

~~ ' iuM not have been government in their capability, him from his position. After two 

with an army with ■ ■ As commander of the de- 
on human rights ■ ■ ' ■ ■ 


Welcome news; Soldiers in Port Moresby yesterday celebrating after hearing of the change of government 

fence force, the General was one of which was being inves- fence force commander as a pu- On seeing his | 
aware of these problems. He ligated for financial irregulari- 1 ideal liability. General Sin- status underminci 
was also aware of rumours that ties, and with a general girok was a symbol of what the ing that he was ; 

move deterioration of discipline and PNGDF used to be. not what moved sideways. C 
morale in the army. Sir Julius Sir Julias thought ii was goint girok managed i 
disastrous military blunders, increasingly thought of his de- to be. " “ move to turn the l 


Photograph: Michael Bowers/Reuters 


Prime Minister. He capitalised 
on the genera) feeling of Jis- 
content in the army and cave his 
soldier> an opportunity to vent 
their considerable frustration on 
the govern mem. 


News of Sir Julius's departure and disci 
wasgreetedwithahngexoarof irisranw* 
approval by thousand of pro- claimed: 
testers and soldiers loyal to go to tin 
General Singirok who were be- Negoi 

sieging the parliament buikfing. London- r _ 

As Sir Julius spoke. an army.he- ny Sandline Internationa] last 
licopter could be heard buzzing year in London, Hong Kong 
the budding. Protesters cheered and Plapua New Guinea. As the 
and lifted soldiers into the air. minutes and paperwork show, 
Dropping their chants of “Chan General Singirok was a prinri- 
resign !T, they began to sing the pal negotiator from the start 
nations? anthem. When talks started to falter over 

lb many, the General is seen funding, he made a personal 
as a martyr, his stance one of : representation to Sir Julius to 

nraHHIM Oyer Christmas and. the new 

strategic assessmen^develop- 
10601 plan and strategy. It was 

success of Sandlin e’s sub-con 
tractor, the South African-based 
P x ^^ ive Outcomes, in assist- 

U v'. • was to be spent on equipment 

and weaponry for the PNGDE 
Forced out: Shr JuGus Chan SandHne's mandate was to pn> 
stepping down yesterday vj^speaafistrmhtaiytrainii^fe^ 

. .. cdanter-insurgeiKy teams that 

principle adopted out of cop- would “harass the rebel patrols 
cern for the soldiers m hislorce ajjd deny them freedom of i 
(the PNGDF) and the/ ^sppte ro ' 
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British arms help Jakarta fight 
war against its own people 




Sue Lloyd-Roberts, BBC 

Special Correspondent, 
exposes the trade that 
gives the Indonesian 
regime the muscle to 
clamp down on dissent 


In .April IW». the students of 
the University of Ujuns Pan- 
dang in South" Sulawesi, one of 
3.000 islands that make up In- 
donesia. demonstrated against 
a 67 percent increase in trans- 
port costs. Many live JO miles 
or more from the city and the 
increase threatened to curtail 
their university careers. “It was 
a peacelul demonstration of a 
practical, non-political nature", 
recalls ArdiJo. "We euuld hard- 
Jv helieve it when the army in- 
tervened. It was like they had 
declared war.” Thev drove 
British-made armoured per- 
sonnel carriers armed v\ith guns 
onto the campus, the guns were 
tired and three students were 
killed in the ensuring panic. 

Fort}’ days later, on the day 
of mourning dictated by Islam, 
students from the University - of 
Bandung in Java commemo- 
rated the deaths of their col- 
leagues in Ujung Pandung. This 
lime the paramilitary police 
drove British-made armoured 
water cannon onto the campus 
and sprayed the students with 
an ammonia solution. The wa- 
ter cannon were pari ol batch 
of nine exported to Indonesia 
in 1*W3. Dozens of students suf- 
fered skin hums. 

The students say they envy 
Britain's reputation for demo- 
eraticvalues and human rights. 
“1 do not believe that Western 
countries, like Britain, supply 
these weapons to he used 
against the people", says 
Suhido. a student injured in the 
Bandung demonstration. "1 am 
sure the Indonesian Govern- 
ment told the British they would 
use them only for the defence 
of Indonesia ". 

The Slop Amis to Indonesia 
Campaign this week failed in 
their bid in the High Court to 
force a judicial review in UK 
arms sales to Indonesia. Mr Jus- 
tice Laws never questioned the 
evidence cited abov e. He said 
the ease was "misconceived", 
because it is a political, not a 
legal issue, and cannot be set- 


tled in the courts. The cam- 
paigners are angry. "It means 
there is no means in this coun- 
try to challenge a government 
(hat sends arms to repressive 
regimes," says Carmel Budi- 
ardjo of Tapol. the Indonesian 
Human Rights campaign. 

The Government says it ad- 
heres strictly to the criteria laid 
down by the DTI on arms ex- 
port controls, and that in issu- 
ing licenses, it "avoids 
contributing to internal re- 
pression and instability within 
the country of destination and 
avoids contributing to human 
rights abuses". 

The arms campaigners argue 
that the Government positron 
is riddled with casuistry and con- 
tradiction. On 27 July last year 
there was the worst rioting in 
Jakarta for over 20 years when 
Government forces stormed 
the party headquarters of the 
PDF. orie of two opposition 
parties. led by Megawati 
Sukarnoputri, daughter of the 
Indonesian's first post inde- 
pendence president. 

While police viciously beat 
PDI supporters. British-built 
water cannon sprayed the 
demonstrators with pink dye. so 



Riot police in Bandang The vehicle behind them carries a British-made water cannon Photograph: Sue Lloyd-Roberts 


unaeceptable." But at the end 
of last year, the Government an- 
nounced new export licences for 
weapons to Indonesia, includ- 
ing more than 300 armoured 
ears and water cannon. 

Indonesian police are intro- 
duced to the latest in British riot 
control equipment when they 


Q Among the East Timorese the 
Hawk fighter plane has become a 
symbol of the worst excesses 9 



that they could later be traced 
and punished. The riots left at 
least five dead. L49 injured, 
and 24b* were arrested. 

When Labour MP Ann 
CJwyd challenged the Govern- 
ment on the use of British 
weapons to put down pro- 
democracy supporters in In- 
donesia. Jeremy Hanley, 
Minister of State tor Foreign Af- 
fairs declared: "If water cannon 
is used to stop peaceful demon- 
strations, that is uf course loiallv 


come to the UK for training. 
Hundreds of Indonesian police 
officers have been trained at 
Brarashii! Police College on a 
programme paid for with aid 
money from the Overseas De- 
velopment Administration. 

Indonesia is apparently 
counting on British-made water 
cannon and armoured person- 
nel carriers having a sobering ef- 
fect on the electorate who go to 
the polls on 29 May. After a dis- 
play of Indonesian military 


hardware, including the British 
imports, on the streets of Jakar- 
ta in February this year, one of 
the government-controlled 
newspapers reported that 
“troops; supported by scores of 
armoured vehicles and British- 
made Scorpion tanks, heli- 
copters, motorcycles and other 
vehicles will assure security and 
order during the elections in the 
Greater Jakarta area." 

There are to be no rallies or 
public meetings during these 
elections, in which the opposi- 
tion parties are strictly con- 
trolled by the Government. 
With the memory of last July 
still vivid, neither opposition 
party is expected to misbehave. 

Reports of heavy-handed tac- 
tics used by security forces in the 
rest of Indonesia are nothing 
compared to the treatment 
meted out to occupied East 
Timor. At the weekend, two 
protesters were killed, dozens 
were injured and (50 arrested in 
the capital. Dili, for attempting 
to air their grievances to a vis- 
iting UN delegate. 

These figures axe the official 
ones: the reality is likety to be 


higher. These new deaths bring 
to well over 200,000 the num- 
ber of Timorese killed since In- 
donesia invaded East Timor in 
1975 - a third of the population. 

Among the East Timorese, 
the British Aerospace Hawk 
fighter plane has become a 
symbol of the worse excesses 
carried out on the island. Ko- 
nis Santana, leader of the East 
Timorese resistance army, 
claims British planes were re- 
sponsible for killing hundreds in 
bombing raids carried out 
against villages which support- 
ed them in the late Seventies 
and Eighties. Mr Santana be- 
lieves that The war in East Tim- 
or would have taken another 
course if the Indonesians had 
not received military support 
from abroad, including the 


Hawks that Great Britain of- 
fered during the crucial period 
after the invasion.'"' 

He says the Indonesian air 
force no longer uses British jet 
fighters for bombing missions, 
but for intimidation. because the 
"Hawks killed so many people 
in bombing attacks in 1978 and 
' 1979 that today, whenever peo- 
ple hear the noise of the Hawks 
flying, they are seated and the 
authorities know they will not 
dare leave their homes.’* 

Defeated in the High. Court 
this week, the arms campaign- 
ers are now arguing for a 
change in the law. 

■Sue Lloyd-Roberts 1 report 
on British arms sales to In- 
donesia can be seen on News- 
night tonight at 1030pm on 
BBC2. 


Stalin finds favour in 

former Soviet republic 

Prudent Atader « SSbESEE 

tighten bs rule m this TKiorsbip similar 

people wre asking htmtomtrogua he 

mostly in street cleaning- AP- Minsk 

Israel likened to apartheid SA 

on tortuZ^uedhb 

countries where torture was fairly e jen^The> inuutK 
Algeria. Bahrain. Burma. China. India, Indonesia- in ' n ' 

Peru. Russia, SOuthJ^rea^ 
Arabia, Sudan and Turkey. Reuters - Geneva 

Oz's exclusive new party 

The politician Pauline Hanson, who .created J storm Isust 
■ year with attacks on Asian imrmgrauoa and Aboriginal 
welfare, is forming her own party’, called Pauline 
Hanson’s One Nation". Her choice of the name Om. 
Nation" was derided. "Well, at least it wasn i Ein Ruu». 
said the Labor leader. Kira Beazley. 

grateful for small mercies- Reuters - Canberra 

Beady look at diabetes 

People with diabetes might be able to take iiwulin in pills 
rather than shots, using an approach in which the dreg is 
put into tiny plastic beads, a study in mice suggests. The 
approach might also help scientists plant genes in people to 
treat disease, researchers said. Normally, insulin taken by 
mouth would be destroyed by digestive juices and not 
absorbed by the intestine. The mouse experiments used 
plastic beads smaller than the width of a human hair. The 
beads protected the insulin and delivered it to the . 
bloodstream. The insulin escaped as the plastic 
disintegrated. • . AP — New York 

Property boom 

A US jiroperty company is to invest SlOOm (£62m) in a 
project to buud a mini-suburb outside Moscow, a 
breakthrough in a city dominated by grim apartment 
buildings. It is seen as a sign of improving Western 
confidence in the Moscow market. AP - Moscow 

New species trots out 

A so-called lost world on the border between Vietnam and 
Laos has yielded another new species of animal. This one a 
primitive pig. Sits bueetdentns, which was only distantly 
related to other pigs in the region, said Colin Grove of the 
Australian National University in Canberra. 

Reuters- London 
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Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem ; ~ • • ; • - 

As the United States begins- to 
mediate between Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority, Den- 
nis Ross, the US chief negotia- 
tor, is to see Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader, in Morroco 
today arid then fly on to Israel 
to see Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Prime Minister. 

Palestinian leaders fear Mr 
Ross will try to put pressure on 
them tn arrest members of 
Hamas, the Islamic militant or- 
ganisation, following last weeks 
suicide bombing, without gening 
Israel to' stop buikling at Har 
Homo, the pew Jewish settle- 
ment in Jerusalem, called Jabal 
Abu Ghnenn by Palestinians. .. 

Saeb Erekat, a top Palestin- 
ian negotiator, said: “If he [Mr 
Ross] is coming to practice his 
usual habit of arranging a high 
leyel meeting, 1 predict the. 
failure of his mission." - 



failings of Hebron accord 


Marwan Barghouli, the 
leader of Fatah, Mr Arafat’s po- 
litical movement, oh the West 
Bank, added that Mr Ross 

- should not come if he was go- 
ing to pnt-pressure on Mr. 
Arafat “to crack down on Pales- 
tixtians while the bulldozeiswill 
Continue” He predicted more 
suicide attacks. 

Mr Netanyahu is hoping to 
win American support, despite 
Washington's anger over his 
decision to build at Har Homa, 
by insisting that Mr Arafat 

- “gave the green- light" for last 
Friday's suicide. bomb- / 

Geh Arbdh Upkm-Shahak, 
the Israeli diief of staff, also in- 
sists Mr Arafat covertly gave the 
signal to Hamas, though he ad- 
mits Israel does not know for 
certain who was behind the at- 
tack which killed three women 
arid injured 61 people. 

The crisis has boosted the 
much talked of -option of Mr 
Netanyahu forming a national 
unity government with Labour. 
Shimon Peres, the former prime 
minister defeated last year, 
favours the idea;, but it is re- 

BaraL likely to be Labours next 
leader. Although the idea is 
backed -by .the US, Mr Ne- 
tanyahu has probably not de- 
cided to try a coalition, but finds 
h a useful stick with which to 
threaten dissdeat members of 
his cabinet and his own party. 

.It is not dear how Mr Ross 
wfil proceed in his mediation.. 
By going on an extended polit- 
ical tour during the present 
crisis, Mr Arafat has signalled . 



international 


Bonn forces 
Bosnians to 
return home 


Wounded: A Palestinian carrying a boy hurt in clashes with Israeli soldiers in Ramallah yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


that he feelshe is in a strong po Mr N 

si non. The. US Stale Depart- struggle 
merit apparently had difficulty but over 
locating him in Bangladesh jn “The re; 
order to arrange his meeting against 
with Mr Ross in Rabat today. Homa, 
Dr Khalil Shikaki, a leading cignty it 
Palestinian political scientist, end, ab 
says Mr Ross and his team Jaffa an 
were responsible for the vague- AJiho 

ness of the Hebron accord in not direi 
January, which led to Israel of knw 
building at Har Homa and to of- bomb, if 
fering to make only a limited creasing 
withdrawal on the West Bank, fore the 


Mr Netanyahu says the real 
struggle; is not over Har Homa 
but over the existence of Israel. 
“The real struggle that is aimed 
against us is not about Har 
Homa, but about our sover- 
eignly in Jerusalem, and. in the 
eud, about our sovereignty in 
Jaffa arid Raraat Aviv,” he said. 

Although the government is 
m n directly accusing Mr Arafat 
of knowing about the suicide 
bomb, the allegations sound in- 
creasingly like those made be- 
fore the Oslo accords in 1993. 




Moshe PelecL the Deputy 
Education Minister, says Israeli 
intelligence has evidence that 
Mr Arafai had prior knowledge 
of the bomb attack on the 
World Trade Center in New 
York four years ago. “More than 
that, he was part of the discus- 
sions on the operation." says Mr 
Peled. “I call on the prime 
minister to give the information 
to the Americans, so they'll 
know who they're dealing with." 
There are signs that the LJS has 
moved towards the Israeli po- 
sition that Mr Arafat gave the 
green light for the suicide attack, 
although in practice, the accu- 
sation Is rather that he did not 
take measures to prevent it. 

There were sporadic stone- 
throwings by Palestinians on the 
West Bank yesterday in Hebron, 
Bethlehem and Ramallah. But 
the next test of strength will be 


on Sunday when Palestinians 
hold an annual day of demon- 
strations called “Land Day" to 
commemorate the shooting 
dead of six Israeli Arabs by Is- 
raeli border police in 1976 and 
to protest against Israeli land 
confiscations. Fatah leaders in- 
sist Palestinian anger over Har 
Homa is so strong that it would 
be impossible for Mr Arafat to 
stop demonstrations or crack 
down on Hamas. 

■Colombo (API - Mr Arafat 
surprised his Sri Lankan hosts 
at a state banquet by pulling out 
his pistol. While chatting with 
President Chandrika Ku- 
maratunga. a leader of a former 
Tamil rebel group jocularly- 
asked the Palestinian leader: 
“Do you still cany a pistol as you 
did when vou went to the LIN?" 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

Stacy Sullivan 

Sarajevo 

Shrugging off protest from 
human rights groups. German 
officials said yesterday that they 
would step up expulsions of 
Bosnian refugees. 

Until now, less than 1 00 
adults, childless couples and 
criminals have been sent back 
to former Yugoslavia, but 
“Phase 2” of the repatriation is 
about to begin. 

On 1 May the authorities will 
stan deporting about IGn.iiOO of 
315.000 refugees in Germany. 
“Those who do not leave vol- 
untarily must reckon with being 
sent by force." stud Gerhard Gl- 
ogowski, interior minister of 
Lower Saxony yesterday. 

On Tuesday. Germany de- 
ported 41 Bosnians. Tfmugh 
several on the plane Here con- 
victed criminals, most were or- 
dinary people who fled the war 
in Bosnia. Many were crying as 
they stepped off the chartered 
plane at Sarajevo airport. 

Jusuf and Sadbera Nukic 
were sound asleep in their mom 
in a German boarding house in 
Allotting on Tuesday morning 
when the police pounded on the 
door and told them they had 15 
minutes to pack before being 
deponed to their native Bosnia. 
"They came in and yelled 
'Raus.' you must leave now." 
said Mrs Nukic who passed 
out from fear. 

Given Germany's history and 
the fact that it is still unsafe for 
many of the refugees to return 
to Bosnia, few thought that ihe 
Germans would make good on 
their threats. 

Mrs Nukic. who still had her 
pyjamas on underneath her 
clothes, broke down as she en- 
tered Sarajevo airport. • Where 
will we go now?" she asked. 

The Nukics are Muslims 
from Janja. a village now in 
Serb-held territoiy. They were 
expelled by Bosnian Serbs in 
September 1994 after managing 
to survive in Serb-held territo- 
ry for more than two years. The 
couple went to Germany in join 
their son and daughter who had 
fled two years earlier. When 
their residence papers expired 
last month. Ihev said ihev asked 


the German authorities what 
they should do and were told to 
wail. "We told them that if we 
had a place lo got back to, we 
would go back on our own. but 
we don't have a place to go," 
said Mr Nukic. 

The Nukics' chances of ever 
going back lo Janja are slim. 
Since the Dayton peace treaty 
was signed in November 1996, 
more Muslims and Croats have 
been expelled from Serb terri- 
tory than have returned. 

Officials from the UN High 
Commission for Refugees in 
Sarajevo wen: furious. “A de- 
portation of Muslims from Re- 
publika Srpska [the Bosnian 
Serb entity] who have nowhere 
to go is the worst kind of de- 
portation that there is," said 
Kris jannwski. a l^NHCR 
spokesman. 

“We have asked the German 
government to continue to 


Q Sending them 
back means 
Germany has 
accepted ethnic 
cleansing? 


provide temporary protection to 
this group of people, but ap- 
parently they have not listened” 

Human rights groups and 
Germany's Green party' accuse 
officials of “ heart lessness". 
Tilman Zulch. head of the Ger- 
man section of the Society for 
Threatened Peoples, says only 
about 15 per cent of the 
refugees in Germany have 
somewhere to go. 

Many hare no home to return 
to. and their homeland has fall- 
en into the hands of a hostile 
ethnic authority. Muslims 
whose villages are now under 
Croat or Serbian control are 
forced to find shelter in an 
area run by the Muslim gov- 
ernment. “Sending them back 
implies that Germany accepts 
■ethnic cleansing ,” Mr Zulch 
says. Up to 3UJIOO refugees 
have returned voluntarily, but 
many did so out of fear of 
(• going home in chains”. 
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Turkish taunt IlIi^R!® . WtKSIM. 

o EU enrages 

allies in Bonn lliiSSiSli^fcjfc 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

The European Union's relations, 
with Turkey plunged into fresh 
(rouble yesterday after an al- 
ns >sf farcical diplomatic row be- 
tween Germany and Turkey 
over a perceived Turkish insult 
to the EU. 

Turkey's Islamist Prime Min- 
ister. Necmettin Erbakan, told 
members of his ruling Welfare 
Pam - on Tuesday that EU lead- 
ers should "bow their heads" 
when visiting Turkey because of 
their failure to implement in lull 
the terms of an EU -Turkish 
customs accord. 

The remark infuriated Ger- 
many's Foreign Minister. Klaus 
Kinkel. who was about to fly to 
Ankara to improve EU-Turkish 
relations. Alter coming dose to 
cancelling his trip, he finally set 
off troni Rome two hours late 
on Tuesday evening. 

Speaking to German re- 
porters in Ankara yesterday 
morning, Mr Kinkel could not 
have made it plainer that Mr Er- 
bakan's comments sdll rankled. 
“No European will have to bow 
their head to Turkev in shame. “ 
he huffed. 

The decline in EU-Turkish re- 
lations this year owes its origins 
partly to growing Turkish in- 
dignation about The EU's fail- 
ure to cany out all aspects of the 
customs agreement, which 
came into effect last year. Mil- 
lions of pounds in EU aid to 
Turkey, designed to help it 
overcome ihe initial effects of 
the customs union, have been 


blocked by Greece. Turkey's tra- 
ditional rival, which shows no 
sign of relaxing its stance. . 

Turkey's hackles were also 
raised by a recent suggestion 
from the leaders of several EU 
Christian Democrat parties 
that, us an Islamic country, 
Turkey should never be allowed 
into the EU. For their part, 
some European governments 
were annoyed by Turkey's 
threat to block Nato expansion 
into Central Europe unless 
Turkey got its way on EU mem- 
bership. 

The row between Mr Kinkel 
and Mr Erbakan was a measure 
of how badly Grayed EU-Turk- 
ish relations have become, since 
the German minister would 
normally be counted among 
those keen to cultivate closer 
ties. Even after yesterday's dis- 


Mr Erbakan's views on the 
EU have often seemed shaped 
by a desire less to join the club 
than to damn it as the bane of 
Turkish life. Before taking of- 
fice last year as prime minister, 
he denounced the EU customs 
union as a form of “slavery to 
the Christian establishment". 

His Foreign Minister, Tansu 
Ciller, of the conservative True 
Path party. Is far more pro-Eu- 
ropean. But differences of style 
and political opinion between 
Mr Erbakan and Mrs Ciller 
have not improved the coher- 
ence of Turkish foreign policy. 

German views on Turkey are 
influenced by the presence of 2 
million Turks in Germany at a 
time when unemployment is at 
its highest level since the 1930k. 
Few politicians wish to court 
voters' wrath by supporting 
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pule, he was at pains (o say: ' Turkish membership of the EU, 
“Turkey belongs to Europe, which would imply an oppor- 




The Turkish train remains on 
the main track, it will not be put 
on the side track." 

However, he said human 
rights abuses, the Kurdish civ- 
il war in south-east Turkev and 
tensions in the Turldsh-dreek 
relationship mean! Turkey was 
not yet a suitable candidate for 
EU membership. 

These difficulties, coupled 
with Turkey's large, expanding 
population and relative eco- 
nomic underdevelopment, 
make it likely that funner Com- 
munisl stales, such as the Czech 
Republic and Poland, will join 
the EU before Turkey, although 
the links have been associate 
EU members since 1%3. 


tunity for millions more Tltrfcs 
to seek jobs in Germany. 


Veiled belief: Nazarenes wearing traditional hoods bring an eerie element to pre-Easter re&gfous enactments in SevlHe yesterday. ll J?®^ 1 ^5. h ( 5ra 
and the saints feature in the processions In the Spanish city during Semana Santa, or Easter Week r w ■ 


TOOllEY 


£10 


ONLYE.1U 
l WHEN YOU 
\ PURCHASE 
V THIS V 


Korchar 

Pressure Washer K411 

High pressure hose 
with trigger gun. 

Spray lance fitted 
with a high/law , 

pressure nozzle and 1 
washing brush. • 


Wbs £129 

£119 


Yeltsin tries to 
check tide of 
discontent as 
strikes loom 
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Phil Reeves 

Moscow 

Boris Yeltsin and his new gov- 
ernment yesterday mounted an 
eleventh-hour attempt to soothe 
a discontented population in the 
hope of dampening down the 
impact of a wave of strikes and 
demonstrations which are plan- 
ned across Russia today. 

The triad which now heads 
the reshuffled government - the 
Prime Minister, Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, and his youthful new 
deputies. Anatoly Chubais and 
Boris Nemtsov - chose the eve 
oi the one-dav national strike to 
reassure the public that their 
myriad economic problems will 
he tackled. 

In particular. Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin pledged that a start 
would he made in settling bil- 
lions of dollars worth of wages 
and pensions arrears - one of 
the country's deepest sources of 
anger and division, and the dri- 
ving force behind today's in- 
duxiria! action. 


o In Moscow 
alone, 16,000 
police, including 
riot squads, will 
be deployed 9 


Mr Yeltsin, a veteran politi- 
cal stuntman, weighed in with 
a nationwide radio address de- 
fending his performance at last 
wcck’sHclsinki summit, which 
has been criticised as a sell-out 
by his Communist und nation- 
alist foes. In a separate move, 
he also announced that he will 
take personal charge of re- 
forming Russia's armed forces. 

And he fired off a blatantly 
populist decree banning gov- 
ernment workers from using 
foreign cars for official business. 
Even the Kremlin’s fattest cats 
will be forced to auction off their 
beloved Mercedes and BMWs 
and replace them with Russian- 
produced vehicles, setting the 
stage for a return to the black 
Ziis and Volgos which swept par- 
ty apparatchiks around Moscow 
during the Soviet era. 

Mass strikes in Russia tend 
to produce unwarranted alarm- 
ist warnings of unrest, but yes- 
terday's theatrical flurry by the 
leadership suggests that the 
Kremlin is concerned about 
today's events. Trade union 


leaders claim that up to 20 mil- 
lion people will go on strike at 
almost 30,000 different enter- 
prises, ranging from heavy in- 
dustrial plants to coal mines, in 
Moscow alone, where several 
large protests are planned, the 
city authorities say 16,000 po- 
lice will be on the streets, in- 
cluding riot squads. 

Yesterday, Mr Chernomyrdin 
underlined the mood of gener- 
al unease by issuing an appeal 
for calm, which he combined 
with an attempt to assure the 
world that his new administra- 
tion is a caring, sharing one. 
which is deeply concerned 
about the long-suffering Russ- 
ian public and its unpaid wages. 

“ Wc see this problem, we feel 
and understand this problem,” 
he said, before urging people 
not to gel -carried away by emo- 
tion and provocations". He 
continued: “You see. there ex- 
ist forces that want to rock the 
boat, that want to use this nor- 
mal action ... to aggravate the 
situation in the country. I can 
say once again that nobody will 
benefit from this." 

Certainly, most Russians have 
good reason for outrage. The 
country's wage and pension ar- 
rears have risen to $S.Sbn 
t£5.5bn); factories across the na- 
tion S 11 time zones stand idle 
and often derelict: millions hav e 
seen their savings wiped out by 
inflation or fraudulent pyramid 
investment schemes: health and 
education services have been 
collapsing steadily since Russia 
first embarked on reforms in 
1 992. while other soda) blights 
- from disease lo corruption and 
crime - have been multiplying. 
Today, the government will be 
hoping that apathy and cold 
weather will help stifle manv of 
the cries of anguish. In muefi of 
Russia, the idea of going on 
strike is considered pointless as 
many of Ihe industries are al- 
ready at a standstill. 

But Mr Chernomyrdin and 
his free-marketeers also have 
more concrete solutions to Rus- 
sia's economic crisis. Ycster- 
dav, the Prime Minister reeled 
off a list of planned reforms - 
including overhauling the tax 
code, regulating national mo- 
nopolies. and reforming key ar- 
eas of the benefits system, 
notably housing, pensions and 
utilities. 

The proposals depend ulti- 
mately on Russia’s ability to 
raise its revenues, notably tax, 
and to cut its spending. Both 
measures are scarcely hkely to 
improve the public mood, at 
least, not in the short term. 
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- Lost generation: Victims of the conflict at a Red Cross transit camp between Goma and Kigali in Zaire. They must now return to a hostile Rwanda Photograph: Reuters 
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No turning 
back for Red 
Cross orphans 


Ed OToughfin 

Goma, Zaire 

John Bosco Gashumba climbed 
down from the twin-engined 
United Nations cargo aircraft, 
its hold crammed with ragged 
children, and surveyed the 
scene around him, lb the north, 
the stark volcanic cone of Nvi- 
ragongo loomed over Goma. To 
the east was the dim ridge 
marking the Rwandan border, 
and home. 

‘This trip was useless,” he re- 
marked. “We walked 600km 
and now we are back," 

For the 186 children of Ki- 
gali’s Red Cross orphanage, 
aged between three and 15 
years, the return to Rwanda's 
frontier Iasi week marked the 
end of one ordeal, and possibly 
the beginning of another. 

Having stuck with their 
charges through three years of 
war. famine and epidemic, foot- 
sore from fleeing 3S0 miles in 
four months, Mr Gashumba, a 
headmaster, and bis 10 staff 
must now lead them into a new 
and potentially hostile Rwanda. 
But in a region where humani- 
ty has become hopelessly de- 
valued. their story of compas- 
sion and dedication also gives 
ground for hope. 

“A lot of us only survived be- 
cause we bad our monitors 
with us.” one 16-year-old boy 
told journalists. “They sold 
their shoes so we could eaL" 

II is nearly three years since 
the Rwandan civil' war pan- 
icked the orphanage staff into 
adding their children to the hun- 
dreds of thousands of Rwan- 
dans - among them Lhe Hutu 
perpetrators of the J994 anli- 
Tutsi genocide - fleeing into 
neighbouring Zaire. 

Then, in October of last year, 
the fighting caught up with 
them again. As rebels from lhe 
Alliance of Democratic Forces 
for the Liberation of Congo- 
Zaire moved into the town of 
Bukavu, most of the Rwandan 
refugees there took to lhe road 
again, this time heading north 
and west into the bean of Zaire. 

Fleeing through towns al- 
ready looted by the bandits of 
the Zairean Armed Forces 
(FAZ), the orphans were forced 
to live off what I hey could find. 
There was no help from the rav- 
aged Zairean population or 
from their fellow countrymen in 
the former Rwandan Hutu 
army and extremist Intera- 
hamwe Hum militia. 

Yet by late February, when 
they came to a bait at the town 
of Kind u, the orphanage had lost 
only eight children to hunger 
and disease. Journalists and aid 
workers who reached Kindu af- 
ter it was taken by rebels re- 
marked that many of the 
orphans were in better shape 
than refugee children who re- 
mained with their parents. 

Felicien Kaite KayigL one of 
the orphanage staff, said his col- 
leagues regarded the children as 
their own. 

“We told them that if you 
have to die of hunger, then we 
die from hunger as well,” he 
said. 

The orphans were among 
the first trickle of Rwandan re- 
fugees to be repatriated by air 
last week, following the rebel 
capture of the government 
stronghold of Kisangani. Unable 
to gain access to Lhe main con- 
centration of approximately 


100.00U refugees, still just be- 
yond the rebel lines at Uhundu, 
the United High Commission- 
er for Refugees has begun 
scouring the jungles of eastern 
Zaire for smaller groups and 
evacuating the more vulnerable 
of them in a iwin-cneinc Buffalo. 

More extensive repatriations 
are ruled out by the difficulty of 
the terrain, which makes vehi- 
cle traffic difficulL and - many 
aid workers say - by the rebels' 
reluctance to allow large-scale 
aid operations to impede their 
ongoing advance. 

.According to rebel leader, 
Laurent Kabila, the refugees 
at Ubundu, trapped against the 
unfordable Zaire river, include 
many armed soldiers of 
the former Rwandan govern- 
ment and armed members of 
the genocidal Interahumwe 
militia. 

Unable to return to Rwanda 
for fear of retribution from 
their country's Tutsi-dominated 
government - a strong sup- 
porter of the rebel movement 
- these are reported to have 
herded many ordinary civilians 
with them. Aid workers in 
Goma fear that a rebel assault 
on Ubundu. which Kabila has 
not ruled out. could result in 
massacres or panic many 
refugees into attempting to 
cross the river. 

The chief of the UNHCR's 
Goma delegation. Craig 
Sanders, said that the miserable 
state of lhe refugees now behind 
the rebel lines raised fears for 
the people at Ubundu. 

“There is malnutrition inkin'* 


G Thousands of 
children are in 
Rwandan jails 
awaiting trial 
for suspected 
genocide 5 


its toll and coming with that they 
arc being hit by diseases they 
would normally recover from, 
like malaria and diarrhoea, 
even simple foot wounds that 
will not heal.” 

Although spared any further 
horrors of war. lhe Red Cross 
children arc now returning into 
a potentially hostile political cn- 
vironmenL The authorities in 
Kigali regard with great suspi- 
cion any refugees who failed m 
return from Zaire until forced 
to do so by the recent rebel 
victories. 

Aid workers say that lust 
week's mercy flights were 
refused permission to fly directly 
to Kigali and instead were or- 
dered to unload the children at 
Goma. on Zaire’s border with 
Rwanda. 

Although the orphanage sa\x 
that its charges include several 
children from lhe Tutsi minor- 
ity whom it sheltered from the 
1994 genocide, a rebel official 
who travelled with the flight told 
journalists that all would havc 
lo be interrogated after thev 
crossed into Rwanda. 

Thousands of children are 
among the 90.000 suspected 
“genocida/res" who arc Mill 
awaiting trail in Rwanda's hor- 
rifically overcrowded jarLs. 
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Bertold 

Hornung 


“Make traffic fit the city, not the 
city fit the traffic.” Bertold Hor- 
ming’s pithy dictum now has 
many adherents. A generation 
303, when he arrived in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, it bemused, even 
affronted, more orthodox pro- 
fessionals. But, when it came to 
constructively deconstructing 
bureaucracy, Horn u/ig had been 
schooled in the best academy in 
the world. Central Europe. With 

wicked humour, tw inkling eyes, 

and clear thinking, he was an in- 
spirational figure. 

He was bom into a multi- 
lingual Jewish family in the 
Moravian town of Ostrava in 
1925. The Nazis cut short his ed- 
ucation. forced to leave school 
before he was 14, he was sent 
to Prague in the hope of a place 
on the KmdcrtransporL But he 
stayed in Prague, and learned 
carpentry skills . He ended the 
Second World War amidst the 
horrors of Terezin but alive, 
saved by the craft he could bring 
to a work gang. Thereafter his 
home always contained elegant 
furniture that he had designed 
and built himself to a standard 
of which a master carpenter 
would have been proud. 

By 1950 he had graduated as 
Ing Arch hum the Czech Tech- 
nical University. He married 
Hana Mautner, a wonderful 
support and foil to his wit. He 
practised bis profession, work- 
ing on a landscape plan for 
Souihcm Bohemia, local de- 
velopment plans in Prague and 
master-planning industrial 
cities. Then he wrote a letter of 
protest about show trials. In 
1957 he was declared a dan- 
gerous person. The judgement 
was accurate - his intelligence, 
jokes and humanity were die an- 
tithesis of the apparatchik state. 
He was redeployed to Eastern 
Slovakia, where his talents were 
needed to design pigsties. 

Many suffered similar fates; 
each bad to find their own ad- 
justment to what Vaclav Hav- 
el called “this system of 
existential pressure”. Charac- 
teristically, Bertie Homung en- 
gaged with his professionalism 
and rich sense of irony. He en- 
tered an anonymous competi- 
tion for the design of a new 
town, and won. The prize was 
to lead die planning of the 
town, albeit within the strict con- 
fines of centrally determined 
densities and building types. 
Even here he was able to inject 
imagination into' layouts. - 

Winning another competition 
took him back to Prague in 
1965, to head the planning of 
the Metro, and to cross swords 
with the Russian engineers pro- 
viding fraternal assistance. In- 


stead of fitting the city to the 
engineering, Homung demon- 
strated how intelligent design 
could respect the rich legacy of 
Prague’s historic street pat- 
terns and open space networks. 

The Soviet tanks came before 
the Metro, in August 1968. 
Hana was working in an Amer- 
ican film; Bertie's metro tunnels 
had been 20cm too small to fit 
the Russian trains. In the chaos 
of 21 August Homung went to 
the Director’s room at the of- 
fice, found exit certificates and, 
as there was nobody there .to 
sign them, signed them himself. 
The Homuogs packed a few 
bags into their car, and with 
their two young daughters set 
off, telling their neighbours 
they were out for a for a picnic. 
They forgot to mention that the 
picnic was in Vienna. 

The family was soon in Ed- 
inburgh, tbe only British city that 
could echo the townscape of 
Prague. In 1965 Edinburgh's 
Development Plan had pro- 
posed construction of an inner 
ring road. There had been no 
cost-benefit analysis and no in- 
tegration with land use, parking 
or public transport After a long 
and acrimonious public inquiry, 
in 1969 Cofin Buchanan and 
Partners were appointed plan- 
ning consultants, Homung bead- 
ing the team, to work alongside 
the transport consultants. Free- 
man Rjx, Wilbur Smith and As- 
sociates. Through Horaung’s 
determined and imaginative ad- 
vocacy, the balance was deci- 
sively shifted towards bus 
priority, pedestrianisatioQ and 
traffic restraint reducing the 
scale of road developments. 

In 1972 he led the team 
(funded in part by the British 
Council) replanning Jerusalem, 
and then in 1976 took respon- 
sibility for the preparation of the 
Lothian Region Structure Plan. 
He brought a capacity for strate- 
gic thinking and a grasp of the 
•relations between land use and 
transport for which there were 
few equals or precedents. Un- 
der Homung Lothian produced 
Scotland’s first Structure Plan, 
and with a lull and open process 
of public consultation. 

While holding this senior 
position in Lothian Region, 
Homung attended evening 
classes at the Edinburgh College 
of Artio gain the award of the 
Diploma in Town and Country 
•Planning. He became a Char- 
tered Town Planner on his elec- 
tion to membership of the 
Royal Town Planning Institute. 

He retired in 1983 after a 
heart attack. Retirement in- 
volved regular employment as a 
planning consultant, serving as 



Homung (rigrt) and Pip Hills sot off for Prague In a 1930s U£onda, 1990; Homung advised tfie Czech government on their planning system 


a professional adviser to the 
Royal Fine Art Co mmissio n for 
Scotland and teaching planning 
students at Edinburgh College 
of Art/Heriot-Witl University. 
During the ftague Spring be had 
been a highly regarded part-time 
readier at the Czech Technical 
University. In Edinburgh he 
was loved by hs students: he not 
only helped to make them ef- 
fective professional planners, 
but also educated them in life it- 
self. It was fitting that in July 
1996 his life achievements were 
recognised by the award of an 


Honorary DLitt from Heriot- 
Wbtt University. 

The Velvet Revolution al- 
lowed him to revisit his beloved 
Prague, where his professional 
reputation had endured. The 
new government sought his ad- 
vice on how to restructure their 
planning system. He organised 
mid-career training sessions for 
Prague City Council, and 
worked with the Czech Techni- 
cal University training plan- 
ners from smaller towns. 

Homung was steeped in a 
deep understanding of Czech 


urbanism and design. It all 
came together in a magnificent 
exhibition which he organised 
about Prague, which ran in Ed- 
inburgh’s City Arts Centre in 
the winter of 1994-95. 

To the last he remained an in- 
cisive wit and thinker. When 
presented with a draft report 
and told that all that now need- 
ed doing was “dotting the Ts and 
crossing the t’s”, he scanned it, 
shook his head and said- “l think 
we’ll need to be crossing the 
eyes and drinking the teas.” 

“Like any other weed it is dif- 


ficult to get rid of me once and 
forever.” Bertie Homung wrote 
to me a few weeks ago, ex- 
plaining that he bad had u a 
rather bad patch of heart trou- 
ble with complications”. The 
achievements and the spirit of 
this weed will be around for a 
long time yeL 

Cliff Hague 


Bertold Homung phnn& and. ar- 
chitect: bom Ostrava, Moravia 25 
March 1925; married 1948 Hana 
Mautner [ two daughters); died 
Edinbiugh 20 March 1997. 


Charles Booth 


Charles Booth was the only 
British diplomat to have served 
three times in Burma, the third 
time as ambassador. He was 
warmly attached to that way- 
ward country and equally warm- 
ly esteemed by the Burmese, 
who. in spite of the severance 
of the Commonwealth link, still 
feef more comfortable with 
the British than with other 
foreigners. 

Booth was bom in 1925. and 
educated at Hcywood Grammar 
School and Pembroke College, 
Oxford where he took a degree 
in History in iy5U. From 1943 
until 1947 he served in the Air- 
borne Division of the Royal Ar- 
tillery and was involved in 
support of the civil power in the 
run-up to Indian independence. 
He joined the Foreign Office 
in 195U. and was posted to 
Rangoon in 1951. This first 
tour enabled him to learn 
Burmese, to travel widely round 
the verv varied countrv - im- 



Bootlu love of Burma 

possible to do later when diplo- 
mats wen; severely restricted - 
and to make many loyal 
Burmese friends. 

Back in the Foreign Office 
from 1955 to 1960, he served as 
Private Secretary to the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary of Slate and 
was one oF the Resident Clerks, 
living up in the attics of the old 


India Office and acting as first 
line of defence in the evenings 
and at weekends in the event of 
foreign coups d’etats or other 
alarms. Posted to Rome as Fust 
Secretary in 1960, he was 
involved in the Queen's State 
Visit the following year and 
appointed LVO and to the 
Order of Merit of the Italian 
Republic. 

He returned to Rangoon in 
1963 as Head of Chancery, but 
his posting was cut short the 
next year as the embassy was re- 
duced in size; the Revolution- 
ary Council's determination to 
cut links with the rest of the 
world left little for diplomats to 
do. Booth's transfer to Bangkok 
was logical administratively, 
but the two neighbouring coun- 
tries are as different from each 
other as, say, England and 
Turkey, and he left Rangoon 
with regret, in spite of the dif- 
ficulties imposed there by the 
regime and the fact that many 


of his Burmese friends had 
been imprisioned. After an- 
other spell in the Foreign Of- 
fice from 1967 to 1968, he 
served successively in Kampala 
as Deputy High Commissioner, 
in Washington as Consul Gen- 
eral and Counsellor in charge 
of the Administration, and as 
Counsellor in Belgrade, where 
he was glad to get back to po- 
litical work and observe the in- 
tricacies of Tito's domestic and 
foreign balancing acts. 

In 197S he returned to Ran- 
goon as Ambassador, the post 
he had always set his sights on. 
and was appointed CMG in 
1979. By ibis lime the Ne Win 
regime had somewhat softened. 
In spite of the fact that any 
Burmese official - which meant 
virtually anyone, since the pri- 
vate sector had been all but 
abolished - had to ask permis- 
sion before consorting with a 
foreign diplomat and write a re- 
port afterwards. Booth man- 


aged to make excellent use of 
his earlier contacts. He was 
able to promote useful British 
aid projects, under the aid trade 
provision (ATP) whereby, for 
example, a company like John 
Brown Engineering was sub- 
sidised to construct a much- 
needed power station. 

He was particularly proud of 
unearthing from a shed in the 
zoo a statue of Sir Arthur 
Phayre, a proconsul of early 
British rule after whom one of 
Rangoon's main streets was 
named, and persuading the 
minister responsible to let him 
set it up in die Residence gar- 
den. The Burmese, for their 
part, were delighted to have a 
British ambassador who un- 
derstood them and regarded 
their post-colonial difficulties 
with real sympathy. 

Booth's last post was as High 
Commissioner in Malta, for 
him something of an anticlimax. 
After that he solved the famil- 


iar problem of public servants 
retired at 60, by signing on 
again for security clearance 
work in the Foreign Office, 
thus gaining five more years of 
congenial company. 

Besides his love of the 
Burmese language and peo- 
ple, Charles Booth was keen on 
opera, and in his retirement in 
Suffolk became increasingly in- 
terested in exploring the delights 
of his own coondy, having spent 
most of his working life abroad. 
He was always interested in oth- 
er people’s perceptions and 
ideas and took great trouble to 
encourage the young. 

Martin Morland 


Charles Leonard Booth, diplo- 
mat; bom 7 March 1925; LVO 
1961; Ambassador to Burma 
1978-82; CMG 1979; High Com- 
missioner, Malta 1982-85; mar- 
ried 1958 GiU Emms (two sons, 
two daughters); died Soiuhwold, 
Suffolk 21 March 1997. 


Professor Frank 
Llewellyn Jones 



Frank Llewellyn Jones was an 
academic of integrity, with in- 
terests r anging from physics to 
railways, and all pursued with 
an enthusiasm which reflected 
the “hwyi” typical of a man with 
his deep mid roots. From 
these roots, of which be was 
proud, sprang Ins lifetime of ser- 
vice to the cause of higher ed- 
ucation in the principality. 

Bora in 1907 at Femhiw- 
ceiber in one of the South ^fates 
valleys north of Cardiff; Uew- 
eDyu Jones received his early ed- 
ucation at West Monmouth 
School He went up in 1925 as 
an Open Science Exhibitioner to 
Merton College. Oxford, where 
be took a First in Physics. 

There followed three years of 

research with Professor Sir 
John Ibwnsend, himself, in his 
day, a research student of Pro- 
fessor Sir JJ. Thomson, the dis- 
coverer of the electron. This was 
a formative period for UeweDyn 
Jones, stimulating his deep in- 
terest in the physics of ionised 
gases and plasmas, which was as 
lively towards the end of his life 
as when he first arrived at the 
then University College of 
Swansea in 1932, as a young lec- 
turer in tbe Physics Department, 
having completed his DPhil and 
a short period as Senior Demy 
at Magdalen College, Oxford. 

He remained in the service of 
the University of Wales for 42 
years, 33 in the Physics De- 
partment and the rest as Prin- 
cipal. He was appointed as 
Professor of Physics and Head 
of Department m 1 945 , in suc- 
cession to Professor EJ. Evans, 
the founding professor. He 
masterminded the department’s 
rapid post-war expansion and 
established two internationally 
renowned research schools, one 
in ionised gases and the other 
in electrical contacts. 

His interest in electrical con- 
tacts research developed while 
at the Royal Aircraft Estab- 
lishment, Fiambo rough, where 
he was seconded as a Senior Sci- 
entific Officer carrying out re- 
search on aero-engine ignition 
during tbe Second World Wir. 

Llewellyn Jones conveyed his 
enthusiasm for his subject at 
Swansea both in lively provoca- 
tive discussion and through lec- 
tures delivered in a style, which, 
if not always totally coherent, was 
never dufl. He inspired in his stu- 
dents respect and affection and 
was invited to lecture all over the 
world. Never an ivory-tower 
academic, he recognised, long 
before it became generally ac- 
cepted, the need for strong in- 
teraction between research in tbe 
universities and in industry. This 
led to his developing many col- 



UeweSyn Jones: Ionised gases 

labors trve projects with support 
from organisations such as the 
Electrical Research Association, 
the Central Electricity Associa- 
tion, the Centra] Electricity Gen- 
erating Board and tbe Plessey 
Co, as well as involvement in the 
early stages of the fusion power 
programme, stimulated m the 
universities by the Warren Com- 
mittee of the Royal Society un- 
der Sir G JP. Thomson. 

While Head of the Physics 
Department he also served as 
Dean of Science (1946-48), 
Vice-Principal (1954-56 and 
1960-62), and Acting Principal 
(1959-60). Then in 1965 he was 
appointed as Principal of the 


al lege , a post he held for nine 

years. Those years included the 

notorious Sixties, a time of tur- 
bulence and dissent in acattetne 
as elsewhere. Swansea was not 
without its share of disruption, 
but emerged in good shape to 
meet the different challenges 
which continue to this day. 

Llewellyn Jones also served 
as Vice-Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Wales (1969-7 1), play- 
ing a crucial part in the 
incorporation into the univer- 
sity of both St David's College, 
Lampeter, and the Webb CoJm 
lege of Advanced Technology 
(as the University of Wales In- 
stitute of Science and Technol- 
ogy, before its subsequent 
merger with the University Col- 
lege of South Wales, Cardiff). 

As Gi airman of the Gregynog 
Committee be initiated the in- 
corporation of the study centre 
at Gregynog in mid- Wales into 
the university, and the restora- 
tion of tbe prestigious Gregynog 
Press. He also made sig n ifica n t 
contributions to the advisory 
committee on the University of 
the Air, under tbe chairmanship 
of Baroness Lee, the recom- 
mendations from which even-, 
tualfy led to tbe estabtishme nt 
of the Open University. a 

In the wider Welsh context, nF 
served as Senior Scientific Ad- 
viser (Wales) on Civil Defence 
to the Home Office, and for six 
years on the Council for Wales, 
where his knowledge of, and en- 
thusiasm for, rail transport en- 
abled him to argue effectively 
a gaino ioo drastics reduction in 
rail services in Wales. Under his 
chairmanship, the Central Ad- 
visory Committee for Education 
(Whies) as eariy as 1965 issued 
the first report to document the 
impending crisis in schools re- 
sulting from the shortage of sci- 
ence graduates entering the 
teaching profession. Again un- 
der his chairmanship, the uni- 
versity committee on the place 
of Welsh in Broadcasting made 
recommendations which were 
subsequently adopted and led to r, 
tbe eventual esta blishme nt of the - 
Welsh-Ianguage channel S4G 

Llewellyn Jones's contribu- 
tions to physics research, en- 
capsulated in five books, 
including his well-known de- 
finitive Methuen monograph 
Ionization and Breakdown in 
Gases (1957), as well as in more 
than 70 original papers in sci- 
entific journals, were recog- 
nised by the award of the C.V. 
Boys Prize of the Institute of 
Physics in 1960 and the first 
Ragnar. Holm Achievement 
Award for Research on Elec- 
trical Contacts in 1972. 

Charming and courteous and 
sometimes slightly vulnerable in 
his personal relationships. 
Frank Llewellyn Jones was an 
independent thinker, outspoken 
in his professional contacts, 
never unduly influenced bj£ o- 
litical correctness or the Pub- 
lishment view and sometimes 
slightly impatient and irrever- 
ent of authority. Traits which, in 
the view of some of his dose 
friends, prevented his attaining 
the full recognition which his 
undoubted range of achieve- 
ments warranted; although it 
must be added that this was a 
matter of greater concern to his 
colleagues than to himself. 

Jack Dutton 

Frank Llewellyn Jones, physicist: 
hern l&iriuwceibtx Glamorgan 30 
September 1907; Lecturer in 
Physics, University College of 
Swansea 1932-40, Head of De- 
partment of Physics 1945-65, Vice- 
Principal 1954-56 and 1960-62 
Acting Principal 1959-60, Princi- 
pal 1965-74; Senior Scientific Of- 
ficer. RAE, Famborouffi 1940-45; 
Professor of Physics, University of 
Wades 1945-74 [Emeritus); CBE 
1965; Vice-Chancellor, UrtiversiQ 
ty of Wales 1969-71; married 1938 
Eileen Davies (died 1982; one son, 
and one daughter deceased), 1983 
Mrs Gwendolen Thomas; died 
Cardiff 3 February 1997. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

PRIOR: Ardikr Tom. FI CM. Swidctj- 
ly. alter a short Alness, on IS March 
at Rmsicad. Surrey, aged 84. Derated 
husband In Ada. much loved and ad- 
mired father ol Susan and Stephen. 
Grandfather of Stephen. Ben and Ali- 
cia and "wal pfandfacber (u William 
mid Elizabeth. Scrvax of thanksgiv- 
ing aad cremation ar Randalls Kirk. 
LcatbcrbcoJ. Sumsy 2pm Tuesday 1 
April 1W. Flowers nr shnihs to be 
planted in his memurv please to Fu- 
neral Directors; WA liiielove & Son, 
Bans lead. Surrey. 

■ tmnw ri b for Gt utffp SIXTHS. 
MARR1AT.es & DEATHS iboctd he sent 
in writing to tbr Gautir Editor. The In- 
dependent, 1 Canada Square. Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL telephoned to 
0171*3932011 1 24-hour a ns wer ing imrMn c 
0171-293 2012 1 or bud to 0171-293 2010. 
Charge* are UJ9 a Hue (VAT ertraf. 


Birthdays 

Mr David Andrews, fanner chair- 
man. Gwion Ltd. 64; Miss Ruth 
Ashton, former General Secretary, 
Royal College of Midwives. 58; Mr 
Robert Bauman, chairman, British 
Aerospace. Mr. Professor Afastair 
Betlingham. haemalologisl, 59: Sir 
Louis BInrn-Coopcr QC. Indepen- 
dent Commissioner for the Holding 
Centres. Northern Ireland. 71; Lord 
Callaghan of Cardiff, former prune 
minister. S5: Mr Robert Cohan, 
choreographer. 72: Miss Maria Ew- 
ing. opera singer. 47; Lord Fan- 
shawe of Richmond, former MP, 70: 
Mr Julian Giover. actor, 62; Sir 
David Hancock, former senior civil 
servant. 63; Mr Nick Hawkins MP 40; 
Mr Victor Hocbbauscr. impresario. 
74: Lord Lyeil, former government 
minister. 58: Mr Geoffrey Parker, 
chairman. Teacher Training Agency, 
64: Lord Plumb. MERT 71 Mr 
Mstislav RoslroptwidL cellist and 
conductor. TO. Mr Budd Schulbcnu 
novelist and screenwriter. 83; Sir 
Richard Sharp, funner senior civil 


servant 82; Admiral Sir Jock Slater, 
First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval 
Staff, 59; Professor Margaret Stacey, 
sociologist 75; Mr Frank Taylor, 
Chief Constable, Durham, 64; Miss 
Daphne Todd, president Royal So- 
ciety of Portrait Painters, 50; Mr 
Cyrus \fonce. former US Secretary of 
State. 80; Mr Mkhad York, actor. 55. 

Anniversaries 

Births; Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, 
architect 1886; Gloria May Joseph- 
ine Swanson, actress. 1899. Deaths 
James VI of Scotland/Jamcs 1 of 
Great Britain. 1625; Yuri Alekseye- 
vich Gagarin, cosmonaut, 19o& To- 
day is Maundy Thursday and the 
Feast Day of St Alkcld or Alhilda 
and St John of Egypt 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tto Qua Bik] Thr Date of totatf uu.nl iHl 
MiMiihVciTu.ialV3ilh«ilViltKdratTlrOanal- 
ttt»h Ibc Inkrutoqui 1‘iftak 

al SlurravSkU LdplnpK 

Changing of the Guard 

Tic HuukU Cfib Mionnl hflncl »ini 
rt* Okct'i Lit Omni ai Hmrm G« i ft - Mem 


Queen's Counsel 

The Queen has approved the ap- 
pointment of the following as 
Queen’s Counsel: 

Anton Lir-h.- Muriuii. tela bp * nil Sasun. 
L*»ictkv Andrat ( ViBav talk] C vrU-Snih. 
J,4m TVnn Yjupfcai Be* an. Ridunl Mkbacl 
Hoik, Wiflun Unlit Wn*|, Ratal |Vfci Qw 
d>: tVtet **n Ifcan. Rally r<»Oiiaan Genre 
\V01um Rim- Richard sr Umfcc Mcrbuca. 
Kic/unlfajc.««E R."*l Nib ill Lmit ftSnnd 
Klcr Wiflum Claita. PjMdTbumi' Feh Alfc- 
Ufr HuK-rt Vofte Uc-tnr Inhn M,Gtvpur. 


Jrallun Lintel Cotat: Mkbxl Jutm Dni^s. 
Wtflian Mb Notts: lain SjriUr CnAhrin: Ed- 
nd bjfdn Jumlw KkJurd WUhomGyVi 
('icaOm iTdHcs Mini's Mn« Chrwmc Vifo- 
lii. DsmJ Mklnrf Bens Stand Hulk Nipd 
Mclnn Men; Ned Motnj Surrten Jofcn 
train: Niprl Madam Lbnd Luhoua. Ihnnk 
Jutm Kcadridk; Andrew John !***» 

AirbButd Hmahta: Lnnhnr Alice Unwell. 
Onrree Andrew Mttract Lcpyju. SjUv Jane 
nritiB: norel Jnbn natvc I (nsy SKrtai Mmu 
iirfiif EUiaheih Amhl UctkO’, Idim Nip.1 
Gitufcr. Aatfcet Roman Hnrhhauser. MkIlkI 
(toWUnnttan tans (ftuct; Juftn Lattmcr 
WUdctv Steven Will on bjv. Son* Brahctti 
SoUl Mafcnbi tm Water* NnMm fted Biku 


Paines; Omd Jutm I Urate Jim* I loch Sm- 
art -Smith: fttet Josef* Frau Da lb; Kenneth 
PimaW Juta UwD. tad, Cfiw Free* 

an; Omd Ridph tlalp- Nkbnta'. -Aba tnham 
Oowdn^ Gfcguo Charter Malbcw Mitcfcrft 
Chrmuphci Stenhen Vinfa. Andrew Wtate An- 
Jicw Peitm (Wta Nitfrta Antbuo* Jnvyfc 
inir-Iwi Mown: Rrun Rowell Green: Andrew 
loon Cuata Eds Qnioftex hana Marnx*] 
Jean* Land Eitoiid ftrrwr. Tnnotln John IU- 
k«i Erne* Ntfcl Ryder. Hamuli am Met 
CtataK-iUe, tArdnue Mdaet Zander; Ms 
Kenneth Jams Thumjnan. Protowr Waken 
HoMph Cmnrsh. .tahnrf WOpmc ibmnnwii: 
Gmrec Whnm Srapfc: Prufconr Andrew Jnhn 
Aahwurth. JnUct LoUm. Wfaddoa 


.iF* 


Christianity is no National Trust of the Spirit 


Human beings make a point of re- 
membering significant events in their 
past because they know that forgetting 
is as natural as remembering. There are 
people we once thought we could nev- 
er forget, yet only the prompting of an 
old photograph or a letter discovered 
in a book^ we haven't picked up for years 
calls them to mind. 

This is why the great spiritual tradi- 
tions insist on the ordered remembrance 
of the saving events in the life of the 
community. For Christians, Holy Week 
is a sustained act of recollection of Lhe 
last days of Jesus, and the theme of re- 
membrance is particularly important on 
this day, Maundy Thursday. But the 
kind of remembrance we have in mind 
is revolutionary, not nostalgic. 

The liturgy for this day enjoins us to 
bring the pasL into remembrance in a 
way that makes it actually present. The 
theological term for this mysterious 
process is anamnesis, the word used by 
Jesus at the Last Supper, when he fold 
us to eat the bread and wine in re- 
membrance of him. When Christians 
celebrate the eucharist, they are mak- 
ing his presence real now, not simply 
looking back at his presence then. 

Aaron Copland once said that "we 
arc in search of a usable past". We 


ArgumentsjorEaster 

Maundy Thursday Is a day 
for remembrance. But the 
result should be liberation 
rather than nostalgia, says 
Richard Holloway, the 
Bishop of Edinburgh. 


need a past we can use in tbe present 
We need a remembering that will 
strengthen rather than weaken us. 

Many people carry the past in a way 
that makes it difficult for them to re- 
spond to the challenges of their own day. 
They bear burdens of personal guilt for 
sin or loads of regret for the way 
things were, but are no longer. They in- 
terpret the command of Jesus at the 
Last Supper as an exhortation to look 
back to some sacred historical moment, 
rather than as a challenge to discover 
his meaning for today. So Christianity 
then becomes part of the heritage in- 
dustry, the National Drust of the Spir- 
it, there to preserve not only old 


buildings and old words, but old cus- 
toms and prejudices. Rather than find- 
ing Jesus in our own present, it calls 
upon us to look back at him in a past 
that is no longer available to us. 

Christianity has always found it easy 
to fell into this mood of immobilising 
conservatism. Behind it lies an under- 
standing of God not as liberator, but 
as an unforgiving parent whose disap- 
proval is constant and whose benedic- 
tion can ojily be earned by conformity 
to an unyielding code. 

.This version of Christianity breeds 
stunted personalities who inveigh 
against humanity and its follies, because 
they hate the devil more than they love 
Goa It has prevented us from living cre- 
atively and joyously, because it has in- 
stilled into us a false understanding of 
God as tbe great potty-trainer in the slty 
who will love us only if we keep our- 
selves immaculate and never get into 
a mess. 

This is the great caricature that Je- 
sus came to overturn. Martin Luther 
said that if we bad nothing of the New 
Testament except the parable of the 
Prodigal Son we would have the com- 

essentiahnessage of the uncondition- 
al love of God, waiting for us to return 


from all our wanderings. We know 
enough about our own nature to un- 
derstand that we can only love if we are 

first loved. 

This is good parenting as well as good 

theology. We have to be loved as we are, 

with all that we have made of our lives: 
wrong roads taken, right roads not tak- 
en; die fools we've been, the messes we 
got into; the helplessness of so much 
of our living, yet remembering, re- 
membering constantly, that we are 
loved and that God is still there for us 
after all our wanderings. 

That is a message worth bearing in 
remembrance. On this day, aswere- 

cafl the last supper of the man who came 

to make our lives more abundant, we 
remember also the kindness of God and 
the original love that gave us being and 
will one day transform that being into 
gtory. This love gives us courage to 
five joyously and imaginatively, not 
fearfully and nervously, because we 
know that God's perfect love has cast 
out fear. In the liturgy of this day h is 
customary to ringbells of joy. The bleak- 
ness of Holy Vfeek is suddenly illumj 
nated by a presentment of bliss, because 
we know that even in the long agonies 
of time Jesus is still present to us in the 
breaking of the bread. 


i. > 
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. -’ XT Tbenever a horrific murder is 
yi/ rormnitted wesearch desper- 
> . T. T ately. for a way of under-... 
. standing it. -Thar urge for explanation 
is- multiplied te ofold when the horror 
is perpetrated, by a child: Then, pre- 
• dictably, weierid to turn to the same 


•- ' . map to understand the mfnrf of a 12- 
•- .yeatTold child who murders, apparently 
for semi -sexual pleasure, we grab any 
- ehie that offers the relief of cbmpre- 
- hension. In truth, though, as we shah 
'yjgdipw, the quick and ready answeriare 
Soften ; ablind- a way of avoiding 

understanding, of failing to grasp how 

a child nirns-into a. Jailer. * 

. Manyof us. weafestrugghng yesterday 
to understand Sharon Can, scrabbling 
through press reports, staring at her . 
grinning photo. Here was a child who 
described being “turned on? ly stah hjpg - 
her l&year-old victim 2? times mid then 
mutilating her. Her crime was so vio- 
lent; so'exJxeme .in its rapadty,'that 
detectiw&fejtcc^^ assumethat 
; ithad been committedby a strongbru- 
t tal young man. But this child, when 
finally interviewed, showed no remorse. 

, Sen tenced-to indefinite imprisonment, 

• shestep^^smiJLmgfrom tte dock. Her 
Agarics described the murder in terms 
_ ^that freeze the mind: “If only I. could ’ 
kill you againrl promise I would make . 
you suffer, more this time.'’ . 

And thatprovided the first quick and 
easy way of interpreting Sharon Carr. 


the leader page 


unnatural, but only too human 


Cold; chining; therefore inhuman. She 
was an alien, a creature apart, not com- 
parable to you or your neighbour. And 
that provides a krnd .of easy answer, the 
relief that says: “I couldn’t do that. My 
child couldn’t ‘do that.” 

In this case, there was a second quick 
. answer ancient, primeval wickedness, 
called by its most intimidating name: 
voodoo. Of- course, white European 
and American demonology has similar 
opportunities for escaping from 
.rational interpretation. Witchcraft has 
a long and bloody and hypocritical his- 
tory in both main branches of Chris- 
tianity, from Salamanca to Salem. But 
this child is blade. She grew up in Belize 
City. Her mother burnt black and red 
candles, sacrificed .animals. Or so it is 
said. And there we have it: the child's 
-mind was turned by black magic. 

This - evil of the most primal kind - 
is the easiest escape route of alL We 
could call it the Stephen King school of 
understanding. It conjures up images 
. from B-movies of men painted as skele- 
tons. bedraggled in chicken feathers, 
wearing top hats, dancing madly round 
fires in the night to summon the spirits 
of the dead. The implication is that such 
practices corrupt. an impressionable 
mind, turning the child into an automa- 
ton. And that, once again, conveniently 
allows us to regard her as inh uman. 

There is some truth in these ways of 
explaining bow Sharon Carr came to be 
who she is. But they seem vaguely to 
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suggest that there is a heart of darkness 
in all our souls, which can be conjured 
up with a few feathers and an incanta- 
tion. Nonsense; we are not all inherently 
evil killers. It is tempting to try to under- 
stand extremely depraved acts by argu- 
ing that we are all capable of commit- 
ting them, given the right pressures, the 
right circumstances. But no: apart from 
anything else, many children are riddled 
with hiaatic ideas by their parents and 
their surroundings, but succeed in shak- 
ing them off as they gain their own 
judgement and experience. And many 
people, confronted by apparently inhu- 
man horror, retain their humanity 


intact: witness the civilised individuals 
who survived the Holocaust 
The real story inside the stoiy may 
be a simpler one. In a twisted way. it is 
a homely stoiy. For. wben you strip 
away the peculiarities of most cases of 
other-worldly violence, you almost 
always find an afl-tooworldly reality of 
abuse, of systematic damage being 
done to a mind, not through Satanism, 
but through aU-too-cotninon parental 
neglect It seems far more plausible 
that Sharon Carr’s mind was mutilated 
not by seeing chickens beheaded but 
by routine violence enacted by her 
mother and others on herself, and all 


those around her. Violence begets vio- 
lence. “Those to whom evil is done. Do 
evil in return." It is a law’ older than the 
Old Testament, but equally true in the 
Home Counties homes where sexual 
abuse has just ihe same capacity’ to turn 
bullying children into abusing adults. 
The cycle goes on and on, the abused 
growing up into abuser. 

The discovery of the pervasive dam- 
age done to our society by domestic vio- 
lence and abuse of children is one of 
the great and potent discoveries of 
recent times. Only in the past couple 
of decades have we started to grasp 
how significant a factor it is in engen- 
dering” what the world previously 
understood merely as abstract evil. If, 
like Sharon Carr/ a child has pepper 
poured on her vagina as routine pun- 
ishment: if she witnesses her mother fiy 
her stepfather's head in boiling fat; if 
this is the only way that she understands 
a whole gamut of human behaviour, 
then it is perfectly possible to under- 
stand that a child's mind may flip. 

Not all minds do; we don't yet know 
what factors decide that one child will 
convert to a capacity for evil, but 
another does noL Neuroscientists are 
learning more and more about brain 
patterns. and genetic predisposition for 
certain traits, but their discoveries are 
at a rudimentary stage. Maybe one day 
we will be able to decide what is fated, 
and what nurture (or lack of nurture) 
may provoke. 


Maybe some of us have murder- 
triggers that others lack. We do not 
know what they are, or how they are 
pulled. But we do know that where evil 
does break out, it comes from a com- 
plex blend of a natural self and of the 
horribly unnatural things that have 
been done to that individual. In other 
words, though it is by no means uni- 
versal it is only too human. Sharon is 
evil. But she isn't an alien. 


Log of£ and 
we’re dinosaurs 

D eep down, we are fascinated by the 
demise of the dinosaurs because 
we want to know what may obliterate 
us (unless we escape to some distant 
galaxy before apocalypse strikes). The 
List of possible dinosaur disasters runs 
from volcanic activity and a rise in sea 
level to the Earth being struck by a 
gigantic meteorite. But none of these 
is likely to cause the end of humanity. 
Much more likely is that the comput- 
ers will ail close down, and the whole 
world will grind to a halt. In fact, it 
nearly happened this week. Lots of 
people will not be paid in time for their 
Easter holiday because the Automated 
Clearing System collapsed. And that's 
nearly the end of the world, isn't it? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Britain backs 
family values, 
if you’re white 

Sir. Nobody should be surprised by 
'v the case of seven-year-old Whitney 
t Forrester, who is threatened with 
deportation to an orphanage in 
Jamaica in spHe of having a father . 
- and grandmother living in Britain 
(“Rejected by her mother and now. 
by Britain”, 25 March). : 

Our immigration laws have 
become increasingly tough and 
discriminatory against hlack. and 
Asianpeople ance the Cabinet 
decided to operate a covert colour- 
bar in the late 1950s, a poHcy made - 
explicit in Cabinet minutes ibr 1955 
and 1961. 


values” do not stand a chance 
unless the family is white.lf not, 
the family ran expect every . 
technical tv to be used to keep it 
separated oy exdudingone or more 
members. The instinct to exclu d e is 
so strong that the present 
government wfll not ratify two 
Auses in the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child in which the 
union or reunion of parents and 
children is guaranteed above all 
other considerations. 

In the case of Whitney Forrester, 
an innocent child -who had no 
need of separate entry clearance 
when she came to Britain with her 
mother - has'become persona non 
gram because her mother 
abandoned her. even though her 
father and grandmother are 
anxious to keep and support her. 

■ The next government must 
eliminate such travesties of justice 
by examining immigration and 
nationality laws and repealing.. . . 
those that give licence to (he: 
pernicious exercise of racial 
discrimination, so that the lawcan ;• 
fulfil its proper role as the 
foundation of justice for all: 
CHASRAWS 

Campaign Co-ordinator, Christian 
A cticm far Justice in immigration Law 
Glasgow ■ _ 

P 

• Sin Words cannot express my 

feelings on reading of the pligh t of 
Whitney Forrester. 

Perhaps the “silent” majority 
who apparently support tough 
immigration controls in the 
opinion polls wfll finally come to 
see what It means in practice, 1 
doubt it, though. For every 
Whitney Forrester there are 
hundreds of others, almost always 
black, brown of yellow, who are 
thrown out without such publicity. 

The hunger-striking asylum- 
seekers, Whitney Forrester, the 
grieving husbands and wives • ■ . - 
waiting mvaiitibr their loved ones 
to ju mp- eves-higher obstacles in . 
the Kafkaesque farce that is oiir . :j 
immigration system — all are a | 
national scandal. ' .. , j 

It is not enough to condemn just 
“the Gpvemmqnt". Byocr ' ■ 
indifference, apathy and in many 
M cases open hostility and 
“ xenophobia, we are aH guilty.. We 
shou ld be ashamed. 

. STEVEN POWELL 
LondtntN7 . ’ ■ 



Piltdown: the 
simple answer 

Sir: You report (21 March) on a 
. meeting at the Linnean Society 
which discussed, once again, the 
possible instigator of the FOtdowzi 
forgery. What past and current 
theorists fail to.understand is that 
there were only two individuals 
who actually found the bones at 
Piltdown and that. the same two . 
individuals demonstrated the 
bones to the scientific public at . 
the Science Museum. 

These two were Charles 
Dawson, a local solicitor and keen- 
amateur fossil-hunter, and Arthur 
Smith Woodward, the keeper of 
palaeontology at the Science 
Museum. -London. No middle- 
man was involved. The problem 
| has always been: who planted the 
| bones? 

S Sir Arthur Keith, a previous . 
suspect, was drawn into the 
Piltdown affair when invited, by 
Sinith Woodward, to view the 
bones at the Science Museum. At 
that lime. 1912, Arthur Keith was 
a curator of the Hunterian i 

Museum at the Royal College of 
Surgeons; Loudon. He was a 
world authority qn primate and 
human anatomy, whereas Smith 


What a prude! 

Sir. Defecating, urinating and 
copulating aitf indeed as natural as 
breast-feeding (letter, 25 March), 
but for John Collier to try smd 
justify his shameful prudishness by 
judgmg thtrm as one and the same 

isndiculous..- 

Hashe never eaten at a . 


human anatomy, whereas Smith 
Woodward specialised in fossil " 
fish' and had no special knowledge 
■ of human anatomy. 

Keith had mixed feelings, from 
the beginning,. about tbe true 
nature of the jaw bone; he 
. detailed the simian character of . 
the Piltdown jaw bone on . 
numerous occasions in his . . - 
Antiquity o/ Alan. Immediate - 
recognition was complicated 


any doubt about the bone being 
human. 

I was present that day in 1953 
when Weiner and co descended 
on the Buckston Browne 
Research Farm wiih a “doctored" 
chimpanzee jaw bone. To my 
amazement, Arthur Keith gave in 
immediately. So why did be not 
respond like that in 1912? He was 
a young man then and very 
ambitious, whereas Smith 
Woodward was at the top of the 
scientific establishment. Even so, 
had Arthur Keith stated 
categorically that the jaw bone 
was tbat of a chimpanzee, that 
would have been the end of the 
affair. 

The other point Piltdown 
theorists do not take into 
consideration is the site where the 
jaw bone was “found”. It was 
“found” in some untouched 
remnants of the original gravel 
some four feci six inches down at 
the bottom of the pit. Hinton or 
others, now accused of the 
forgery, would have required the 
foresight of Tiresias to have 
arranged the planting of the bone 
in such a site, and then waited 
. confidently for Dawson to come 
- along and start di gg ing at the 
precise point at the bottom of the 
. piL The more plausible 
explanation is that Dawson 
carried the bone into the pit. 
Dawson was an established stainer 
of fossils. This reduced the forgery 
to two individuals - those who 
found the bones and presented 
them to tbe scientific community. 
WJ DEMPSTER FRCS 
Lockedey, Hampshire 


Consultants at 
the coal-face 

Sin Dr Southern (letter. 21 March ) 
is correct in stating that consultants 
spend more time on 
administration, and that the 
reduction in junior doctors’ hours 
is another potential difficulty for 
maintaining a first-class level of 
continuity of rare for acutely sick 
patients. He is, however, incorrect 
to say that consultants have too 
little time to sec sick patients, 
especially when they are admitted. 

We are a busy two-site campus 
with a large casualty department 
When each consultant was on the 
rota every fifth day with his team 
for emergency admissions, the 
difficulty was to fit an 
unpredictable workload into an 
already crowded schedule and the 
system often worked badly, yet it is 
I the way most hospital admission 
teams work - often the consultant 
only has time to be shown the 
sickest people and may not return 
until the next routine ward round. 

My directorate runs a physician- 
of-the-week (PO W) system, with 
one consultant available 24 hours a 
day for seven days on a rota system. 
His routine work is cancelled for that 
week. There are two ward rounds, at 
Sam and 530pm, teaching sessions 
for students and house staff, and 
ample time to follow up the 
admissions of previous days. 
Continuity of care has been 
transformed, especially at weekends. 

Jar from consul tan ts being kept 
from the bedside, the week is 
enjoyable, different and there is lime 


to do a proper job. It has optimised 
the timetables of busy physicians 
who have a lot to contribute to the 
care of the acutely ill. 

Dr STEPHEN G SPIRO 
Clinical Director of Medicine 
Unhersity College London 
Hospital Trust 
London W1 


Baffled by 1917? 
Just ask Trotsky 

Sin As a research historian 1 am very 
much in favour of Andrew’ Marr's 
suggestion that we “should honour 
the people in disorganised archives 
who burrow through individual life 
stories" ("Makers of their own 
tragedy", 26 March). I am less happy 
however at his implication that 
Orlando Figes has somehow written 
the history of the Russian 
Revolution according to Tony Blair. 

What Figes has done is to uncover 
a number of interesting new details 
about the revolution while adding 
very little to our overall 
understanding of it. This is mainly 
because Figes. focusing on what die 
Russian people themselves did. 
misses the huge significance of the 
Western attack on the revolution 
from 191S. The revolution survived, 
but most of those who made it were 
killed in the misnamed Civil War 
with the While armies. 

For a general understanding of 
1*317 and after. John Reed’s Ten 
Days that Shook the World and 
Trotsky’s mammoth History of the 
Russian Revolution remain" by far 
the best guides. To these it is the 


restauranLoi does he also frown recognition was compiicaieo 

upon *adiini! people cal in pnbBc? because kev-paliof *ebone 
LR whjtflEY were missing. Smith woodward. 
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Londori SE9 
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task of the research historian. I'm 
afraid, merely to add footnotes of 
qualificationor embellishment. 
KEITH FLETT 
Convenor, London Socialist 
Historians Group 
London H 17 


When Easter 
visitors drop in 

Sir: We love having a river as 
boundary to our garden, but find 
the attentions and droppings of five 
geese a problem. Is there anyway 
of getting rid of them ... a pari from 
the obvious Easier solution? 

JOHN RATCUFFE 
Ipswich 

Sin I was puzzled as to why the 
local Sainshuiy’s store at Apsley 
Mills should want to open for 24 
hours on Easter Thursday, which is 
4 April. 1 found that they really 
meant Maundy Thursday, 27 
March. This is one more example 
of how the secularisation of this 
country is destroying our family 
and cultural fabric. 

The Rev CHRISTOPHER TERRY 
Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire 


Off the pitch 

Sir. Perhaps I might fine-tune the 
definition of “pitching" supplied by 
Miriam Andrews (letter. 24 March). 
Precipitation of snow in Bristol is 
only considered to be pitching if it 
does not melt when it reaches the 
ground - otherwise a snowfall is 
deemed to be not pitching ... and it 
is safe to pul on your daps and dap 
down to tne local shop. 

DAVID BRYANT 
London W9 


Spirit of ’68 too 
far out for us 

Sin Your article “Students abandon 
sex and drugs for mobile phones 
and laptops" (24 March) seemed 
surprised at the findings of the 
recent survey. 

Oh. if only ] could have gone to 
university in 1968! I should have 
loved to spend ray grant (in line 
with the cost of living) on jolly 
nights in the Union bar, learning 
purely for the love of ray subject, 
discussing how terrible Vietnam 
was and occupying the vice- 
chancellor's office over a rise in 
campus rent. 

And the secure knowledge that 
my third-class degree, be it in fine 
art or engineering, would be 
enough to guarantee me an offer 
for every job which I applied to! In 
1 968 it was possible to use your 
four-year ticket to Bohemia to its 
fullest advantage. 

Now The Independent proposes 
that "of course students should pay 
for their education" (leading 
article. 24 March). 

This would “of course" lead to 
a massive debt after graduation. 
But graduation is not enough 
even to gel you an interview for 
that well-paid job necessary to 
repay your loan. “A degree is not 
enough", as the mantra at the 
careers service goes. 

I lament that this situation has 
arisen because of the ridiculous 
numbers pouring into tertiary 
education, placing an intolerable 
strain on teaching resources. I 
bristle at the “pay for it yourself” 
altitude of today's fifty somethings. 
However I am eternally grateful 10 
Glasgow University for the sense of 
privilege that I have after four 
years’ learning there. 

LORNA RETT1G 
Glasgow 


Voting pattern in 
new constituency 

Sir: Mr Welch of Clwyd can indeed 
find out the voting make-up of his 
newly redistributed constituency 
(letter, 22 March). 

First, phone the electoral 
registration officer for the area and 
find out what wards are included in 
the new constituency. 

Next, go to the public library 
and check tbe voting patients for 
these wards for the preceding 
local elections. (To be on the safe 
side, check back two local 
elections lest an out-of-kilter 
result be present.) 

Because wards are seldom split 
in boundary redistributions, this 
will allow him to assess with 
reasonable accuracy the electoral 
pattern of his new constituency. 

However, writing “anyone but 
ABC" on the ballot papier 
(assuming there are more than two 
candidates) would result in a spoilt 
ballot for lack of clarity. 

NANCY IRWIN 
Limerick, 

Irish Republic 


Our rural friend 

Sir: My view is a vast East Anglian 
landscape, but just two fields. One 
is set-aside, whilst in the other the 
landowner is ploughing out a 
bridleway for greater arable 
acreage. 

Thank God for such folk as Jake 
Fiennes with his field margins, high 
hedges and brooder crops (“The 
game of life", 22 March). WDJ the 
keeper, once the countryman’s 
worst enemy, turn out to be his best 
friend? 

Stan Haynes 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire 
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A gangland 11(81160 and Juliet, a fascist 
Hichard III’, a woman as ‘King Lear’ . . . 
Can the Bard survive all this modem 
tinkering? Yes, argues Richard D North 


T he groundlings are 
all astir. American 
icen star Claire 
Daines has moved 
on from MTV's My 
So-Called Life to an LA gang- 
war Romeo + Julia, opening in 
cinemas here from tomorrow. 
So all's well: people have always 
messed with the Bard. 

Shakespeare is enjoying a 
success which is likely to prove 
light years longer lasting even 
than Star Heirs. He can be digi- 
tised but not mastered. You can 
throw what you like at the plays 
and feel that the old beggar was 
on your side all along. While 
the audiences comes out talk- 
ing aboul the special effects, it's 
the poetry and themes they 
dream about later. That, and 
the performances, of course. 
Repertory theatre may lie dead, 
but there remains a sense of a 
national repertory theatre - if 
anything enhanced by television 
- and there is a special sport 
in watching a familiar face from 
a soap or a thriller working with 
a different class of material. 
And then there is the buzz of 
watching a new generation of 
actors and actresses ageing into 
the big stuff. 

The National Theatre 
unveils a new King Lear today, 
and for once we haven't been 
teased with star interviews. The 
fun is in wondering whether 
the quiet lan Holm is up to this 
dark and noisy piece? Out 
comes his 1967 Henry l ’ (on 
audio cassette) for a rerun 
reminding us - what is hard to 
remember with hi-tech modem 
productions - that we are 
invited to “be kind and eke out 
our performance with your 
mind". The mind skips along to 
Laurence Olivier's filmed 
Henry I.’ where the camera goes 
backstage lo enhance Shake- 


speare's game of showing us the 
swan of Avon's feet paddling 
beneath the serene surface. 

In the surreal world of Lear 
nearly anything can work. 
Youngish Kathryn Hunter at 
the Haymarkeu Leicester, was 
a mesmerising Lear, acting 
beyond gender and years to 
portray a regal loss of com- 
mand of self, family and realm. 
There was a little, but only a 
very little, of Patricia Hayes's 
Edita the Inebriated Woman 
about it. 

One half hopes the 
National's is one of the quieter 
productions. It's true, we are 
mostly glad that modem effects 
are high-powered. Vulgar they 
may be, but even a dedicated 
follower of Shakespeare is glad 
of tilings which help pass the 
time. And sometimes, they add 
clarity too. In the Royal Shake- 
speare Company's Lear. Robert 
Stephens' job was made a little 
easier when the protagonists' 
allegiances were mapped out in. 
colour-coded costume. 

One was almost grateful for 
all that Dolby sound in 
Branagh s Hamlet. The ghost of 
his father can bellow, “Swear, 
swear, swear", in the ribcage- 
jarring Sensurround which 
accompanies intergalactic con- 
flict in Hollywood offerings. 
And if Branagh's Hamlet had 
resonances of Olivier's Prince 
and the Showgirl, well, if we’re 
to have the full text we might 
as well have some pecs too. All 
disLraciionswere welcome. 

The bigger effects are not 
confined to film: the RSC’s 
Lear had the planet earth split 
with the awfulness of family 
strife, and it was drenched in 
the quantities of light you 
mostly see in rock concerts or 
in the more unnerving kind of 
modem restaurant. Half the 


audience at Stratford can't fol- 
low the words, so it is only fair 
to give them some other thrills, 
and an English-speaker can 
quite enjoy them too. 

There is nothing wrong with 
mucking about with the look of 
Shakespeare. Actors have to be 
dressed in something or other, 
and they have to stand in front 
of some sort of scenery. Cur- 
rently, productions tend to 
transmute into the fief do ms of 
dictators. This month, the Hay- 
market, Leicester's Lear and 
Richmond Theatre's Hamlet 
took advantage of the cheap- 
ness of ex-Army greatcoats and 
charity shop evening wear. 
They drew on Kafka and 
Orwell to give us a vaguely East 
European nihilism. Granted 
that medieval history was 
mostly about “domestics" and 
the troubles absolute rulers 
faced from their barons, dicta- 
tors and gangleaders make a 
perfectly good simulacrum. A 
fine coffee table book, Shake- 
speare In Performance {Keith 
Parsons and Pamela Mason, 
Salamander Books), hauls 
together historical and near- 
historical representations of 
the plays, and points out that 
Donald Wolfit based his 1942 
Richard III on Hitler. Who 
wouldn’t have, then? ■ 

Ian McKellen (a good 
Dauphin in 1 967s Henry V) says 
that Shakespeare’s plays started 
by being staged anachronistic 
cafly, and thus liberated, went on 
to embellish Richard Eyre’s 
reading ol Richard III into some- 
thing which was not merely 
nearly modern and dictatorial, 
but piercingly English because it 
had hints of The Remains of the 
Day and its themes of a Mosley- 
ite Britain. 

More wonyinglv, McKellen 
seems to believe that the mod- 
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era age can at last see Richard 
IB as a man more sinned against 
than aiming; people had always 
been horrible to’ Mm, partly 
because of his deformity, so be 
became beasdy.The Elizabethan 
mind felt free to hate deformity 
in its own right and we need to 
move on a bit from that But 
equally, we find in Shakespeare 
a mind so good that the centuries 
add little to his insight and any- 
way we can assert that this is a 
body of work so respectable no 
political correctness can censor 
our discussion of iL 
There are limits, as we saw on 
television last weekend. Debo- 
rah Warner’s direction of Fiona 
Shaw in Richard II produced 
something fhrilling and gor- 
geous, but finally a little pan- 


barons in the throne room 
seems a tad improbable. Shake- 
speare doesn't get near to hint- 
ing iL According to Nigel Saul, 
in a biography to be published 
next month in the revived Yale 
English Monarchs series, 
Shakespeare got Richard II 
more near to life than we might 
expect. This king may or may 
not have been queer, out he was 
a stickler for formalities, in 
public anyway. 

Still, our recent crop of 
Shakespeare adventures re- 
mains more vigorous than silly, 


and Shakespeare’s texts chew 
up psychobabble and spit it 
out -So it is good fun to spot 
someone like Al Pfccxoo -doing 
a Richard Uf which revels in 
depravity with little apology 
from character or actor. This 
is a Richard in which God is 
invited to stand up for bastanis. 
Patino follows Olivier's .1955 
rendition in seeing the himeh- 
back as a bit of a laugh. Perhaps 
it took a short Italian to see an 
English monarch as an over- 
achieving Mafioso. Above all, 
he did service by showing a 
movie audience that violence 
doesn’t have to be mindless. 

N or do larger political 
sensitivities matter. 
Branagb’5 Henry V t said 
to be anti-war, is actually plain 
intelligent But it doesn't mat- 
ter, either, that Olivier's 
wartime Henry k' was xenopho- 
bic . Shakespeare wrote Tudor 
propaganda; a nation fighting 
for us life is always up for a bit 
of cheering on. 

Whatever the verdict on old 
performances, we will always, 
have the evidence. Every gen- 
eration from now on will not 
only have the timelessness of 
the text, buL in video and cel- 
luloid aspic, every production 
style from the Second World 
War on. 


The does have its drajrtjacts. 
We may fbrget the vahie.ofthe 

s^Us it denumdsand 1 rewards. 
Amongst- ‘ contemporaries, 
Branagh standsput, at least for 
now. He Has been our Olivier: 
as actor-manager he almost 
invented the modem Shake- 
speare mass audi£bcie,'His act- 
ing, like Oliviers, is varied but 
quite limited. He looks great 'in 
tights. He can say the verse and 
gets way beyond craftsmanKke 
emoting, but even more than 
Olivier, his amiability robs him 
of darkness. But it Is Ipvely to" 
see the hammy^ actoriy tradi- 
tion alive and wefl in him. . 

There is, even on.fihn, a lot 
to be said for stagmess: Pacino 
was a jay because his was not 
merely a New York “Method” 
performance, but his film Is a 
“Method” portrayal of an actor 
discovering the part. .Pacino 
had done Richard] Til on the 
stage long befo re the fibre his 
naive excitement at exegesis is 
disingenuous but charmiqg-.lt 
is also camp, in its way. ' 

Lear, though not attempted 
by many actors, utterly sinks 
surprisingly few of therm 
But most more or less fad: 
Robert Stephens was-a cheer- 
ful dried-out drunk and 
Michael Hordern seemed to 
have early onset Mind you. 


. Hordern was performing in a 
' BBC Shakespeare cj«de of the 
'^Seventies and Eighties, -which 
'.seemed cttrionsly duff coha'd- 
■ ering itwas the o^pringof the 
. Peter HaH-John Barton Shake- 
' speare revolutioiioftiie Sixties. 

- But On casse tte and video, 
we can all 'have the ultimate 
Lear of our time: Paid 
ScofidcTs. 'Though Scofield’s 
va ice -sometimes carries a 
hmt of the Dalek, it had - and 
has - great power, and the 

- occasional squeak winch con- 
veys imperiousness swerving 
Off into querulousness in just 
the right way.' 

Peter BrwA, the director of 

- fliisLear's.several.oulings (The 
Aldwych in 1962, andiotap^ 
;1965, and fihn 1970),£sthe epit- 
ome ofthepost-Beatle theatre, 

- .but demonstrates also the evo- 
. lution of Shakespearean style. 

. J.ames Shaw, at Stratford’s 

- Shakespeare Centre, pomts out 
- , thatBrc«Acuthis teeth bn bold 

pxxxlnctionsdfTa^^ 

' and The Tempest with the tikes 
of Olivier and Vivien Leigh 
from the Forties onward. 

Hamlet , however, sinks most 
actors. It requires an ability to 
convey physirality and playful- 
: ness, introspection' and mad- 
ness. Mostly, ifs the Adrian 
Mole in him that 'comes out 
Derek Jaoobi is getting better 


and better in butch parts, but 
for the'BB(Ts effort seemed 
weak: Mel Gibsoo never got 
dose. Oliver's gloomy prince 
seemed narcissistic. The more 
you see the others, the more 
you treasure Branagh's effort. 

Best of all were Michael 
Maloney’s bits of Hamlet in 
Branagh's lovely In the Bleak 
Midwinter (tike. Pacino's outing, 
an exploration of actorlinc^ 
■and the Play). On stage at tcSr 
Richmond, however, Maloney 
scampered and scarpered too 
mud) and was a bit too winning. 

• . J B Priestley observed that 
Shakespeare certainly liked box 
office success. It's a safe bet he 
wouldn’t mind whether Romeo 
and Juliet was set in New York 
or LA, just so long as it was 
staged at all. 

As for Lear, we will admire 
it wheth Grit’s set in an old folks 
home (as was at the Haymar- 
ket,, Leicester) or outer space. 
And the odd thing is how any- 
one . English is especially 
allowed to be proud of Shake- 
speare. Every generation has 
snared that curious sense of 
ownership: when we perform 
.or watch- him, we are partici- 
pating iff his work of inventing 
EnglisKness. 

Romeo -f Juliet review, The 
%bt«& page 4 . 


t 



Y esterday I brought you 
extracts from an 
amazing High Court 
case in which the judge, both 
counsel and the defendant 
are ALL masons. Not only 
that, but the defendant, who 
is charged with attempted 
murder, is a real mason, ie 
a stonemason. My local 
Masonic Lodge has implored 
me not to reveal any more 
secrets of the Grand Order, 

but their bribe was not nearly 
large enougfi to tempi me, so 
/ am bringing you more of this 
sensational case today. 

Judge: Just a moment, just 
a moment, Mr Minghella. 
Are you hying to say that 
you are a proper mason and 
we are not? 

Defendant: I certainly am. 
You call yourselves Masons. 
lam a mason. Take the Elks 
and Buffaloes. The Elks and 
the Buffaloes call themselves 
elks and buffaloes, but that 
does not make them elks 
and buffaloes. 

Judge: It's not really as easy 
as that, is it? 1 mean, you 
could say that it was a matter 
of cognition. 

Defendant: Cognition? 

Thai’s not a real word. That’s 


the kind of word they use on 
Metvyn Bragg’s Start The 
Weekl 

Judge: Bear with me a 
moment. Does an elk know 
he is an elk? No. He has no 
concept of elkness. “Elk” is 
simply a term applied to him 
by humans for their own use. 
But a member of the order 
of the Elks know that he is 
an Elk. From that point of 
view the man is an Elk but ' 
the annu al is not an elk. 
Defendant: That’s quite 
clever. 

Judge: You don’t get to be a 
judge by being stupid. 
Defendant: No. You get to be 
a judge by being a Mason. 
Judge: There are a great 
many Masons who are not 
judges. 

Defendant That is 
statistically irrelevant. 

Judge: Well spotted. 
Incidentally, would you like 
to hear a Masonic joke ? 
Defendant: Do I have any 
choice ? 

Judge: No. Here it is. Which 
West End shopkeeper was 
not a Mason ? 

Defendant: I don't know. 
Which West End shopkeeper 
was not a Mason? 

Judge: Fortnum! 



Miles 

Kington 

Defendant: That’s not very 
funny. 

Jndgsltisifyoiiarea 
Mason. We oil stick" together, 
you know. And that includes 
laughing at each other’s 
.jokes. 

Defendant: Not true. 

Judge: How do yon mean, 
not true? . 

Defendant: We were. told at 
school that the most famous 
Mason of all was Mozart 
Judge: Yes... 

Defendant: We were also 
told that Mozart could never 
get a proper job, was never 


decently paid and TieVer even . 
gotaproper funeraL If that - 
is haw the Masons look, after ■? 
their own when they aije 
fiunous, God help .the otter ; - 
who have no talent at all^_; 
Prosecution:' MTLud, . • - 
fascinating though affthis V 
is, might I beg you to return 
to the . trial m hand? Mr ..l'. 
Minghella is accused of : ' 
attempted murder— ' 

Judge: Absolutely right 
Sony. Canyon. 

Prosecution; MrMmgfcella, ■■>' 
on IT July last year you were •' 
standing on a bridge over the 
M2 motorway. - ■ ■■■;-. \ 

Defendant: That is triie. . 
Prosecution: From that . '- 

bridgeyou dropped alaree 

; Mock'bf stone whki by a ’ 
miracle did not hit a car; 

; J^adant Iiwasiota 
muade. It was simply die to 
the feet that there was no’ car " 
underneath..; ; , t - 

On the bfopkof 
stond were carved 7 this wards: 

: ^OU.SHALJLNar^ ;■ 

KJLIT. Is that Correct? * • 
Defendant: No. It was ‘shalt* ’ 
Thou shall not Mil' 


l mil Itito youthat,that ytS 
.the act of a religions mania i-* - 
wlib’ had a grudge against car ^' 


fraffic add was attempting to 
gapin g motorist to 

Defexuhuiti I put It to you 
thatyrmare talking through 
yourhat ; 

Judge: It . is quite posable of 
courffi fti& bfe liad not paid 
his dues:' “■ ■■■*' ; • - - 

Prosecution; . Who. ray Lord? 
Jud^s MozarL-lf Mozart 
vras behind Withhis subs, anrf 
bis raembeiship had lapsed, 
it would explain why nobody 
helped him with his funeral. 
Prosecu^' MtyLnrd! With 
respect, w iifcjiying to hear 
® case of attempted murder ■ 
here. . 

judge; Axe we? How 
exttog. WhoTSthe culprit? . 
ProsecntKHK Xhis man here, ' 
At leastTsaj^itis this man' 
here .My colleague says it ■ • 
.jsa’LWteihought we would 

talk abtrat it for a while and 
thenjhose 12people over 
there dwdff dedde which one 
qf uswX»F^L» 


haphazard procedure to me, 
butiffftBtS-.how you want to 
do it'sfineby nfe-Coun 
amounted]-'' ■; ; 

cartoedr me aatemait: 
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the commentators 



How long shall 
we avoid the 



Q n;ibesday J was agair, 
rebuked by the Prime 
Minister for raising the 
issue of immigration at this 
.election! John Major said: 

“Wbatl.am not prepared to 
see js thisisrae raised as a par- 
tisan political fesue becaiisewe 
have seen the mast immense 
improvement? in racerelations 
in tKisixmiitiy.” 

There is jmw do miscmder- 
St^din^ When i raked this at 
Priah&S&insfer’s Questions on 
4 Maith;.I thought Mr Major 
, mi^3l hptfcave heard my ques- 
' fion-> a ga ins t the- row of the 
‘Labour batches living to shout 
■ mMlay^NQWjwe who wish to 
-save bur constituents - yes all 
of drag; black, white and Asian 
snikerplain ourselves. 

' An flection issue is anything 
that isbf-interest to a signifi- 
cant group of people who 
1 demand to show what the atti- 
tude of the candidates will be. 

; -There-may be ■considerable 
regional variations. In Hunt- 
ingdon; Mr Major's seat, they 
have ap-ethnic population of 
22 per ’tent ami. I dare say 
inundation is not a veiy big- 
issue there. On the other hand 
the recent fall in wheat prices 
may be. A farmer might say to 
himselfjlhat farming is an 
industry subsidised and dis- 
torted. by interference from 
Westminster and the EU. 

The fanner wants to hear the 
Conservative candidate’s view. 

Would Mr Major say: “Oh 
1 cannot discuss the details 
of wheat prices and I do not 
wish it to be a partisan politi- 
cal issue.” 

What is a political issue, 
whether partisan or not, is 
decided vt a General . Election by the elec- 
torate^. It js_ true that while the House of 
Commpnsi is sitting there is often agreement 
hetwtamihe whips’ offices (where Mr Major 
rcceree&mnch of his training) to exdude dis- 
cusskxn. of embarrassing topics. For instance, 
from 199Q-to 1992 there was no great discus- 
sion about the alternatives to the exchange rate 
mechanism. Indeed the great and good told us 
thaL there was no alternative, and to advocate 
a floating pound, which in those days would 



Nicholas 
- Budgen 

T used to 
ask Willie 
Whitdaw 
howhe 
would feel 
i£over 
25 years, 
Winchester 
became a 
90 per cent 
Asian 
school’ 


have been transformed by 
immigration. In the West Mid- 
lands, the ethnic population is 
11.5 percent. But that figure is 
not spread evenly over the 
county. In Birmingham's Lady- 
wood constituency, the ethnic 
minority is 42 per cent. Three 
constituencies here have ethnic 
minorities over 30 per cent, and 
many West Midlanders feel 
themselves to be strangers in 
their own pubs, schools and 
streets. 

It does not take a great effort 
of imagination to understand 
the problems of this transfor- 
mation. Between .1974 and 
1979, 1 spent a lot of lime try- 
ing to persuade Willie 
Whitelaw, then shadow Home 
Secretary, that something had 
to be done to reduce immigra- 
tion. Brave and loyal though he 
was and is, he hated being 
falsely accused of racism. 

1 used to ask Willie how he 
would feci if, over 25 years, 
Winchester became a 90 per 
cent Asian school? Or how he 
would fee] if in 10 years Trinity 
College Cambridge became an 
80 per cent West Indian col- 
lege? Or again what if over 20 
years be found that the mem- 
bers of Whites Gub spoke 
mainly Punjabi? Wouldn't you 
feel a little uneasy and a 
stranger in your own haunts? 

This discussion may be 
embarrassing But to prevent it 
is a denial of a constitutional 
decisions. We trust the jury to 
decide the most delicate and 
even inflamma tory issues in a 
criminal trial In the same way 
at an election we trust the 
people to consider the most 
difficult and sensitive issues. 
We believe in the balance and good sense of 
the British. We know that the people trill con- 
demn those who take advantage of any minor- 
ity. Most of all we believe in the importance 
of discussion. 

Finally, 1 defend myself from accusations of 
racism and desperate opportunism. I do not 
know what is meant by racist. To point out that 
there are racial differences is not to advocate 
hatred, or violence against a minority. As to 
opportunism, l can only say I have argued 
about . immigration at every election since 


uwer pound, was to sen Britain about , immigration 
short, Between 196a and 1970 the great, pofr. |974,T^ has.peen iiry duiy, to’ discuss an issue, 
the discussion of trhmigratibh",' which’concems basi " ‘ ’ 

n j: is i ■ ,1 


ties prevented 

in Parliament. Parliament’s cowardice and 
embarrassment encouraged exira-pajiiainen- 
taiy action in the shape of both National Rent 
activity and riots. 

Once an election is called, the people 
decide the issues. In a free society with a free 
press they deride by exerting the power of the 
market place. They buy and read those news- 
papers which report what interests them, 
i^litically correct editors may be appalled but 
editors discuss immigration because they want 
to feed their wives and children and they do 
so by selling more newspapers. 

Why is immigration an election issue? 
Because the lives of many people in the indus- 
trial areas and elsewhere over the last 25 years 


basically the SO per cent while 
population and the 20 per cent Asian and black 
population of my constituency. It is ironic that 
this year many Asians have been emerging as 
the champions of strict control of immigration. 
Perhaps that is opportunism! 

We Tbries have nothing to be ashamed of 
in discussing immigration. By refusing to dis- 
cuss it the leaders of the great parties fuel 
resentment and fear. We remember that even 
under the Tbries immigration is running at 
about 60,000 a year. Would Labour’s shadow 
Home Secretary Jack Straw be good enough 
to say how much more immigration would 
result from his proposed relaxation of the 
rules? Private promises and the denial of 
debate can only encourage tension. 



Rough justice 
the court jesters 


u 


I was confused as Lo 
whether 1 could 
say guilty or not 
guilty,” explained 
Bonnie Scoot, one 
of the jurors jailed for 30 days for 
contempt of court after they 
allegedly “wilfully refused" to 
reach a verdict. 

Ms Schot got out of jail after 
one night in Holloway but the 
jury system is once again in the 
dock. After all no crunmai. but 
any fool can be a juror. If Ms 
Schot was as confused as she sa>s 
she was over this complex case, 
can we really rely on 12 jurors lo 
be able lo reach a true verdict 
according to the evidence as 
they are sworn in to do? 

Juries have been in existence 
since the twelfth century to 
deride the facts in a case proved 
by the evidence presented by the 
court and to judge their peers 
(“who will understand", in the 
famous words of 7066 and all 
that ). 

This may have been fine in the 
twelfth century when legal 
processes were fairly informal, 
but now the increasing com- 
plexity of cases is making it 
more and more difficult for 
juries. The American poet 
Robert Frost summed up the 
jury as “twelve persons chosen to 
decide who has the better 
lawyer.” 

Last month the Narey report 
produced recommendations, 
which are supported by the Gov- 
ernment. to limit trial by jury. 
Removing the automatic right to 
jury trial in cases such as theft, 
handling stolen goods and some 
sexual offences would result in 
18,000 cases being heard by 
magistrates rather than in Crown 
Courts, saving millions of 
pounds. 

Bui the Labour Party has said 
Lhat. if elected, il will not support 
any changes to trial byiuiy. "If 
a police officer or an MP or even 
the Secretaiy of State' was 
charged with an offence of dis- 
honesty, would they not insist on 
being tried by a jury?" asked 
Jack Straw. “If that is the case, 
why should others be denied this 
right of dectiou?” 

A police officerbr an MP may 
well insist on a jury but as a for- 
mer juror myself I would be 
highly alarmed at my fete being 
in the hands of my peers. 

I served on two juries last year. 
At the end of that time 1 left, 
convinced that unless jurors 
were given crash courses in law 
then the justice system would be 
better off without them. 

These were not complex fraud 
trials like the Maxwell trial. 
These was not even infamous 
libel cases involving awarding 
compensation (last year the then 
Master of the Rolls, Sir Thomas 
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After serving on two juries last year, 
I became convinced that the system 
would be better off without them 


Bingham, compared the situa- 
tion of a jury Irving to decide 
libel compensation as "the posi- 
tion of sheep loosed in an 
unfenced common, with no 
shepherd"). 

My experiences were of a 
rape case and an actual bodily 
harm case. But even in these 
relatively straightforward trials 
the depth of confusion was 
staggering. 

In the ABH case there was a 
fair amount of medical evidence. 
I thought there were several red 
herrings in the explanations of 
how the injuries had been 
caused. Others did dol None of 


us felt qualified to decide which 
was factually correct. 

Discussions in the canteen 
showed wide variations on what 
good character or reasonable 
doubt actually meant. For one 
person it had to be photographic 
evidence of Colonel MusLard in 
the libra o' with the lead piping; 
for another a shifty look pre- 
saged unassailable guilt. Outside 
the courtroom memories were 
confused as to who had said 
what and when. 

More than Hi years ago the 
RoskiU Committee report on 
fraud trials tried to measure 
memory, comprehension and 


concentration of the average 
fraud trial jury through simu- 
lated studies. It produced 
uncomfortable results. Sample 
jurors listened to u tape pre- 
pared from a transcript of a real 
trial. When tested afterwards, 
only four out of 53 had an ade- 
quate understanding of it. 

Lawyers themselves are firmly 
in favour of jury trials remaining. 
"The whole point usually in a 
trial is a person's honesty nr dis- 
honest)',” said Roger Ede of the 
Law Society. “It is an issue that 
ordinary members of the public 
are particularly well placed to 
deride." iBut what do lawyers 


know? They are forbidden to sit 
tin juries. I have! ) 

In any case, are you really 
being tried by 12 people from all 
different walks of life? No offi- 
cial research has taken place on 
juries in this country because ihe 
law prohibits il - although in 
1993 a national stud)' of more 
than 8.UUU jurors by Michael 
Zander. Professor of Law' ji the 
London School of Economies, 
showed that all social eludes 
were represented on juries in 
proportion to their numbers in 
the population. 

Bui last rear Lord Donuldsi ire 
the former Master or the Rolls, 
said that for complex trials juries 
do end up becoming composed 
of people special!) selected 
because they can devote months 
to jury service. "Inevitably they 
are- those who would not other- 
wise be more gainfully occupied 
and who have no pressing com- 
mit men ls in the period of the 
trial." he Miid. 

Privately many lawyers will 
admit that there is a prepon- 
derance of the unemployed, the 
retired and housewives while 
the middle classes will do their 
utmost to wriggle out of their 
two-week stint, which docs not 
require much effort - a hooked 
holiday, a hospital appointment, 
a child. 

The problem if you wish in 
reform the jury system is: what 
do you replace it with? Well, 
democracy won’t crumhle if 
magistrates lor juries with rele- 
vant expertise ) lake on more tri- 
als that arc currently judged by- 
juries. 

And if not, let us at feast have 
more research into how juries 
work. We have no idea whether 
then: is a class element in acquit- 
tals and convictions. We have no 
idea if they are working properly 
al all. 

In ihe meantime, lets make il 
more difficult for middle-class 
decoders - who praise jury ser- 
vice to the skies but wouldn't he 
caught dead on one - to get out 
nf il If they want it to be dermv- 
eratic. let them do their bit of 
public service. If they cnmplnin 
ahoul perverse juries, lei them sit 
on one. 

And if you feel that you can't 
be kithered. think about being 
in the dock yoursefl confronted 
hv 12 strangers. Remember the 
infamous case of the ouija board 
jurors who convicted an insur- 
ance broker of a double murder 
after four of them tamed to 
more unconventional means ul 
solving the case. 

Actually, in the retrial 
Stephen Young. 3ft. was found 
guilty again. Which. I suppose, 
could restore your faith in juries. 
Or. for that matter, in ouija 
boards. 


j o much speculation has 
I Down over the outcome of 
L the Great Telly Debate, it’s 
taring to think that the 
F ground rules haven’t yet 
been derided. A frenzy of cros&- 
party speculation is currently under 
way abouL who should take part, who 
should stand where, who should 
introduce it (Jonathan Dimbleby is 
the 1TV choice, and his big brother 
David the BBC’s nominee), who 
should speak first and for how long 
... The key. players in this battle of 
quasi-Rumanian protocol are Lord 
Holme for the Liberal Democrats 
(who must get his leader lo the 
podium or die in the attempt), 
Michael ( House of Cards) Dobbs for 
the Tbries and, masterminding Mr 
Blair's rhetorical display; Lord Deny 
Irving, who, as former pupD-master 
lo both Tony and Cherie Blair, is in, 
let us say, a slrongish position to 
take over from Lord Mackay in the 
Lord Chancellor s robes. 

Connoisseurs of debate will think 
of the great clashes of yore. Those 
of a classical disposition will sigh 
over the gladiatorial exchanges of 
Demosthenes and Aeschines. Those 
of a scient ificbent will think of 
Huxley vs Wilberforce when the 
great Darwinist and the pooh-' 
probing bishop scythed at: each, 
other over evolution and Ihe Book 
of Genesis. Fans of a more modern 
debating style will chortle at the 
lime when Mr Gyles Brandreth, 
later to become an MR stood on bis 
head at the Oxford Union despatch 
box, to prove ... well no one can 
remember whai he was trying to 
prove, but tm sure he managed iL 
And then there was the Lloyd 
Bcntsen vs Dan Quayle debate and 
its most famous interchange. The 
question going around the lobby at 
present is: who will say it? Tbriy 
Blair, in yesterday’s press 
conference about Labour's . 
manifesto, banged on about "giving 
a sense of purpose and direction 
back to Britain after six years of 
weak national leadership^ and ■ 
made h clear that, when it comes to- 
direction, he finds nothing wrong 
with what came before the "six 
years”. So. wiD it be Mr Major or Mr 
Blair who says to his opponent “I 
knew Margaret Thatcher. Margaret 


The boudoir of 
George II’s 
mistress is getting 
a Heritage 
makeover after 
230 years. It’s a 
long time to 
wait, Camilla 

john 

walsh 


Thatcher was a friend of mine. 
Senaror- you’re no Margaret 
Thatcher"? 

T he judge in the contempt-of- 
court case. Judge Anura 
Coo ray, dearly does not stand 
for any nonsense. One of the jurors 
whom he sent to prison for 30 days 
for wilfully refusing to reach a 
verdict claimed “It was a very . 
complicated case," and “I just didn't 
understand it”; but the judge sent 
her to the slammer anyway. I've 
heard iL said in legal quarters that 
ignorance is no defence; but I'd no 
idea that it was itself a criminal 
condition. There is. however, a 
darker tendency afoot here - the 
idea that a judge could bring the 
majesty of the law upon the heads of 
two innocent citizens. hecaure they 
failed to ha\ e an opinion. 

- It's a worrying, precedent. I can 
see m’Lud’s draconian ruling being 
followed by others; Nervous media 
commentators will be led away, 
asiien-feced, from-the Groucho 
Gub for wilfully failing to have an 



opinion about The English Patient. 
(" Tfs a very complicated plot,’ 
confessed the defendant, 
pathetically. ‘I just didn't 
understand it' Paramilitary 
SWAT teams will round up pockets 
of floating voters in Essex, while an 
underground cabal of “Don't 
Knows" will meet guiltily by 
candlelight to exchange exquisitely 
balanced views on Wood sports, 
housing and education and chant 
their accursed slogan, “Well there's 
something to be said for both 
sides.,." Small children who cannot 


decide if their favourite colour is 
blue or green will be handed into 
care (the so-called “turquoise 
option” will be deemed 
inadmissible). And all copies of 
Wittgenstein's Tractains Logico- 
Phiiosophicus will be rounded up. so 
that the last sentence of each copy 
(“Whereof we cannot speak, thereof 
we must be silent'’) can be ritually 
excised. 

Y ou think I exaggerate? I don't 
think so, as the children tend 
to say. You can find evidence 
everywhere lhat somebody 
somewhere will label it a 
transgression and try and attack for 
it. Over in KabuL the seriously 
fundamentalist Taliban militia - who 
last autumn banned women from 
being educated or employed, 
banned games and basically 
outlawed fun of any kind - are at it 
again. This rime it’s beards. Not only 
must you have one, it must be kept 
as long as possible, like the prophet 
Mohammed’s. The military 
authorities have just fired 84 civil 
servants for trimming their facial 
hair. They've even invented a bogus- 
sounding rule-of-thumb for deciding 
how long a beard should be. A Mr 
Muazin, of the wonyingly-named 
Department for Promoting Virtue 
and Preventing Vice, explains: "The 
beard must be long enough to come 
out of a clenched fist held at the 
base of the chin". Anyone whose 
whiskers fail to protrude beyond the 
fist will be kicked off the payroll. I 
expect itTl be penises next. 

And before you gel too Western- 
complacent about casual cruelties 
inflicted beyond reason, consider 
the fate of poor Francois- Jean Le 
Fefebvre. the French martyr whose 
statue is shortly to adorn the middle 
of Paris. Frangois-Jean met an 
unusually horrible end - his tongue 
was torn out, his hand chopped off, 
his head removed and the rest of 
him burnt. That should have taught 
his fellow blasphemers a lesson: but 
since his only crimes were “failing to 
remove his hat to a procession of 
Capuchin friars", mutilating a 
crucifix and hanging out with “a 
group of young people". Can we 

assume that it's a damned un-British 
thing? Wc like to think that any 


rude boy on our streets in 1766. 
from Bermondsey to Berwick-on- 
Twced. could have been guilty of 
such things without being 
decapitated, de-tongued and 
unhanded. But then one thinks of 
Fielding's hero Tom Jones (who was 
arraigned for murder for picking 
flowers on a Sunday), one thinks of 
Michael Howard and Mr Justice 
Cooray and one is not so sure. 

W hile we're in the 18th 

ccntuiy. I see that English 
Heritage is taning up the 
boudoir of one of the most 
celebrated of royal mistresses. It's at 
Marble Hill House, the Twickenham 
villa erected in the 1750s by 
Henrietta Howard. Countess of 
Suffolk, with a little present of 
£1 1.500 given her by King George 
II; apparently it was the going rale 
for services to the monarchical 
groin- Her ladyship commissioned 
from court designers all manner of 
gorgeous silk wall-hangings and 
damask drapes to adorn her 
chamber, where she lay. doubtless 
arrayed in attitudes of 
abandonment, on a four-poster 
(king-size, obviously) bed with - 
though 1 add this detail reluctantly - 
five mirrors. The result was so 
seductive that even the great 
Alexander Pope used to abandon his 
vitriolic satires of an afternoon to 
show his friends round Henrietta's 
new gaff. Now the Heritage people 
are restoring it to its former glory. 
They're borrowing a bed. "typical of 
the period", from the Victoria & 
Albert Museum, spending a cool 
£30.0(10 on re-upholstering it and in 
festooning the walls with silks. 

It all sounds delightful But 
should royal mistresses have to wait 
until 230 years after their death to 
get their living quarters done up? 1 
think we might take Henrietta's 
house as a benchmark and offer all 
future royal mistresses a few grand's 
worth of soft furnishings while 
they're still alive, provided they can 
produce documentary evidence of 
their time as court horizomale. Mis 
Parker Bowles. 1 suspect, is not the 
kind of woman lo turn her nose up 
at £30.00rt-worth of festoon curtains, 
a new Slutnberland mattress and a 
few spccLacuIar swags... 
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Collapse of 
Freemans 
sale stuns 
Sears 


Business news desk: tel 0171-293 2636 fax 0171-293 2098 
BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

Liam Strong's position as chief 
executive of Sears, the retail 
group, looked more vulnerable 
than ever last night after plans 
to sell its Freemans home shop- 
ping business received a serious 
setback. 

In the latest of a series of 
twists which have afflicted the 
sale process, N Brown, the 
Manchester-based mail order 
group; pulled out of exclusive 
negotiations to buy Freemans. 
It said that after its due dili- 
gence process it had felt “un- 
able to proceed”. 

Sears has now resuscitated 
talks with Uttlewoods, the orig- 
inal buyer which itself walked 
out on Sears earlier this month 
when it discovered that Sears 
was holding talks with other 
parties. 

With the Freemans sale fast 
becoming a fiasco, the City 
was yesterday questioning 
whether Mr Strong could sur- 
vive this latest embarrassment 
One analyst said: “This is par 
for the course with Sears. 
Whatever route Liam Strong 
chooses you feel there will be 
a mishap along the way.” 

Sears shares fell 1.5p to 
74_5p, their lowest point for al- 


Homes 
slump is 
over at 
last, says 
Barratt 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Barratt Britain's second largest 
housebuilder, said yesterday 
the seven-year housing reces- 
sion had come to an end but 
warned that recent forecasts for 
house price rises were 
"overblown". 

Sir Lawrie Barratt, the com- 
pany's founding chairman, said 
he expected prices to rise in line 
with earnings growth, but he 
acknowledged a return to the 
north/south divide of the 1980s 
with prices in London and the 
South-east rising much faster 
than in the rest of the country. 

Frank Eaton, Barrau’s chief 
executive, added that be ex- 
pected the return to health of 
the housing market to contin- 
ue regardless of which party 
won the election on May 1. 
"The policies regarding housing 
for both parties are very simi- 
lar. We believe the recent im- 
provement in the market is set 
to continue," he added. 

Barrau's comments on house 
prices followed a report earlier 
this week from the Economic 
and Social Research Council 
which concluded that house 
prices were being chased up 
partly by a fundamental flaw in 
the way surveyors value them as 
part of the sales process. 

Its research found that dis- 
closing the proposed selling 
price to valuers before they 
conducted a valuation signifi- 
cantly biased their decision. 
Valuations tended to “prove” 


most five years. Asked if they 
were now worth buying, John 
Richards, retail analyst at 
NatWest Securities, said: “No 
they are not You are better off 
buying a lottery ticket You’ve 
got more chance of winning.” 

The collapse of the N Brown 
deal will further frustrate Sears 
shareholders who have become 
alarmed at the Selfridges-to- 
British Shoe group's failure to 
take advantage of more benign 
retail conditions. 

It places Sears in a weaker 
bargaining position with Lit- 


£ Whatever 
route Liam 
Strong chooses 
you feel there 
will be a 
mishap^ 


tlewoods and will make it hard- 
er to achieve the original 
agreed price of £395m. 

It will also mean a delay to 
the deal as it will almost cer- 
tainly be referred to the Mo- 



£50m rise in 
Deutsche bill 
for MGAM 


Brave face: Uam Strong (above) has the strong pubic support of the Sears chairman. Sir Bob Reid Photograph: FT 


nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. Mr Strong is under 
pressure to complete the trans- 
action quickly as he has 
promised to return £410m to 
shareholders. 

Ironically the MMCset aside 
its original investigation into the 
Lit tlewoods- Free mans deal 
only yesterday following formal 
notification from Uttlewoods 
that the deal was ofiE 

The Office of Fair Trading 
will now look at the merger 
afresh before making a deci- 
sion. If the MMC refers the 
deal again, it could take up to 
three months before it reports 
its findings. 

N Brown would not reveal 
what it had discovered in its due 
diligence process that had scup- 
pered the deal. 

However, it is thought that 
Freemans* short-to-medium- 


terms earnings stream was not 
what the company had antici- 
pated. The two sides were then 
£40m-£50m apart in their val- 
uation. 

Mr Strong attempted to put 
a brave face on the latest em- 
barrassment. “Freemans has a 
high reputation in agency mafl 
order and enjoys a strong mar- 
ket position,” he said. 

"While we believe that con- 
solidation in the mad order 
market would be beneficial 
we are only interested in pur- 
suing opportunities that are in 
the best interests of the com- 
pany and enhance shareholder 
value.” 

Mr Strong's position at Seats 
has long been under threat 
and there have been regular re- 
ports that headhunters have 
been appointed to seek a re- 
placement 


But Mr Strong has enjoyed 
the very public support of the 
Sears chairman, Sir Bob Reid. 


£ You are 
better off 
buying a lottery 
ticket than 
shares in 
Sears 9 


Some institutional share- 
holders also feel that removing 
Mr Strong would serve little 
purpose. 

They say the group's dis- 
parate collection of businesses. 


which includes the Selfridges 
department store, the Wallis 
and Warehouse fashion chains 
and a raft of shoe shops such 
as Dolris, Shoe Express and Ca- 
ble & Co, is fundamentally 
flawed. 

Though Selfridges is regard- 
ed as a gem, the shoe compa- 
nies act as a drag on profits. 

N Brown’s shares returned 
from suspeosionyesterday and 
dosed lOp higher at 3873p. 

It is understood that the 
company did have bank fi- 
nance in place to fund the 
Freemans deal 

The group denied yesterday 
that some of its shareholders 
had been unhappy about the 
size of the Freemans deal, 
which would have transformed 
its share of the mail order mar- 
ket. 

Comment, page 25 


John WMcock 

Deutsche Bank revealed yes- 
terday that it took a £430m hit 
on its 1996 accounts due to the 
Pieter Young scandal at its 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement (MGAM) arm, some 
£50m more than previously in- 
dicated. 

When the scandal emerged 
the giant German bank, Eu- 
rope’s largest, minimised bad 
publicity by immediately agree- 
ing to compensate all clients of 
Mr Young’s funds last year. 

But itsuD awaits an imminent 
fine, expected to be over £lm, 
from the Investment Manage- 
ment Regulatory Organisation 
(Imro), foe industry regulator. 

Trading in three MGAM 
funds were suspended in Sep- 
tember following the discovery 
of irregularities in the valuations 
in some of foe uni! trusts man- 
aged by Mr Young. Deutsche re- 
sponded by making a record 
compensation offer, the bulk of 
which should be paid to in- 
vestors by April 

Mr Young was sacked by the 
firm and is under investigation 
by foe Serious Fraud Office 
(SFO). Mr Young has said he 
is not guilty of any criminal ac- 
tivity and that he is being made 
a scapegoat for internal failings. 

Deutsche also stepped in 
with a £180m cash injection to 
buy out the suspect securities 
and ensure foe funds could 
continue trading last September. 

Deutsche Bank's chairman 
HTlmar KoppeT announced foe 
bank’s annual results yesterday, 
including foe cost of foe Young 
saga: “At foe moment we have 


just made provisions. The final 0 
calculation of the cost has not 
been completed but we arc ex- 
pecting it to be DM1.1 tol-2bn." 

“The DML2bn [rise in extra- 
ordinary expenses] reflects foe 
precautions we took in con- 
nection with foe damages at 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement," he added. "Those are 
offset by profits from invest- 
ments of roughly the same 
amount" 

The bank enjoyed a 4.6 per 
cent increase in 1996 pro tax 
profit. Deutsche Bank shares 
rose 2.5 per cent as investors 
welcomed its forecast that earn- 
ings would rise in 1997, based 
on trading in foe first three 
months of the year. Deutsche 0 
Bank shares closed DM2.3 
higher at DM93.70 in Frankfurt 

Operating profit measured 
before the MGAM items, 
soared 38 per cent to DM5-8bn. 
Analysts had been expecting a 
hit from MGAM of around 
DMlbn. 

“Near term, foe outlook is 

positive because the breakdown 

on the figures Is a little better 
than expected," said Matthew 
Czepliewicz, an analyst at 
Salomoa Brothers in London. “7 
think you can also expect them 
to draw support from pending 
changes in the tax law." 

Georg Kanders, head of 
finance, banks and insurers at 
WestLB Research, said that 
Deutsche Bank’s DM1.2bn 
costs for Morgan Grenfell were 
“within our expectations. This i 
is a marketing strategy by 
Deutsche Bank to strengthen 
their investors’ faith. No one got 
hurt." 



Pound suites after American rate rise 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The pound surged yesterday in 
the aftermath of the first 
increase in US interest rates for 
two years. Investors expect that 
the strong economy will force 
rates up on this side the Atlantic 
too, although probably not until 
after foe election. 

Better-th an -expected trade 
figures and a very successful 
auction of gilt-edged stock 
yesterday also helped boost the 
pound against both the German 
mark and the dollar. 

During the day it passed the 
DM2.75 level for the first time 
In three weeks, ending about a 


pfennig higher at DM2.7497. 
Against foe dollar it gained 
just over half a cent to reach 
£1.6190. 

“It’s just a matter of time 
before foe UK has to put up 
rates after the Fed's move," said 
Jeremy Hawldns. chief eco- 
nomist at foe Bank of America. 

The Federal Reserve said it 
had decided to raise foe cost of 
borrowing by a quarter point “in 
light of persisting strength in 
demand, which is progressively 
increasing the risk of inflat- 
ionary imbalances”. 

This is exactly the reasoning 
behind the Bank of England's 
advice to increase UK base 
rates, which has been so far 


refused by the Chancellor, 
Kenneth Clarke. 

Hade figures yesterday 
showed little sign that the strong 
pound had affected the balance 
of payments in January. 

The whole world deficit in 
trade in goods narrowed from 
£825m in December to £64 lm, 
the best monthly figure for 
more than a year. 

However, the non-European 
Union deficit widened last 
month, to £554m from £339m 
in January. Economists saw 
this as a sign of the underlying 
deterioration in Britain’s trade 
position due to the strength of 
foe currency. 

“These figures are just 


flattering to deceive," said 
David Wilton, an economist at 
foe investment bank Goldman 
Sachs. 

City analysis warned that foe 
trade numbers would worsen as 
foe year progressed. 

There was evidence for this 
in the growth of underlying 
export and import volumes. In 
foe year to January, exports 
grew by 5.9 per cent and import 
volumes by 8 per cent Imports 
have picked up as exports have 
slowed. 

The improvement in the 
headline figures is most likely 
due to what economists call the 
"J -curve” effect - the fact that 
a strong pound reduces sterling 


import prices before the full 
effect on trade volumes feeds 
through. 

The Fed’s move was justified 
by figures yesterday showing 
another big jump in durable 
goods orders in the US last 
month. 

They increased by 1.5 per 
cent in February, following a 4.1 
per cent jump the previous 
month. Much of the rise cam*, 
in orders for electric* 
equipment. 

“The Fed may feel compelled 
to raise rates again at the 
FOMC meeting in late May or 
early July," warned Christo- 
pher Low of HSBC Markets in 
New York. 


Krupp to bear brunt of 
8,000 job cuts after merger 


Building confidence: Sir Lawrie Barratt expects t he marke t 
to improve further but warned about ‘overblown’ forecasts 


foe transaction price, with 70 
per cent of valuations matching 
the agreed price in order to en- 
sure deals went ahead. 

Barratt's optimism for the 
housing market followed a 30 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
for the six months to December 
to £24.8m. 

After an 8 per cent rise in 
earning? per share to 7p, foe in- 
terim dividend was increased by 
9 per cent to 3p. 

Barrett’s shares, which have 
recovered from a low of 36p 
during 1992 after foe company 
plunged into the red and called 
Sir lawrie back from retirement 
to restore its fortunes, dosed 3p 
higher yesterday at 265 _5p. 

During the period, Barratt 
completed 3362 houses, an in- 


crease of 12 per cent, and said 
it was well on track to meet its 
target of 11,000 houses a year 
by 2000. This year it expects to 
complete 7, TOO houses com- 
pared with last year’s 7,000. 

The sales were made at an av- 
erage selling price of £84,200, 
3 per cent higher than in foe 
comparable period, which Bar- 
ratt said reflected a greater 
proportion of houses sold in the 
South, where average prices 
were just over £100,000. 

Reservations since the be- 
ginning of foe year have been 
running 21 per cent ahead of 
last year, Barratt said, with ad- 
vance sales reservations and 
contracts currently amounting 
to over £200m. 

Investment Column, page 26 


A merger of the steel divisions 
of Krupp-Hoesch and Thyssen 
will cost 8,000 jobs but both 
German companies yesterday 
promised striking workers foal 
they would not impose any 
compulsory redundancies. 

Tnyssen said it would an- 
nounce details of the merger 
today after a compromise avert- 
ing a hostile takeover bid 
launched by Krupp last week. 

“Workforce reductions will 
definitely be carried out with 
social compensation,” said 
Hans- Wilhelm Grasshoff, chair- 
man of steel unit Krupp Hoesch 
Stahl. “We rule out any forced 
lay-ofls under this steel plan." 

Ekkehard Schulz, chairman 
of Thyssen Stahl which will 
take a 60 per cent stake in, and 
industrial control of, foe new 
company, also said he did not 
plan compulsory redundancies 
and added that the brunt of the 
job cuts would hit Krupp. 

“We will not sign foe merger 


contract if one thing is not 
guaranteed by Krupp Hoesch by 
tonight,” Mr Schulz said as be 
sought to assure a workforce 
foal has protested for a week 
throughout the Ruhr Valley. 

“The costs that arise by rul- 
ing out forced lay-offs must not 
be borne by the new company 
or by Thyssen," he added, a 
clear indication that Thyssen 
would seek to make Krupp pay 
for its unwanted takeover bid. 

Half of the planned job re- 
ductions have already been 
agreed in areas where foe two 
firms already co-operate. The 
additional 4,000 job cuts would 
largely hit Krupp Hoesch’s 
Dortmund steel works. 

The merger would take four 
years to complete and create 
a producer with an annual ca- 
pacity of 15 million tonnes of 
crude steel putting h third in 
Europe behind British Steel 
and France's Usinor-SariJor. It 
would become Europe’s biggest 


maker of flat steel products, 
whose key customers are 
Europe’s car makers. 

The new company, to be 
named Ruhrstahi, will have a 
workforce of around 18.000, 
compared with a combined to- 
tal of 26,000 now. It will trans- 
form Thyssen ’s Duisburg steel 
works into one of foe world’s 
biggest and most modern inte- 
grated mills, while Krupp 
Hoesch becomes more of an ex- 
tended workbench for the new 
firm. 

Wolfgang Clement, econom- 
ics minister in the state of 
North Rhine-Westphalia where 
Krupp and Thyssen are based, 
said he expected a memoran- 
dum of understanding on foe 
merger to be signed soon. 

Mr Clement, who intervened 
to stave off Krupp’s DM13.6bn 
(£8.1 bn) cash bid for Thyssen. 
said the two companies would 
invest up to DMlbn in Krupp’s 
Dortmund steel works. 
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Lord MacLaurin takes on the jeans machine 


COMMENT 


‘Levi's is rattled. Its 
stylised advertising 
has persuaded 
generations of 
teenagers to pay top- 
dollar for an image as 
much, as an item of 
clothing.. Price 
competition could 
bring the cosy set-up 
crashing down' 


1 


Tt was only a matter of time before a supcr- 
Jjnaiket began selling that ultimate icon of 
. classless, late 20th century fashion, Levi 501 
jeans. It was inevitable that the chain in ques- 
tion should be Lord MacLaurin 's Tosco, the 
^end^etter in so much of the retail revolution 
that has blown through the high street. It goes 
without saying that hefty price cuts would be 
involved. And it was utterly predictable that 
Levi Strauss & Co would cry foul. 

Its jeans, as they say, are shrank to fit, but 
not on to supermarket shelves alongside the 
loo rolls and dried pasta. Where are the staff 
trained in the art of selling “jeanswcaj’’? 
Where is the groovy music? And where, 
more to the point, are the margins? Levi's 
has no desire to set retail prices, no siree. 
but if everyone goes around knocking £25 
off the price of its best stonewashed denims 
then where will it all end? 

It should prove an interesting battle. The 
supermarkets have successfully targeted 
books, over-the-counter medicines, petrol 
and compact -discs. You can bank with 
them, you can buy on credit with them and, 
if your taste in shopping runs to the Co-op, 
you can literally go from the cradle to the 
grave with them. 

But Levi jeans are different As the 
discount supermarkets discovered a couple 
of years back when they tried to sell posh 
perfumes at half price, hell bath no fury like 
the fragrance house that sees its brand being 
devalued. 

leans, however, are different, or at least 


they ought to be. and Levi's defences could 
prove shaky. If it lakes a diploma in "jean- 
swear' to sell a pair of 501s then why can 
they be bought by catalogue? The answer is 
because Lit Ue woods and Freemans charge 
£54.99 for a pair of mail order 5UJs com- 
pared with the £52 charged at the official 
Levi's Store in Regent Street. 

Tesco is now proposing to knock them out 
for £30 a throw and stiU make a £5 profit. 
It would like Co sell a range of styles at dif- 
ferent prices - another of' Levi's pre-condi- 
tions. But the only consignment it has so far 
been able to get its hands on is a shipment 
of 45.1X10 pairs of stonewashed red. Hack and 
yellow, button-up fly, 501s from a supplier 
in Mexico. 

You can see why Levi’s is rattled. Us 
stylised advertising has persuaded genera- 
tions of teenagers to pay top-doUar for an 
image as much as an item of clothing. Levi 
Strauss has lived high on the hog but price 
competition could bring Ihe whole cosy set- 
up crashing down. A nation of parents will 
be cheering Lord MacLaurin on from the 
sidelines. 


Strong is selling from 
a weak position 


T his time it is curtains for Liam Strong. 

Definitely maybe. The chief executive of 
Sears has survived so many close shaves that 
if he is finally pushed out of the stores group 


he would surely gei a job with Victor Riara. 

Can Mr Strong survive the latest setback, 
the collapse of his plans to sell Sears' mat! 
order business Freemans to Sir David 
Alliance's N Brown group? 

Logically, the answer ought to he no. He 
originally planned to sell the business to Lii- 
tlewoods but when Li tile woods discovered 
he was also negotiating with N Brown it 
pulled out in disgust. 

Now Mr Strung is hack in talks again with, 
er. Littlewoods. The negotiations are 
described as "exclusive”, a redundant phrase 
since Litllevvoods is now the only buyer in 
town. 

Given that it is a buyer's market, it is hard 
to see how Mr Strong can persuade Lillle- 
I woods to part with die 11395m it had origi- 
nally offered to pay for the business hack in 
January. He could of course walk away if the 
price is too low. but that would mean tear- 
ing up his plans to hand the proceeds back 
to shareholders. 

He could strike a deal at u lower price. But 
even if he agrees to that, the sale will almost 
certainly head straight for the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. Depending on 
what conditions were imposed, the MMC 
could either force the price down still 
further or prove a show stopper altogether. 

.After the fiasco of Scars' abortive sale of 
its shoe shops to Stephen Hinchliffe. Mr 
Strong cannot afford another failure. There 
was plenty of bluster on offer yesterday. 
Perhaps Lmlewoods will cough up after all. 


Perhaps the shoe business will recover. 
Perhaps the moon is made of green cheese. 

If there is u grain of consolation, it is the 
fact that Sears has lost the capacity to dis- 
appoint - hence the indifferent reaction in 
the share price. 

But Mr Strong is running out of room. He 
has a dwindling band of supporters in the 
City hut even they must surdv he losing 
patience. 


Final whistle blown 
on City’s latest fad 


A s excuses for not floating go. the absence 
of full-time paid executives is as spuri- 
ous as they come. That, however, was the 
official line at Sheffield Wednesday yes- 
terday - it was the newest reason for staying 
private from what claims to he the country's 
oldest club. 

What the spin from Hillsborough was stu- 
diously avoiding was an admission that the 
cold shoulder given to Charlton Athletic last 
week - its shares collapsed from the 8Up 
offer price to 5o.5p at one point on the first 
day's dealings - had blown the final whistle 
on soccer's flirtation with the City. 

Football’s flotation frenzy has followed a 
similar pattern to a string of new issue fads 
in recent years. Improving fundamentals - 
in this case rising attendances and a game 
awash in TV cash - paved the way for early 
successes, tempting others to follow suit and 


all the time reducing the quality of the com- 
panies nn offer until investors finally 
baulked. 

La%i year it was hoteliers who caught the 
stock market hug with high-quality offerings 
like Millennium & Copt home beating a path 
for less, hluc-ehip peers like Thistle and 
Jarvis in follow. By the lime investors start- 
ing running their slide rules over little Prin- 
cipal Hutcls. share prices were dipping 
below their issue prices and the float was 
pulled. 

The previous year belonged to the Inter- 
net when the dramatic success of Netscape's 
flotation - dealings were expected to start 
at SI 3. instead they hit S50- meant anything 
with the words Net. Web. information or 
superhighway in the prospectus could, fora 
short period, earn a favourable hearing. 
Three years ago the construction sector nxlc 
that industry 's false dawn hut within weeks 
ran nut of sicam. 

In any industry there arc only a limited 
number of companies with the qualities to 
make them standout as an investment from 
their peers. In football, however, the short- 
age is unusually acute. Even in the .slock 
market's sillier moments, no one would pre- 
tend Charlton's and Manchester United's 
brand strength, quality uf earnings and 
growth potential are remotely comparable. 
The Blades realised the game was up for 
them lor now. even though they couldn't 
quite bring themselves to express it in quite 
Lhose terms. 


Taxpayers foot 
‘£5bn bill’ for rail 


Rail privatisation - was it worth it? 


privatisation 


Michael Harrison 


Utl 


Rail privatisation has cost the 
taxpayer a net £5bn, according 
to an independent study of the 
break-up of the industry to be 
published today. ■ 

The study, by a rail econom- 
ics consultancy, lays most of the 
blame for the huge bill on the 
way the industry was divided up 
into nearly 100 separate busi- 
nesses on privatisation. 

It says that although rail pri- 
vatisation has raised or saved 
£1 33bn.' the total costs of the pro- 
gramme amount to more than 
£18bn when sweeteners to private • 
operators and Administration 
costs' are taken into account. 


The study, the first attempt 
to assess the financial impact of 
rail privatisation, says the Gov- 
ernment raised £4.5bn in sale 
proceeds and has saved a fur- 
ther £6bn by cutting subsidies 
(o private train operators. 

However, these savings are 
dwarfed by the extra £7bn cost 


of running the privatised in- 
5fi 


dustry because of its increased 
complexity, debt write-offs, the 
undervaluation of Railtrack 
and one-off transitional costs 
and sweeteners. 

Dr Nigel Harris of the Rail- 
way Consultancy, the author of 
the report; said: *The results in- ■ 
dicaie that whatever other ben- 
efits there may be from a 


privatisation process, t he 
financial impact has been neg- 
ative. Privatising BR in the 
manner chosen by the Gov- 
ernment has cost nearly £5 bn. 
Whatever the exploits' of the 
new operators, it seems very im- 
probable that benefits wifi be 
found which exceed these 
costs.** 

The figures in the study are 
based mainly on written par- 
liamentary answers, select com- 
mittee reports and estimates bv 
the City. 

According to the study Iota! 


^ Costs 

. £m 

Receipts 

£m 

One-off transactional costs . 

' 1.200 ' 

Sate proceeds 

4.455 

. . Loss on sale of Railtrack ' • 

Z400 

■Franchise savings 

5.985 

:■ Raittrack sweeteners 

1.069 

Tax revenues 

1.184- 

Sweeteners fs freight businesses 

575 

Revenue gained from new investment 

'• 159 • 

Debt write-offs 

• 1.229 

Asset replacement adjustment 

1.712 . 

Revotue lost from delayed investment 

• 425 



• Miscetlaneoos costs. • - 

- 80 


" 

■ “ AtkfittonaJ. costs 43t running network 

7.104 



Regulatory . costs • 

- 171 


• - '• : 

Access charge adjudment 

1.160 



' : BReffefericy sating at 3% ja_ 

: r-1,952 • 



- Expected economic unprovement 

.684 . 



. TOTAL - . : 

'18,049 

TOTAL 

13,495 ~ 

- "■ mtosT: • . • . • 

£4,554 SoimElJif Pnntertwoi fii^tjyDrMgdG Harris Bid EmsslGodwffllj 


grant paid to the railway^ in- 


dustry rose to around £jdu m 
each of the two years before pri- 
vatisation. The most recent fig- 


ures from the Office of Pas- 
senger Rail Franchising show 
that total subsidies in the com- 
ing financial vear will be 
£l.$4bn. 

The study puts the cost of 
preparing the industry for pri- 
vatisation. including City advi- 
sors fees and redundancy 
charges, at £1.2bn. U also esti- 
mates thaL the £1.9bn sale of 
Railirack shortchanged the tax- 
payer by as much as £14bn 
based oh the book value of the 
company at ihc time. 

However, the study says the 
biggest costs of privatisation - 


pul at £7.1 bn - are the "inter- 
face costs" that result from 96 
separate train operators, leas- 
ing companies, suppliers, in- 
frastructure companies and 
engineering and maintenance 
units haring to deal with one 
another. The Commons Trans- 
port Select Committee esti- 
mated these costs at £850m a 
year, says the study. 

The figures used by Dr Har- 
ris also include the £1.3bn of 
debt in the industry written off 
hy the Government and the as- 
sumed financial benefits that 
were lost through delays in 


upgrading the network while 
privatisation was being pushed 
through. 

Some of the figures and as- 
sumptions used in the study 
have been challenged by the 
Government. For instance, it 
argues that the real value of 
Railtrack was not its book 
value but the price investors 
were prepared to pay. 


The figures produced by Dr 
is do 


Harris do not include esti- 
mates of the wider economic, 
benefits that could flow from 
privatisation such as shorter 
journey times. 


Greenbury has 
had ‘little impact’ 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Just 10 per cent of companies 
have changed their policy on di- 
rectors' employment contracts 
since the 1995 Greenbury rep in 
on executive pay. the share- 
holder advisory consultants. 
Pirc. claimed yesterday. 

In its response to consultation 
by the Hampel Committee on 
corporate governance, the suc- 
cessor to the Cadbury Com- 
mittee headed by ICI chairman 
Sir Ronnie Hampel. Pirc argued 
investors had been baffled h\ a 
“blizzardolsraristics" following 
the Greenbury codes call Inr 
business to publish more in- 
formation about directors' pay. 

The Pirc submission added: 
“There has been an explosion 
of detail declared on remuner- 
ation. but little direct impact 
from shareholders in linking pity 
to performance." 

It criticised the “fruit machine 
effect” of recently introduced 
long-term bonus schemes (L- 


Tips). which claim to link share 
payouts to executives’ perfor- 
mance but in reality "deliver ar- 
bitrary results". This year many 
L-Tip schemes will start paying 
out large sums in shares to 
directors, often above the 
straight forward share option 
plans they replaced. 

Pirc said big City share- 
holders were siifi not taking die 
opportunity to influence com- 
panies' policies hy voting on 
resolutions at annual general 
meetings. The group argued 
that institutional investors 
should he required to make 
l heir voting policy public. 

Tlie Pirc" proposals emerged 
as British Gas released its an- 
nua! report, which showed the 
pay of its directors fell hy 11 per 
cent last year to £3.ft4m. The re- 
port confirmed most senior di- 
rectors received average pay 
rises between 3 and 5 per cent 
from I January, information 
which was made public when 
the group, now renamed BG 
Pic. demerged last month. 


Murdoch doses in on deal for US 
* Bible-thumper’s family channel 


David Usbome 

New York 


Tireless in bis pursuit of access 
to the American front room. 
Rupert Murdoch was said yes- 
terday to be dosing in on a deal 
to buy 4ff per cent of Interna- 
tional Family Entertainment, 
owner of the family Channel 
cable company. 

The deal, if consummated, 
would give Mr Murdoch's News 
Carp another vital beachhead 
in the US television industry. 
Last month, be shocked enter- 


tainment insiders by signing a 
al with 


joint venture deal with the 
nascent but fast-growing cable 
broadcaster, EchoStar. 

His latest investment, which 
could coy News Corp some 


5600m, will be important pri- 
manly for the opportunities it 
will give Mr Murdoch to show- 
case the children's programming 
of his Fox Television Network. 

IFE is controlled by Pat 
Robertson, the super-powerful 
religious broadcaster who has in 
the past also ran on a conserv- 
ative ticket for the US presi- 
dency. Previous suitors have 
baulked at a final deal because 
of the Family Channel’s com- 
mitment to religious program- 
ming. Its flagship religious 
programme, which airs in prime 
time in the US, is 77ic 700 
Club, hosted by Mr Robertson. 

But the tabloid USA Today re- 
ported yesterday that Mr Mur- 
doch would agree to allow the 
show to retain its dot on the 


channel. During the morning 
and afternoon hours, however, 
its programming would be given 
over to the output of his Fox 
Kids service. 

A deal with IFE could give 
Mr Murdoch a cable base that 
could give him equal standing 
with Ihe two other main chil- 
dren’s cable enterprises in the 
US, the Cartoon Network, 
owned by Tune Warner, and Vi- 
acom's successful Nickelodeon. 

The Family Channel is “one 
of the few remaining indepen- 
dent cable networks with almost 
universal distribution". Fred- 
erick Moran of Furman Selz, 
told KM Today. “It's a gem of 
an asset”. 

Most appealing for Mr Mur- 
doch is the considerable audi- 


ence reach already enjoyed by 
Family. According to latest 
cable industiy figures, it pene- 
trates 59 million homes in the 
US. compared with 66.8 million 
for Nickelodeon and a much 
smaller 28.3 million for the 
Cartoon Network. 

Any deal with IFE would re- 
real a" twin-track bet by Mr Mur- 
doch on both cable and satellite 
broadcasting in the US. It 
would be a strategy designed to 
guarantee him The broadest 
possible access to viewers re- 
gardless of whether his hopes 
for satellite TV lake off or not. 

Analysis predicted, however, 
that news of Mr Murdoch's 
approach to IFE would prompt 
other broadcast players to try to 
block him. 


Wolfson backs 
son’s move on 
to Next board 


Nigel Cope - 

City Correspondent 


,i 4 



Next chairman Lord WoHsoii. 
yesterday defended.' the ap- 
pointment of las 29-year-old son 
Simon Wolfson to the board of 
the retail groupaud said he bad 
received no complaints, from 
: investors. 

Lord Wolfson said he did not 
expect any i objection from inset- 
uu'ons at Next’s annual meeting 
in May “unless the shareholders 
have had a collective bout of 

insanity” He added: “I have 

. •spoken tO Dor institutional in- 
vestors and they are not ne- 
motely worried about it.” 

Lord Ubtfion said the fact 
that Simon Wolfson was his son 
had probably delayed his ele- 
vation to die board. “If anything, 
the, annrimtmetu is overdue 

i my view they 

fis«fcf.had bun for too 


yesterday it would wait to re- 
ceive the’Next annual report be- 
fore deciding whether to raise 
' .an objection at the AGM. 

Simon Wolfson joined Nett 
. in 1991 when he was 23. He has 
' been sales and marketing man- 
..ager of the Nett brand since 
1993 and is regarded highly by 
chief ’ciecriiive David Jones, 
who made the appointmen t. 

■ Lord Wolfeon’s forthright 
comments came as Next re- 
ported another set of spariding 


results with annual pre-tax pref- 
er cent ahead at£158m. 



its I2 l 

The shares rose 2225p to 6185p, 
close to their record high. 

With the high street stores ami 
the New Directory catalogue en- 
joying booming sales, the com- 
pany is pondering a move into 
financial services. Mr Jones said 
Nett has held talks with possi- 
ble partners and would make a 
decision in the next 12 months. 
Nett is also planning to ex- 



Buy Now 


Family matters: Lord Wolfson (above) said his son’s 
appointment was overdue Photograph:FT 


•rom- which. was an* 
SlsBt ilKmth.'Wrc said 


vear. Four will open in Japan, 
lour in the Far East and three 

in the Middle East, with four 
more to open m Europe. Next 


is losing money with its four 
stores in the US but will add one 
more store there this year. The 
single store in France is per- 
forming below expectations and 
there are no plans for more. 

. The company said it was not 
interested in the Littlewoods 
stores chain, which is up for sale, 
but may be interested in half a 
dozen sites. Next is gaining 


market share with sales of 
menswear. womenswear and 
ehiJdrenswear all sirnng. 

Lord Wolfson brushed aside 
suggestions of a possible link- 
up with Great Universal Stores, 
the mail order retailer where he 
is also chairman. He said (here 
were no advantages that were 

immediately apparent. 
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Sheffield 
Wednesday 
delays plans 
for flotation 


THURSDAY 27 MARCH 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 


Chris Hughes 

Sheffield Wednesday yesterday 
bucked the recent trend among 
football dubs by postponing 
plans to float on the stock mar- 
ket for at least two years. 

Instead the Premier League 
club will proceed with a share 
placing and open issue to raise 
£17m that will value The Owls 
at £42^ra. 

"The directors have consid- 
ered various options including 
flotation," said the chairman! 
David Richards. "The objective 
for the company should be a full 
listing on the London Stock Ex- 
change but it is likely to he more 
beneficial to achieve this in 
two or three years’ time." 

He said an immediate listing 
would not be possible because 
the company's financial per- 
formance last year had been 
worse than that of 1994. though 
the club declined to give further 
details. Sheffield Wednesday 
has yet to appoint full-time ex- 
ecutives. The present directors 
are unpaid. 

Nick Bat ram, an analyst ar 
Greig Middleton, welcomed 
the postponement as a healthy 
evolution in the football club 


Granada 
clears 
another 
hurdle in 
hotel sale 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Granada cleared another hur- 
dle in its protracted sale of 
Forte’s Exclusive hotels yes- 
terday, selling New York's Ho- 
tel Plaza Alhenee on the Upper 
East Side to TCC, a privately 
owned Thai conglomerate that 
operates the Imperial chain of 
hotels. 

The sale, for £415m. brings 
to £400ra the gross value of the 
Exclusive disposals, which have 
been achieved at an aggregate 
premium to book value of 
around £b5m. 

Granada also confirmed the 
completion of the recently an- 
nounced £90m disposal of two 
Westbuiy hotels to Elliott Bem- 
eid's Chelsfield property group. 

The sale of the Plaza Athe- 
nee follows recent speculation 
that Granada was having diffi- 
culty securing buyers for sev eral 
former Forte hotels. Il recently 
took the £350m Grosvenor 
House hotel in London’s Park 
Lane off the market, daiming 
it could achieve hetter value for 
shareholders by keeping the 
hotel and improving it. 

It is also thought the company 
Is struggling to find buyers for 
two hotels in Italy and another 
in ftuis that would offer enough 
to match book value. Granada 
has said it would rather keep ho- 
tels than cut prices. ! 

Despite the reported prob- 
lems. Granada has achieved 
good prices on some or its dis- 
posals. realising a total of 
£22Rm for its prestigious I 
George V hotel in Paris, the 
Hyde Park in London and Bar- 
bados’s Sandy Lane, well above 
their combined book value of 
£189m. 

The latest disposal brings to 
£].3bn the total raised from 
asset sales since the £3.9bn 
takeover of Forte at the begin- 
ning of 19%. Those include the 
Welcome Break chain of 
motorway service stations for 
£47bm, the White Hart chain of 
hotels fur £1 22m and Granada's 
stake in Alpha Airports. 

Still ou the block remain a 6S 
per cent stake in the Savoy 
Group, Browns Hotel in Lon- 
don and a handful of hotels us 
far afield as Warsaw's Hotel 
Bristol and the King Edward in 
Toronto. 

During the bitter bid battle 
for control of Forte. Granada 
said it would raise JL'Ubn by 
September 1997. 


Sector. It did not, he believed, 
foreshadow the beginning of the 
end for football flotations. 

"The sector is maturing and 
tbis is a process that any new 
emerging sector goes through," 
he said. “Previously, there was 
a rarity value to football dubs. 
Now we've got past the hype 
stage. People are evaluating 
the clubs as businesses." 

Wednesday's caution could 
pay off in the long term, he said 

In the largest single invest- 
ment in an English football 
club by a City institution. Char- 
terhouse Development Capital 
Funds, part of Cbarterhouse 
Bank, is subscribing to £&5m of 
che 85p shares, giving it a 20 per 
cent stake in the club. Char- 
terhouse is also underwriting the 
issue and will buy up any shares 
not taken by the public. 

The club has three classes of 
shares which are to be consol- 
idated and traded though a 
matched bargain dealing facil- 
ity operated by Charterhouse 
TOney, also part of Charter- 
house Bank. 

Most of the hinds raised will 
be used to buy new players. The 
rest will go towards improving 
the training ground, redevel- 



Exercising caution: Sheffield Wednesday has opted for ashare placing and open issue to 
raise £17 m to buy new players and improve facilities Photograph: Barry Coombes/Empics 


oping the Hillsborough stadium 
and reducing bank borrowings. 

Mr Richards said: “We need 
to keep competing at the very 
top level and unless we raise 
substantial cash it means wc will 


be buying the £2m player in- 
stead of the £6m player!" 

Fears that football flotations 
had passed their high-water 
mark were heightened last week 
when shares in Charlton Ath- 


letic of the First Division col- 
lapsed on their first day of 
trading. Shares in other footfall 
clubs, including Birmingham 
City and Sunderland, are also 
trading below their offer price. 


World of Leather shares leap 
on agreed £14m bid from UNO 


Clifford German 

UNO. the specialist retailer of 
upholstered furniture, yesterday 
acquired World of Leather, a 
smaller rival, in an agreed bid 
worth £14Jm, which the City 
thinks will create a more dy- 
namic combination. 

Shares in UNO jumped by al- 
most 10 per cent although it will 
have to find at least £6m to fund 
a cash alternative for WOL di- 
rectors who want ouL 

The deal brings together two 
companies from the opposite 
end of the soft furnishings 
world. UNO sells low-cost 
suites in the £1,000 range from 
10 large sites while World of 
Leather's suites fetch around 
£2,000 from 31 much smaller 
outlets. 


UNO is offering 0.43542 of its 
new shares for each World of 
Leather share, valuing WOL at 
1 ldp based on UNO shares at 
27 lp. 

This represents a 41 per cent 
premium to the market price on 
Monday, dm day before WOL 
announced it was in bid dis- 
cussions . UNO's shares subse- 
quent jumped 24p to 295p, . 
however, which now values the 
paper offer at 128p. 

Richard Taylor. WOLs joint 
managing director and finance 
director will join the UNO 
board, while the chairman Ra- 
mon Benardout, Michael 
Bcmadout and the other joint 
managing director, Peter Shel- 
don, will stand down. 

However, with the exception 
of Mr Sheldon, the WOL di- 


rectors who control 42 per cent 
of the shares will take an alter- 
native cash offer of lOSp rather 
than UNO’s paper. 

WOL has been in and out of 
the black in recent years but yes- 
terday reported a 10 percent in- 
crease in turnover to £32. 2m 
and profit of£1.025m for 1996, 
compared with a £517,000 loss 
in 1995. It made a rights issue 
in 1994 to finance expansion but 
blames unfavourable market 
conditions and high site prices 
for its sluggish performance. 

UNO made a profit before 
tax of £1.06m in the year to the 
end of April 1996 on a turnover 
of £24.2m. followed by a half- 
time profit of £306,000 in the six 
months to last November. It is 
now forecasting a profit of 
£2.8m before tax and excep- 


tional costs of last year's flota- 
tion for the year to April 1997. 

The terms value the com- 
bined businesses at over £5 Dm 
and wil] give tbem 13 per cent 
of the leather upholstery mar- 
ket, which is expected to grow 
by 50 per cent over the next four 
years. UNO plans to invest in 
World of Leather, but the two 
businesses wall continue to 
operate in their own market sec- 
tors, and retain separate fasdas. 
• UNO’s chairman and chief 
executive, Paul Rosenblatt, ad- 
mitted the acquisition would di- 
lute earnings in die current 
year but expects the deal to en- 
hance earnings in 1998. 

If the deal goes through 
UNO will seek to transfer from 
AIM to the main London mar- 
ket. 



In Brief 

Active quarter for MBOs 

The management buy-out market shrugged off uncertainties caused 
ty the impending general election to reach a record level of ac- 
tivity in Inc first quarter of the year, according to figures from 
accountants KPMG. The value "of MBOs and buy-ms reached 
£1 .97bn. up 42 per cent on the same three months last year, while 
the number of deals worth more than £I0m - 29 - was also a record 
fora time that is traditionally quieter than other periods. Among 
the largest deals were the £476m buy-out of Welcome Break, the 
£260m Castle Transmission Services deal and the £l03m acqui- 
sition of William Cook. 

Soros backs London Clubs bid 

George Soros has thrown his weight behind London Clubs' hos- 
tile £18 lm all-paper bid for rival casino operator Capital Cor- 
poration. Mr Soros acts as the mam investment adviser. Quantum 
Partners, which yesterday pledged its 2.72 per cent stake in Cap- 
ital to London Clubs' hid. Total acceptances reached 2-88 percent 
and the offer has been extended to 8 April. 

Daimler-Benz bounces back 

Daimler-Benz rebounded from a record loss to a higher-than- 
cxpccted 19% net profit of DM2.8bn l$1.67bn) as Germany's 
largest company wrote off some costs of a record reorganisation. 
Daimler, which had a record net loss of DM5.7bn in 1995. at- 
tributed the increase in net profit in pan "to the one-time effect 
of deferred taxes". Daimler proposes a DM1.1 dividend after skip- 
ping the pav-oui in L995. 

Nestle profits rise 17% 

Nestle, the world’s largest food and beverage maker, saw 1996 
net profits rise by almost 17 per cent, buoyed by growth in emerg- 
ing markets and the strong dollar. Earnings at the producer of 
Nescafe instant coffee. Perrier mineral water and Alpo pet foods 
rose to a record SFr3.4bn ($2.31 bn) from SFr2. q 2bn a year ear- 
lier, the fifth increase in six years. The rise bettered that of An- 
glo-Dulch rival Unilever, whose 199b earnings rose 13 per cent 
to 3.7bn guilders (SI ,96bn), while net profit at French food com- 
pany Danone rose S per cent to FF3-38bn. 

Management moves at Mackie 

Mactde, the engineering group, appointed Sul Sahota chief ex- 
ecutive following the resignation yesterday of Peter Long. The 
executive chairman, Patrick Demean, is also stepping down, al- 
lowing Roger Looker to resume the role of chairman. The man- 
agement changes came as Mackie posted a loss of £437,001) last 
year, versus a £3-3m profit in 1995. 

Strong start for McKechnie 

McKechnie. the engineering plastics and metal components group, 
wanted about the effects of sterling’s recent strength but said trad- 
ing in the second half had started well. “The British construc- 
tion and DIY markets, which account for 17 percent of our sales, 
are showing signs of recovery." McKechnie said. Pre-tax profits 
rose by 36 per cent to £28.1m in the six months to January. 

Bloom leaves Premier Land 

Desmond Bloom has resigned as chairman and managing director 
of Premier Land and Lare-Erik Magnusson has been appointed 
as Mr Bloom's successor. Mr Bloom will receive compensation 
and benefits of one year's salary. 


Oftel warning to 
digital operators 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Don Cruickshank, the telecom- 
munications regulator, yester- 
day warned he would “pounce" 
on attempts by digital television 
services, such as those planned 
by BSkyB, to use the new tech- 
nology to discriminate unfairly 
against the programmes of rival 
programme makers. 

However, unveiling his final 
plans to regulate the multi- 
channel digital television, it 
emerged that the regulator will 
have no power initially over a 
similar digital service planned 
by the cable companies. BSkyB 
and some cable operators aim 
to launch competing digital 
services later this year. 


They could provide hundreds 
of channels, raising concerns 
that existing terrestrial broad- 
casters could see their offerings 
swamped. Programme makers 
have been concerned at the 
terms for accessing the “set-top 
boxes" which decode digital 
signals in the home. 

Mr Cruickshank is writing to 
broadcasters and content prov- 
iders requesting internal infor- 
mation on the planned services. 
“I'm anxious there are the mak- 
ings of a very long, drawn out, 
negotiation here," he said. 

Electronic programme guides, 
which act as computerised index 
systems, were “a big problem," 
said Mr Cruickshank and could 
be used to steer consumers to- 
wards particular channels. 
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Next stays streets 
ahead of rivals with 
12% rise in profits 


N ext’s chief executive, 
David Jones, liked his 
company’s latest set of 
results so much he set his 
dark business suit off with a 
vivid orange shirt in sartorial 
celebration. No matter that be 
looked like a Liquorice All- 
sort, you could hardly blame 
him lorputting on che style. 

The Next phenomenon runs 
on and on and the new fashion 
for bold-coloured men's shirts 
is just one area where Next has 
got its buyingjust right There 
may be a feel-good factor in 
the economy but Next's results 
are still high streets ahead of 
rival retailers. 

Pre-tax profits were 12 per 
cent ahead at £158m and both 
the high street stores and the 
Next Directory catalogue are 
firing on all cylinders. Sales at 
the stores were 20 per cent 
ahead on increased selling 
space of 7 per cent. Next 
Directory achieved a 31 per 
cent sales increase and the per- 
formance in both areas has 
continued into current trading. 

Next continues to squeeze 
higher sales per square foot 


for the next few years it wifl 
soon have to start thinking 
about a big strategic move if it 
is not to run out of steam. The 
£165m cash pDe wil) provide a 
useful war chest 
There is little doubt that in 
a strong clothing market Next 
is the quality stock of the 
sector. The shares have per- 
formed amazin g feats in the 
past five or six years and on 
analysts' profit forecasts of 
£186m for this year, they trade 
on a forward rating of 18 
times. Though this sector is 
strewn with banana skins, this 
seems a deserved premium. 
Still worth holding. 


Expectations 
build at Barratt 


N either Sir Lawrie Bar- 
ratt nor his highly 
regarded chief execu- 
tive, Frank Eaton, are prone to 
outbursts of enthusiasm but 
you didn’t have to look too 
hard between the lines of yes- 
terday's interim statement to 


from its high street space with - realise the housing market is 
the figure rising from £483 to in rude health once more and 


£606 over the past two years. 
Analysis agree that there zs still 
more to go for and the group 
will open 75,000 more square 
feet of space this year, repre- 
senting a 7 per cent increase 
on the total. 

Next may snap up some of 
the Littlewoods sites but is not 
going to bid for the whole 
chain of 135 stores. 

The company is still tread- 
ing carefully in France and the 
United States but is setto ex- 
pand its franchise stores from 
30 to 45 next year with more 
Outlets in Japan, the Far East, 
the Middle East and Europe. 
With losses reducing in the US, 
Next hopes to generate profits 
of several million from its fran- 
chises in two or three years. 

Another area of opportunity 
is financial services. Next has 
been talking to possible part- 
ners and is likely to make its 
first foray into the market in 
the next 12 months. Credit 
cards are likely to be the fust 
product launch but Next seems 
Keen on the M&S approach to 
the sector, which could mean 
PEPs and pensions too. This 
will be a useful add-on to 
Next’s core business but is 
not likely to be a large profit 
contributor in the short term. 

So while Next looks set fair 


Barratt in pole position to 
benefit from its recovery from 
seven long years of recession. 

Profits of £24.8m, a 30 per 
cent rise, provided firm evi- 
dence that Barratt is well on 
track to dominate the volume 
end of the housing market 
again. It buys land well, buQds 
on it efficiently and, thanks to 
a popular part-exchange 


scheme, sells quickly. A target 
of 11,000 houses a year seemed 
fanciful last year but now looks 
achievable, a fitting swan-song 
for Sir Lawrie, who at 70 is 
preparing for his second re- 
tirement. 

Barratt has carved itself a 
good position in the South- 
east, where the company reck- 
ons all the action is. Despite 
pouring cold water on recent 
forecasts of booming house 
prices, Barratt admits that in 
the capital at least prices are 
strong and it is as well placed 
as any to benefit from that. 

Staging a £90m rights issue 
last May represented unbeat- 
able timing, allowing Barratt to 
build its land bank at a sensi- 
ble price. During the half- 
year land was bought at just 
23.S per cent of expected seU- 
ing price, an impressive ratio 
that stores up potential prof- 
its. That reflects the company's 
skill in buying brown sites, 
land that had a previous use 
before being turned into bous- 
ing plots. 

Reservations running more 
than 20 per cent ahead of last 
year and advance contracts 
worth over £2O0m mean ana- 
lysts' forecasts that profits will 
reach £68m this year and 
£8 1.5m next time should prove 
conservative. On those fig- 
ures, the shares, which have 
moved sideways for a year 
after a stunning outperfor- 
mance since 1992, trade on a 
prospective p/e ratio of 14 
Ming to 113. At 266p, up 3.5 p. 
they look good value. 
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Surge in poster ads boosts Maiden 

M aiden, the outdoor poster specialist four broking houses who follow the stock 
which came to the market last May, expected, but Maiden’s chief executive, 
is riding high on the back of the surge Zegbibe, painted a slowing picture of prose 


M aiden, the outdoor poster specialist 
which came to the market last May, 
is riding high on the back of the surge 
in advertising spend in general and the popul- 
arity of big electronic outdoor poster sites in 
particular. Spending on the outdoor poster mar- 
ket grew 10 per cent last year and posters have 
increased their share of the display advertis- 
ing market from 4.7 per cent in 1993 to 6 per 
cent, proving an effective competitor for TV. 

Maiden's turnover surged by 51 per cent to 
£55. Ira last year, and with margins rising from 
16 to 17 per cent, operating profits before excep- 
tionals leapt an impressive 62 per cent to £9 :5m. 

Moving the head office created a £700,000 
exceptional property charge but this was off- 
set by a 45 per cent cut in interest charges to 
£1.7m, and profit before tax trebled to £6.85m. 
A leap in the tax charge held earnings per share 
before exceptionals to 23.6p and the group s 
paying a final dividend of 3.6p 
The results are below the optimistic £Sm the 


four broking houses who follow the stock had 
expected, but Maiden’s chief executive, Ron 
Zegbibe. painted a glowing picture of prospects. 
With almost 26,000 sites, nearly 20 per cent of 
tbem niuminated. Maiden is one of the laigest 
outdoor advertising companies and the mar- 
ket leader in the large format poster sector. 

The group spent over £4m on its sites last 
year, including £lm on the illumination of 800 
sites, £1 3m on a new network of back-lit sites 
and £800,000 on an acquisition. It recently 
signed an agreement with Safeway which will 
extend its presence in the small six-panel poster 
market. Yesterday it renewed its concession with 
Rail track until March 2004. 

Capita] expenditure will at least equal last 
year's but analysts are.still looking for a profit 
of£10-llm this year and earnings of 17-18pa 
share. The shares rose 7.5p to 324p yesterday, 
between 18 and 19 times forecast earnings for 
the current year. The outlook is bright but that 
rating factors in much of the gcod news. 


Caradon hands back 
£174m to shareholders 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

Caradon is to hand £174m back 
to its shareholders, in effect 
passing on the proceeds of last 
December’s disposal of the 
building materials group's 
European engineering and dis- 
tribution business. 

News of i be capital refund ac- 
companied an IS per cent rise 
in underlying profits last year to 
£178 which lifted the shops 
3Jp to 257p despite a warning 
that trading so far in 1997 had 
been below expectations. 

Peter Jansen, chief executive, 
said difficult conditions for its 
plumbing, electrical and joinery 
businesses in 1995 continued 
Into last year with the im- 
provement in profits driven by 
cost reduction programmes that 
had offset volume reductions 
and lower prices. 

But he added that strong 
cashflow meant the group could 
hand money back to share- 
holders without straining its 


balance sheet, which had £96m 
of net cash at the year-end. 

Even if the cash had already 
been handed hack to share- 
holders by the balance sheet 
date, group gearing would have 
been a comfortable 19 per cent 
the company said. 

Caradon said it would effect 
the return by issuing a new class 
of "B" shares to existing ordi- 
nary and preference share- 
holders in return for replacing 
every 10 shares held with nine 
new ones. The “B" shares can 
be redeemed for cash between 
20 May and 17 June. 

Mr Jansen said Caradon had 
made cost savings of £66m 
through a reorganisation plan 
- ahead of its initial target of 
£50m. "That underpinned the 
strength of our performance in 
markets that were less good 
than we expected." Caradon ex- 
pects to cut costs by an addi- 
tional £25m-£40m in 1997. 

Mr Jansen said giving money 
back to shareholders still left 
Caradon with substantial fire- 


power to make acquisitions and 
he singled out Germany, where 
the company already owns 80 per 
cent of Were, the country’s 
largest window and door maker. 

Continued sluggishness in 
European markets remained a 
problem. “1997 has started 
Slowly, with trading in the early 
months generally below expec- 
tations," Mr Jansen noted. 

In plumbing. Caradon re- 
ported flat operating profits of 
£37.4m after strong growth in 
UK radiator and boiler sales 
were offset by difficult trading 
on the Continent. The electrical 
division, where Caradon awns 
the MK plugs brand, saw a 14 
per cent decline in profits to 
£35 2m, while profits from the 
structural and engineering aim 
were little improved at £22Jm. 

The best performances came 
from security printing, where 
volume growth and cost reduc- 
tions helped profits rise 13 per 
cent to £42J?m, and doors and 
windows, which swung into 
£4.7m profits from a £15m loss. 
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Storehouse smacks into ‘wall of negative sentiment’ 
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Share spotlight 



The Storehouse retailing c hain 
suffered another analytical set- 
back, cutting the shares I Op to 
235 -5p, lowest for two yeans. 

. After-being manled by BZW 
and NatWest Securities this 
year the BhS and Molhereare 
group found itself the victim of 
an SBC Warburg profits down- 
gradmg-The securities bouse 
is thought to have lowered its 
estimates for. the year ending 
bn Tbesday by £4m to £L1 Shl. 
It appears poor children's 
clothing sales last month 
prompted Warburg to trim its 
forecast. 

Last year Storehouse pro- 
duced £108. 7m. Profit expec- 
tations for the retailer have, 
despite what appeared to be a 
reasonably encouraging Christ- 
mas trading statement, gradu- 
ally been reduced At one time 
there were hopes this year’s fig- 
ures would nudge £130m. 

- What has been described as 
a City “wall of negative senti- 
ment'’ has taken “its toll on the 


shares. In May they were rid- 
ing at 361p. 

The latest Storehouse dis- 
comfort occurred as Next, on 
results, jumped 22Jvp to 618.5p 
and Maries & Spencer, re- 
flecting Warburg support, put 
on 17.5p to 481.5p. 

The rest of the stock market 
for the second day running ig- 
nored election rumblings and 
higher interest rates. Thu US 
hike came as something of a re- 
lieL After intense speculation 
a rise of only one-quarter of a 
point the first increase for two 
■ years, is regarded as comfort- 
ably containable. 

Footsie, therefore, was at 
one time showing a 49.5-poim 
advance. With New York dis- 
playing signs of hesitancy the 
gain was t rimm ed back to 30.8 
points at 4,301.5 by the close. 

Banks managed to shrug 
off UBS caution. Barclays 
ended with a 14p gain to 
1 ,030.5 p and Lloyds TSB rose 
14p to 496.5p. 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


Energy Group, the Hanson 
spin-off, was the best-per- 
forming blue chip, gaining 18p 
to 439.5p on Goldman Sachs 
support. 

EML on continuing compe- 
tition worries, spun to a new 
low of 1.0975p: at the lime of 
the demerger last summer the 
prior was 1.4S6p. Granada's 
£4i5m New York hotel sale 
left the shares I Op off at 91 Sp. 

Biocompatibles Interna- 
tional. the healthcare group, 
gained 67_5p to 1.1573p. It has 
acquired (he rights to develop 
new surface compounds which 
should extend the life of its own 
technology. Drew Scientific 
gained 19p to 79p following a 
bullish statement. Shares are 


being placed with institutions 
at 52p. 

Glaxo Wellcome gained 
24.5p to 1.101.5p as ABN 
Amro Hoanr Gnveil hoisted a 
lJtiOp valuation. 

Avis, the car hire group, ap- 
peared in its when issued form, 
trading at 15i_5p against a 
1 24 p launch. Whitehead Mann, 
a recruitment group placed at 
136p. reached 144 Jjp. 

Glenchewton. the house- 
hold goods group, announced 
the sale of its Country Style 
Inns chain for £I0.75m. Buy- 
er is the Old English Pub Co. 
The deal left Glenchewton 
7-5p down at 64.5p and OEPC 
a shade easier at 221_5p. 

World of Leather, the fur- 


niture retailer, jumped 30p to 
121.5pon ihe agreed £ 14.27m 
offer from UNO. up 24p at 
295p. 

Dumon. the bricks and 
property group run by entre- 
preneur David Williams, re- 
turned to market 3lier 
capturing Remote Metering 
Systems,"which reads elect rie- 
ity meters remotely, in a £20m 
reverse takeover. The shares. 
placed ai lOflp for the deal, 
ended at 155.5p. 

Priucedale. where Hills- 
down Holdings founder Sir 
Harry Solomon is an executive 
director, finned 3p to 44p fol- 
lowing the £3.6m sale of design 
and marketing operations. The 
company intends to concen- 
trate on producing retail dis- 
play units. Simon Engineering 
improved 4p to 43.5p on 
takeover speculation and the 
feeling Dalgcty could turn out 
to be the Associated British 
Foods hid target lifted the 
shares 11. 5p to 34 9p. 


Oils were firm with Enter- 
prise Oil. noi for the first 
time, leading the pack. The 
shares rose 14.5p to b53.5p: 
British Borneo Petroleum Syn- 
dicate fiared 29p to 2.477.5p. 

Polydoc. one of the second- 
line operations with strong 
Dutch connections, gained 35p 
to 337.5p; the shares were 
472?p in January. The obscure 
software group was floated 
last summer by stockbroker 
Bell Lawrie While at t>5p. 

Thomas Jourdan, the mini 
conglomerate embracing the 
Corby trouser press subsidiary, 
moved ahead 4ptoa 12-munth 
peak of 54 5 p. David Abell, 
who netted £l0m when his 
Suter conglomerate was taken 
over by Ascot Holding* has ap- 
peared on the share register. 
There have been reports he 
does not intend to bid but some 
speculators find it hard to be- 
lieve such an experienced cam- 
paigner would adopt such a 
negative approach. 


Taking Stock 


□ As hurst Technology, one of 
the more obscure AIM com- 
panies. added 5p to 65p on its 
gold adventure in the 
Ukraine. The company, which 
also has a Canadian quote, is 
involved in five projects with 
indicated reserves of between 
an astonishing 500 and 600 
tonnes of gold. Other 
prospects are said to be avail- 
able. Besides its gulden link 
Ashursi, a company which 
seems remarkably shy and of- 
fers very little information 
about iLself despite its AIM 
listing, is developing various 
alloys. 

□ CFS. a computer group, 
rallied 8p to 64 jp after de- 
claring it knew of “no rea- 
son" for the fall in its share 
price, ft intends to issue 
year's results, as scheduled, 
□ext month. Last year it pro- 
duced £385,000. The shares 
have fallen from the 126p hit 
last year. 
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Mainstream economics needs 
to get a firm grip on reality 


E conomics prides itself 
on being the “hard" 
social science. Eco- 
nomists boast that it is based 
on numbers and mathe- 
matical analysis, and gets to 
grips with reality in a way in 
which the “soft” social 
sciences such as sociology 
and political science can not. 

It is odd, them that eco- 
nomics cannot easily accom- 
modate some pretty basic 
features of reality, such as the 
fact that there are two differ- 
cm types of people, women and 
men. Or perhaps this is not so 
surprising, given the fact that 
economists regard words tike 
bigger, firmer and higher as un- 
qualified terms of praise. For 
it turns out to be a pretty 
macho sort of subject all round. 

lake the numbers of women 
and men in the profession it- 
self A survey carried our by the 
Royal Economics Society, 
whose results were presented 
at its annual conference this 
week, found that females are 
in a minority. Just ewer a quar- 
ter of undergraduate and post- 
graduate students of the 
subject are women. They make 
up less than a fifth of the total 
number of academic econom- 
ics staff in our universities, and 
the female-male ratio falls 
sharply the higher up the pro- 
motional ladder you look! 

According to Professor 
Denise Osborn of the Univer- 
sity of Manchester, who 
chaired the RES working 
party: “The more prestigious 
the economics department, 
the lower the proportion of 
women at senior level.” 

The ratio of women econo- 
mists to men is a/so less than 
a fifth in the government eco- 
nomic service and about one in 
seven in economics jobs in 
business (mainly the City). 

Does this imbalance matter 
any more than it does else- 
where in our unequal society? 
The answer is yes, according to 
Tony Lawson, a Cambridge 
economist and author of a 
book critical of the subject's 
philosopnieal foundation.* 


“Surely it is only a group of 
men who could have produced 
and persisted with the absur- 
dity that is mainstream eco- 
nomics?" he says. He charges 
that economics misinterprets 
the nature of reality, misun- 
derstands the way we find out 
about reality and uses inap- 
propriate methods for its ex- 
ploration. 

Take the nature of reality 
first Economics is based on 
“rational agents" —individuals 
or companies - maximising 
their own individual well-being 
according to fixed rules. They 
act by themselves in their own 
interest This is wbat allows the 
construction of precise math- 
ematical models of behaviour. 
It permits economists to pre- 
dict that if event X happens 
then event Y will follow be- 
cause every agent is behaving 
in a well-defined way. 

Dr Lawson points out that 
this does not allow economists 
to explain why men and 
women, say, or employers and 
employees, might behave dif- 
ferently. Economics can only 
assume they have different 
preferences: it cannot explain 
them. Based on building up 
from individual agents and 
their preferences, it cannot 
handle the fact that a lot of 
people's economic choices are 
based on their social positions 
- that they are a worker rather 
than a boss, a student and not 
a teacher, female not male. 

If you accept this argument 
that mainstream economics 
completely misrepresents re- 
ality, it follows ^ p 
that the notion 
that an econo- 
mist just has to i r ”„v 
collect and in- , ' ,: .r! 
terpret objective L 3l~i‘‘ 
data falls by the Professor: 
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Coyle 

Economists 
believe that 
without a wider 
acceptance of 
the place of 
history and 
culture, the 
profession is 
digging its 
own grave 

stream does not accept that the 
very information collected, 
and the resources put into it. 
is part of what their social sci- 
ence should be analysing. 

lake a matter of particular 
interest to us female agents, 
housework. Tins is a big part 
of reality. Although it is usu- 


Acadesiic economics staff, ±995 


ally unpaid, insurance compa- 
nies estimate the value of work 
in the home for life assurance 
purposes at around £20,000 a 
year. Yet there are no eco- 
nomic statistics on the amount 
of housework carried out in the 
UK. Economists do not in- 
corporate it in their theories of 
labour supply or consumer 
spending, although it plays a 
port in wives’ - and husbands' 
- decisions whether to work 
and for how many hours, and 
in family income and spending. 

The UK’s admirable Office 
for National Statistics is start- 
ing work on collecting data on 
how people use their time, 
which will include housework. 
But this is an innovation cer- 
tainly not driven by the eco- 
nomics profession. 

The final implication of Dr 
Lawson's criticism is that eco- 
nomics uses the wrong 
methodology. Thinking of eco- 
nomic phenomena as the result 
of individual actions by atom- 
istic agents, researchers focus 
on questions like: what un- 
derlying factors explain the 
growth and distribution of in- 
comes over lime? They might 
assemble data on incomes, ed- 
ucational qualifications, na- 
tional GDP growth and so on. 
But the more interesting ques- 
tion might be: why are the in- 
comes of the skilled rising 
relative to the unskilled? Or. 
perhaps, why do men earn 
more man women on average? 

There is a parallel with biol- 
ogy, where the interesting ques- 
tion is not why one type of com 
has a yield of so 
much, but why 
it is greater 
_ . than a different 
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history would undermine the 
subject’s authority. And 1 think 
economists are right to argue 
that their approach does give 
the subject an intellectual dis- 
cipline and respea far fads that 
is not as widespread in the 
“soft” social sciences. But more 
and more practitioners, in- 
cluding most of the minority of 
women, believe that without a 
wider acceptance of the place 

of history and culture; the pro- 
fession is digging its own grave. 

It is dear, for example, that 
national economic perfor- 
mance depends on what the US 
academic Robert Putnam has 
called social capital - on hav- 
ing a stable legal framework and 
trusted institutions. This is why, 
according to his study, southern 
Italy has performed so much 
worse than the north despite re- 
ceiving bucketloads of subsidy. 
It is why aid to developing 
countries has such a mixed 
record It might help explain the 
UK's comparative economic 
decline. Economists consign 
its study to the sociologists, but 
in doing so undermine their 
own ability to explain. 

In a damning paper in the 
Journal of Economic Perspec- 
tives in 1987, David Colander 
and Arjo Klamer reported an 
analysis of the process of edu- 
cating and training economists 
in US universities. Most grad- 
uate students, they found, had 
chosen the subject because 
they were interested in matters 
of public policy and wanted to 
understand economic phe- 
nomena. The authors reported: 
“Graduate economics educa- 
tion is succeeding in narrowing 
students' interests." 

Perhaps the birth of feminist 
economics and the profes- 
sion's new women's committee 
marks the beginning of the end 
for the subject's reliance on 
analysing the “rational eco- 
nomic agent". The male 
diehards will no doubt mutter 
that irrationality is just typical 
of women. 

* Economics and Reality, Rout- 
ledge, £16.99. 


Football team may have ► 

met its match in the City , 

People & Business \ 
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Sheffield United has cbal- 

antfinstitutions to a football 
match. The dub threw down 
the gauntlet when it an- 
nounced its interim results 
earlier this month, and the 
showdown is set for Thurs- 
day 17 April One of my col- 
leagues will play, while the 
list for the Sheffield team 
should be completed by the 
end of the week. 

The match is being organ- 
ised by City spin doctor 
Brunswick, which says it 
wants to see which journal- 
ists and Q'ty types dare to 
play before finalising the 
Sheffield line-up. Whether 
Sheffield's manager, Howard 
Kendall, will agree to subject 
first team players such as 
Mitch Ward and Dane 
Whkebouse to the rough and 
tumble of the City’s hard 
tackling remains to be seen. 

Perhaps they could invite 
actor Sean Bean. United's 
number one fen, or recall 
Seventies midfield maestro 
Tbny Carrie out of retire- 
ment. Which this space. 

Regular readers will know 
that Sam Jaffa is leaving the 
BBC after 16 years to be- 
come head of pr at Price 
Waterhouse. 

Mr Jaffa was celebrating 
his last hours at the Beeb on 
Thesday night with chums in 
a wine bar at the back of 
Broadcasting House. So 
overcome was Mr Jaffa that 
be failed to notice TV hell- 
raiser Chris Evans and two 
pais taking advantage of Mr 
Jaffa's free bar. 

Mr Evans, sporting a 
bizarre red, white and blue 
hat, helped himself to free 
bottles of Beck's before dis- 
appearing into an alcove to 
cram himself with tortilla 
chips. Mr Jaffa's pals were 
relieved to see, however, that 
Mr Evans later paid for the 
drinks. 

No sooner has John Craven 
retired as chairman of Mor- 



Sheffteld United’s number 
one fan: Actor Sean Bean 

gan Grenfell than that 
nemesis of MG's asset man- 
agement arm, Nicola 
Horlkk, pops up on a 
“fantasy Investment game” at 
the BBC World Service this 
weekend. Those in the know 
expect Ms Horlick to fore- 
cast a 2,000-point correction 
for the Dow and to recom- 
mend putting all your cash 
into Japan and Taiwan. 1 am 
assured that Deutsche Bank 
will not be discussed. 

When CGA Group, a home 
and car insurance company, 
went bust last week not many 
people realised its historical 
connection with the Country 
Gentleman’s Association. 

Happily, the apple-cheeked 
landed gentry who form the 
association’s membership 
will not be affected by the re- 
ceivership, since CGA, which 
grew up as the insurance arm 
of the association, parted 
company many years ago. 

Churchill Insurance was 
happy to snap up CGAs 
lOOjjOO policies this week 
from the receivers Ernst & 
Young for a reputed pittance. 
The association, meanwhile, 
steams 3long after 100 years 
of glorious history. The asso- 


ciation is based in Baldock, 
Hertfordshire, but was 
founded in Letch worth. It 
was set up as the wealthy 
farmer's equivalent of the 
Co-op, when some clever toff 
realised it would be far 
cheaper for him and his 
chums to team together to 
buy five-bar gates, water 
troughs and the like, than to I 
buy such items individually. 

Soon the association was 
selling stuff on and built a 
warehouse in Letchworth. It 
is now mainly a membership 
association with a monthly 
magazine and the Letch- 
worth bead office is a hous- 
ing estate. But the 
association enjoys better 
health' than its offspring 

CGA. 

Robin Haitty, construction 
analyst at Panmure Gordon, 
is keen to put the record 
straight about last Friday's 
story in this column that calls 
to his number were met by a 
rendition of the French folk ‘ 
song Frere Jacques, with no 
beep for a message. 

“I was with my wife who 
was having a baby. 1 " says Mr 
Hardy. Sounds like an im- 
peccable reason to me. 

The result was A daughter, 
IsabeL Mr Hardy returned to 
work on Monday to find 15 
rather long messages on his 
answerphone. 

Mr Hardy didn't even 
know it played Frere Jacques 
until the article appeare± 

“It's just a standard BT 
answerphone." 

Undeterred by its £77m mis- 
pricing blooper, Martin 
Owen's NalWest Markets 
continues its quest for global 
domination with three new 
European hires. 

In come Geert Jan A 
Leest, 37, from MeesPierson 
NV, W illiam Pavone, 36, 
from Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd, and Robert Wallin, 

37, from Skanska AB. 

John Willcock 
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“information professionals rank 
Financial Times Inform a tion as the most 
important UK business information provider” 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 


FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Giiiiar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.giiliar@ft.com 
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Racing 


GREG WOOD 
reports from Dubai 


When you see a lake in the 


desert it can generally be writ- 
irage, but 


3 


ten off as a mirage, but there 
was nothing ethereal about the 
huge puddles around the Nad 
A1 Sbeba race-track here yes- 
terday morning- The previous 
evening’s caH to prayer bad 
also summoned up a thunder- 
storm of biblical proportions 
which raged throughout the 
night, depositing so much wa- 
ter on this normally bone-dry 
city that some started to ques- 
tion whether Saturday’s Dubai 
World Cup might succumb to 
the dements. 

A little alarmist, perhaps, 
but the managers at Nad A! 
Sheba were sufficiently con- 
cerned by the stale of the dirt 
course to place it off-limits for 
morning exercise. Exercise gal- 
lops took place instead on the 
tight turf circuit inside the dirt 
track, with the European run- 
ners Singspiel and Helissio 
among those cantering at a 
gentle balf-pacc.- 


The dirt course which wOl - 
we hope -stage Saturday's 10- 
forlong event is chemically 
sealed, which provides a mea- 
sure of resistance to rain. No 
one, however; could have 
planned for a storm of such 
magnitude - standing on one 
side of a modest Dubai street, 
it was all but impossible to see 
the other through the de- 
scending waterfall - and sever- 
al trainers were peering glumly 
at the results yesterday. 

“Out by the two-furlong pole 
it’syeiy deep,” Mark Tompkins, 
"who wfll saddle Even Top on 
Saturday night, said. “The kick- 
back will be bad. great dollops 
of it” Another with evideat con- 
cerns was Ihkao Nakano, the 
chain -smoking 56-year-old Jap- 
anese trainer of Hokuto Vega, 
the mare who will take a 10-race 
winning streak into Saturday's 
race. “She’s the top dirt horse 
in Japan,” Nakano said, “but 
Fm worried about the trade get- 
ting sloppy because we race on 
a much firmer surface at home. 
Because of that we decided 
not to send her out today.” 

Another downpour like Tues- 
day's on the night before the 


race would almost certainly 
mean cancellation, and when 
the latest weather forecast from 
air-traffic control included a se- 
vere weather warning, at least 
one member of the Cup Com- 
mittee was musing about the 
possibility of postponement. 
His conclusion was that the lo- 
gistics of bringing horses, con- 
nections and media to Dubai 
from six countries are such that 
a postponement of even 24 
hours might weD be impracticaL 
It was only a little later, when 
the warning was rescinded, that 
the anxiety began to wane. 

Few trainers are more aware 
of the course's idiosyncrasies 
than Kiaran McLaughlin. 
Dubai’s champion trainer for tbc 
last two seasons, who will sad- 
dle Key Of Luck in the big race 
this weekend. “This track 
doesn't handle the rain quite as 
well as you would like." 
McLaughlin says, “but if there's 
no more it wfll be fine". 

Hie American, a former as- 
sistant to D Mfcyne Lukas, is an 
important figure in Sheikh 
Hamdan's bloodstock opera- 
tion, and has spent the winter 
taking care of some of the most 


promising of the owner's three- 
year-olds. Shava and Sarayir, 
who maybe targeted at the Der- 
by and Oaks respectively, are 
two to look out for after their 
imminent return to Dick Hem's 
stable, while Khassah, a poten- 
tial 1.000 Guineas filly, will be 
returning to John Gosden. In 
time. McLaughlin expects many 
more of Sheikh Hamdan's hors- 
es to winter in Dubai, in an at- 
tempt to match the enormous 
success of the Godolphin op- 
eration set up by his brother. 
Sheikh Mohammed. 

Both brothers saw their 
colours carried into the frame 
in yesterday's big race here, but 
the jockeys were far smaller 
than Pat Eddery or Frankie Det- 
tori (or even Willie Carson), and 
their mounts are unlikely to be 
appearing at the Craven meet- 
ing. The Rulers' Cup, the coun- 
try's most prestigious camel 
race, was won ty an animal from 
Qatar, but since no-one seemed 
to know its name, and belting 
is strictly forbidden, it is fair to 
say that the spectacle was more 
important than the result. 

The Cup was run - perhaps 
ambled would be nearer the 



The winner Is clear of the pursuing pack in the big race at Nad Al Sheba yesterday 


“V fT >l i!rwir--r 

Photograph: Julian Herbert/Allsport 


truth - over a single circuit of 
Nad Al Sheba's camel track, but 
since the course is seven miles 
round, and camels are not quite 
so fleet of foot as thorough- 
breds. the spectators had plen- 
ty of lime to ponder such 
nagging questions as where, 
precisely, the field was. 

The distant glim of metal 


from its accompanying motor- 
cade offered the only, occa- 
sional clue, though it was 
quickly clear from the closed- 
circuit television that the pride 
of Qatar was going ominously 
well in front. *Th*T form hook 
comment would have read 
“soon led. staved on well from 
six miles out", and the constant 


attentions of the child on his 
back (the jockeys are aged be- 
tween seven and 1 1 1 ensured 
that he would not be stopping 
up the long - incredibly !■ mg - 
home straight. If Nad Al She- 
ba's stewards employed the 
British “six hit" rule, even,- run- 
ner would have been disquali- 
fied within the first inn vards. 


Club may go for the doctor after McCoy case Punters jump on Band wagon 


The Jockey Club may seek to 
provide its own medical staff at 
racecourses in. the wake of the 
Tony McCoy incident. Thicks 
make their own arrangements 
with local medical practitioners, 
as was the case with Uttoxeter 
and Dr Andrew Toman, who er- 


roneously signed McCoy off 
to 21 by 


for 10 days, increased 
the Gub's chief medical officer 
Dr Michael Tinner on Mondry, 


& 


after a fall eight days ago. 

r of safety procedures 


Areviewi 
and instructions at courses was 


commenced by Turner last sum- 
mer. “The difficulty is that if you 
have qualified people with dear 
instructions, it is reasonable to 
expect them to cany out those 
instructions, and the instructions 
in this case were perfectly 
dear," David Pipe, head of 
Jockey Cub public affairs, raid. 

“Michael Turner is compiling 
his report ami making consul- 
tations, and there are a number 
of options, including the provi- 
sion of doctors at courses by the 
Jockey Gub. It has considerable 


financial implications, but it is 
a possibility." 

Reports from the Uttoxeter 
derk of the course. David 
McAllister, and Turner dealing 
with the McCoy incident are 
also expected by Tony Good- 
hew, the Gub’s director of 
racecourse services, within the 
next fortnight. 

Dave Robert’s, McCoy's 
agent, has offered his co-oper- 
ation to ensure a similar situa- 
tion to McCoy’s does not arise 
again. “The main thing is that 


the whole thing is not swept un- 
der the carpet," Roberts said. “It 
is a serious mistake and it is no 
good saying everyone's sorry 
and then allowing the whole 
thing to be forgotten about. 

“W? don't want someone’s 
head and we don't want blood. 
We just want the Jockey Gub to 
do something to make sure this 
kind of thing doesn’t happen 
again. Nobody is invincible and 
everybody makes mistakes. 
Someone at the Jockey Gub has 
made a rick, and that happens." 


Suny Bay. Smiths Band and 
Tunc For A Run were the hors- 
es supported yesterday for the 
Grand National on Saturday 
week, while Chris Maude has 
been engaged to ride Dextra 
Dove. 

With Richard Dunwoody 
booked to ride Smiths Band for 
Jenny Pitman and Jamie Os- 
borne Unking up with Suny 
Bay. punters had an incentive 
to support that pair. Suny Bay 
is now 10-1. from 14-1. with 
Ladbrokes, while Smiths Band 


is 16-1. from 25-1. with the same 
firm. J P McManus's Tune For 
A Run. al reach' backed with big 
money, has been cut to 12*1. 
from 16-1. by Coral. The firm 
took one bet of £1.MU0 at ln-1. 

Simon Earle snapped up 
Chris Maude's services for Dex- 
tra Dove after being delighted 
with the 10-year-oU since he put 
up a lifeless display in the Rac- 
ing Post Chase at Kempton 
last month. 

“He's come back from some 
physio on his shoulders and 






2JD Moonshine* 
240 Northern Fan 
210 Prince Danzig 
3.40 ZUac (nb) 


HYPERION 

4J0ZAna 

440 Broughtons Ttmnofl 
5JLQ Dust Dancer 


GREYHOUND HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 added lm 2f 
Penafty Value £2741 

0O2m 2BM(17n(ta)l(BteaacJ«aDDPMw5?U) PM Eddery 9 




546140 HA80LD0N (523) (D) tUrr* frock fcsacatKj B Pa*tg898 _T Sprake 2 

23641-4 SUWET BSfflE tS5) p) (J E Ms) S Da* 5 9 S AMfr(S)l 


053000- 0MSBDU)(15^{D9OaefQa«UBreUdtU0an«r59 7. 


_T Qtaa 3 V 


GOING: Good to Firm (Good in places*. 

STALLS: tnadt 0BAW ADVANTAGE: Lot* from 5f to Im.. 

■ Rtefa-hand, usdnbdnjf eoarar, with a toraigbl Djllf. 

■ Course h 2m SE of efty otT Afi. Leicester station {London, Si Paocraa - Sief&cJri tine) 
2m. ADMISSION; One endnsweSP (QAPsSCX Free accords. CA&PAKK: Free. SU- 
wr Bintt CkrP*rt-S IS adopt* cv sal four occupants. . . 


662-000 OBELOS (USA) (12) (D) [(Shots Anrto Feed frtducts IBS MsgStWcn 69 6 .... 

MTetdMt4 


063m »UMra»flS35d9eR*rer>B3M*7sr993 — 

3M-406 SCBaaBS(S)MsCtnaieJctirscraflHMin6tereM91. 


_JIItoriCy7 


325-134 Ml HUM DANCER (22) (M E itogiesl W Bnstrorme 6 B 9 . 

404000- MOWN NECTAR (176) (Dr J M IN04 G BsBrg 4 85 

-9dee freed - 


_F Lynch (3) 6 


.. — S Ornate 5 V 


■ LEAPING TBAUflitS WITH KDKNKBS:KHauwn— 57 winners bom 1 56 runners 
jjh-es a Mxtssiaila of IT. I** and a profit to ail tore) Mete ctUHM; J Dunlap — 
21 Mimas, 115 ninnas, 18.31b. -SOSO; U Bran — 13 -retnnera, 88 runners, 14.8%. 
+45I.KJ; P Cole — 12 itlnncre, 98 runners, IXJNb, -i41i)3. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: PstBriderjr — 30 nkmi, 154 rides, 30.4%. -i liKfc L De*r 
tort — aOnmiMn, r4Sivfcs.au*. -ei 1 . 16; J Weaver— t7nbaeas, Kinds. 30.5%. 
+58-1.75: W CaraoB — 18 winners, 90 rides, lfti% -428.10. 

BUNKERED FUtST TWE: Saftcr-J (—40): Iadbm Nectar (visored) (140L 
WINNERS JNTTE1AST SEVEN BAYS; None. 

XONG-IH5UNCEEUNNEES:fflaiUBCBo(X40) 4 Errors (4. 10) ftavr been sat 183 
Ly B R IMbm from Kentabeare. Drem 


•A wm 



mu 


BESCABY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D)£4y900 added 3YO 
lm Penalty Value £3^46 

5 BUBBUrC232){ladS»aiiMn0 JDirtopSO XDotoyT 


BETTWfc 5-2 Bmedd, 4-1 Bdac, 9-2 Soviet WMa. 6-1 SCatetemo, 7-1 M F«on Done*. 10-1 
Obetoa. scetarts. 14-1 rts rotdoo. frKflm Nectar 
1996: Oran ft* 58 13 * Chri4-1 (lady Hemes) 33 ran 
FORM GUIDE ' 

□AN BGOiD showed useM form to 1995, wring (our times, but consequently found life 
10401 lest season. SHI. he did shepe as € retarnfng plenty of atotoy. inducing when nn- 
nJrg wen. though witnout maMng the frame, m a couple of tough autumn handicaps, and 
he has snee done Mck Chaimon croud owr hurates. wmng at Windsor ana running irwo 
m Bo a tteom Shuffle m a Chettenham handicap. He will certanjy need 10 rutongs-pius 
this season after finding it hand id lay mowr a mfle lasuerm, but me upW finish w«l help 
and he is Secomrg n-pre senetofy handcapped B&tn. He b. tor example, fito better tor the 
(mo lengths and a half by winch flhilai {then with Julie Cedli beat Mm nhen they »«ne 
second and third m a Haycock handicap iaa September. Soviet Bride can go well if the 
ground retains some bounce, dux ner consistency maws the hanOcapper 4n ervemy. wh<e 
course and atswnco tamer ZUec showed «a ability to cany e«Chf oben tunning an an> 
aieuis' handicap under 12st last May. Front-runners often go wefl when fersh so Shaia- 
taano rrigrt not be easy to peg bach, wtvfc a test-run race vefl help Mil Fain Dancer, 
who w best on the afrweamer but has two turf wn$ m her name and a good dalmer on 
tor back. SrHectlOa: DANEGOLD 


UUESir MW Pmefthd Sdrwu 9 o* 9 o . 


■322- HQOfCWNEHfUSAJilflB} (Barer Gwnttenann)Gi*teffi90_ 
PBf FBBO (B Ha®ajW Hag^sSO . 


50 SB0R SUB tm fteny HttJ 0 Budd 9 0_ 


TOteiS 

— uni 

Ji Catena 6 

SDmm4 


400 


45- s»T*UOT(Ua) WB.FPac^l^«8H8nnan90- 

SMAR SIOBM fTFItewi MBM9 O. 


3-2 im» BUFFO (BKBFliUsnolatarehoB Mahan 90- 
- 8 declared- 


JtetOdayS 

M Fadm 3 

ta 


BEITWOc 2-LTMta RuUb, Hr* Mo wti l te ar . 8-1 Hea rty . 6-1 BoNtfy. 7-1 Pan Weed. 8-1 Sr T* 
bet, 10-lSdar8tnrei, 66-lSfcwSter 
1966: ftnal Canada 3 9 0 R Mi^ies 10-U ID ladoj 12 tan 
FORM QUIDS 

Paul Colo won the Wes' maUen (Keythcape States) with a Fahd Salman nmcomer. Om- 
Ma, m 1994 and It Is uwly that Majesty, in the same ownwsrnp, wilt go wel in tfas. But, 
being by Sadlefs WWs out of the BtusftftgQoom mare Pttncess nrwte. it is posable that 
Majesty ** need more of a stamina test before he starts wirwiig, esoeoaby as to was ap- 
parentlyiDobada«*ltqiunatwo.PeflftleadBndSolarStoi»i 8 rettieotharn 8 woorri- 
ere and boh hail ton jntfs capable of preduoa^ a fttst-bme winner, but TUTA RUmi tan 
on with real gusto whan second toZarecdj over Doncaster's seven ftatengs last FiVay and 
probably cfld wsA to fnsh tete than alengyh behina me vonner 0 «en thBt he was held up 
m a sreaoiyrun race. He shapes as f the area furlong wS soil ton. although theta ts a fair 
bn of pace in he ped^ee. and ha shaped we> on m sole twang tael year when dwd tn 
Deceit's Salisbury maiden i7fl m October after being. checked twice. Bcuuy, who was a 
May leal, proved short of pace m a sawn-ftirtorg Kempson maiden last Au&st but sbfl man- 
agoa a.promftthg fifth of 12 to Bareap. sir TWbot, who ran tmee within a week last Octo- 
ber. s by Aidrosa and oomd be one tar nwneo-dtstanca hanApaps, wMe Moonahtmr, out 
of Moling. well be tuned up for tn«s but ts rittcutt ® assess: He chased name Wolf 
MoirtBtfi aiVarWan teshral Outmg. SetecttoK TITtA RUFTO 


GADS8Y HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7^00 added 3Y0 7f Penal- 
ty Value £5,775 

421344 MWADB8E (209) (H M Breraa) M Chamon 9 7 JtPsdsnU 

54413- Z4BM(lW(IHfni**AAFasri)JCtelB)91 XDartcy2 


51- 

062- 


1VCOON 6H. tUO} (F C I Vtasorl B Meemn 8 U.. 
DOC WANS (IM) {P J fbwil M l^en 8 9- 


_M Tebbud 7 


-Btteterl 


3330 BAftlTONE (152) drrflSunyWrgj J 

0644- KBWRRA (213) fG Palmen B R M4mor 36 — 


3Mm3 


-TSpntofl 


424- PlAtSR U ANOUR dEO) IM Taborl N Cata^en B 5. 


1-42U2 THE WYANDOTTE PM (13) (D) IS A F*ndcn) R HCftrshtad 8 4_ 
650015- TRADME ACES tlST) (R P 8 Md«**on\ M Bel 7 13 


-PatEteay 4 


— F lynch (3)8 
-9 Md6*b (S) 11 


10 030313- BEfURN OF AMN IU8) (Dj (Shefci Amn Dartwfl J BetfitJ ? 12 MHroyt3)U 

21 225(00- USTf«»NCEfia3)«anwWllBdneDOi69ne712 NCariWaB 

12 000033- ADMITS MIGHT (138) (M MeVnes-Ouctel K Btfke 7 10 F Norton 5 

-Udactnd- 


ry an\ B«l£SDONSajJNGSIAKES (CLASS G)(DIV0 £2^00 added 
' 7f Panalty VShie £2^77 


531250 NORXHEM FAN (10) SpeedWiGoxo) NTrtteSSlL. 

064000 B)tt*ll*I®ffll»3)|JJESWV4*rinR«a(S597 

0M5P04) CEHBER*08)(PRKheelertJSn«tn8 97. 


KMty7 


JIMbCSB 


CQS-6S2 FBSTGOlDtraWiflDSanaHU JWWW897. 
OQOOOfr BaFIBNjAOO) WMean) JowiAhamSS 7. 


_Dccfen O’Shea 8 
KMtanlfl 


6660-55 SOVOCW BUIE (8tB fNfc Am OS# P ftogay 40 9 


r«*n9B 


051623- BMAHDABG(S3)(n (Wares Fteang)«Ba«a0e492 
5004)50 DHES-C (41) IDhes-C Pacnatfao) R HoSnstead 4 9 3 

Q LADY XDIIAiTE (59) (SGftasidd 780 4 92 

000-0 NMI«WEWlUisJuK4tefflUPI»o492 


H>ya(7)lia 


BETTSIG:3-lBBtam Of Aten. MUM, IM lyenon Sri, 13-2 Bsrfiuw. &2 Tte Wyrotatte too. 
10-1 last OtenoB, PbM’D'AnoK 111 Matedecfc. 12-1 Doc RyanS, Kamam 14- lToOng Aces. 
16-1 Always A«it 

199& Wewnan's Wejyi 38 91 Pentr 5-2 {R Hoteidieadi 5 on 

FOAI GUIDE 

Karin Dailey ffA to Know ZAtMA last season, wnmng a lasx-0ound Redcai nuneiy over 
OKS trip on John Dunlop's My in September and then rung her to be thro n a one-mife 
nursery at Yarmouth a month btar. Zaroa naa previously tooted unsuaed to Epsom when 
fourth ui Qytowc tn a maiden there, but that atfbn showed ner us be gprng the ngn nay 
after she was too green to do herself justice in tor test two races in fair company. She & 
the tentaftw ctace tor a lytxcaiJy-wtty three-year-olds' handtrap in wwch tyeooo Girt rates 
as one of the more praeessfte types. Her October defeat of Ptatslr O’ Amour came at a 
ome when Brian Meenan's juvendes were canyng afl before them, but $ne should go weB 
here oath the ares furlong sure to be to her advantage. Ptats* D'Amour, a sister to Dane 
. Ml Dancer, began her career by running in Ascot’s Blue Seal States and Nevnie Canadian 
wN be been to get a wm from tot. Baritone wfl f*» thts tr® and can improve, wtnle Re- 
turn Of Amtn ended last season a tiff i note and coula tesa these with Man Herey reduc- 
ingnls Diaden to 7st 90, enhou^i n Is IMy that a softer sunna test win snow James 
Bethel rs Saise coC n b better IlghL Mrtaderie ran respectably in some good races last 
year, deluding in usds) company at Bsden-Baded. so can go we4 despite top wei#<L 

’ : ZAJMA 


BHBI BONN >tfrs Uary Rtsboumei W BtebnriW 4 9 2 
000 HOTM(imfTftPBaisrt0aJ*S386 



BEfUNGe 2-1 Beg And A 6ft, IM B«t 6oH 7-2 Norttefli fte. UM BacttandR, MUtJ, 14-1 
OtMfrC. Sutotem Ada, 20-1 other* 

1998: Cdattne 6 9 7 G MSeU 6-1 UL Hams) 11 ran 

FORM GUDE 

NORTHBM FAN O ran rung ter oefew the tarns he tfmred fcr Atec Stewart (set May. Our 
he ooud sua be of vanning mi s. The firs: of hs too Wtifrerhafnw on wtb fty Siw- 

art IE montfs an was a tn a earner when canywg 10ft rfi a mfie 

tbeowed by beam Cashmere Lady and My GNteymOT i*f*&** ^ 

tees geemaraogrriielevant now, but he ted tteiaasarttoregwge r torn Bag F ien fMtrncitWi 
I bought n fre. 4 . 000 acsi and then ran a respectable reca at Wotvqhampgm me nMtre 

when second ro SoKter Ccwa He nas sai» ctsme ureoa* m a coupte of Sou»^ ctenwre, 

but this retter has a weak look BegAadgtt im » Wanmcav dartor ^ t^ mp laM ^n- 
mer when ridden ey Fier^f Lynch, but to* aM of «w to come as Herat Th is me. 
tides PhafcC to h* guv'nar. Reg Hoiteshead. bwitegr bote up ■ytng'L Kn* SoM. 
to from me aO-wEather. has won eight tacesm ras career, which pu te m ost o f Ufe Wto 
Vwme. A line through Sotoer toe gives him e^ry eftanre ^li« Norgtom Faro wrtte 

Raftrevj^Mtsra^tmsttnefem. Selection: NORTHBW 


rifAfll B8-LESDON SELLWG STAKES (CLASS G) (DIV 0) £2^00 
adtted 7f Penalty V^ue £2pT7 

RCodroieTV 

HKfc9 


00-1530 DAHIWH AJSA) (22) (P) (WOfford) 8 Smai 69 IT.. 
640010 SRONn t BC 02) M IPaJ Dean) M Jchraton 4 & 12 ■ 


_R PKfnm 2 V 


430520 AStRNL VMtOBi (10) (M S Sauntesf M Samfers 59 7- 

IV AUCHSP£CXJUKE(129 (B Julf£d J D Judgei JLHans 49 7 F tattoo 3 


100265- BB0UQ<m»lU)M0L(l4Q|Xda^an&AtebMWiFWUraiai897-. 


DRFOLFRMGE (W 8 Intecri G CUitiyO 4 9 7- 
404606 BUBAHZ (150) ft I Goreyl C Srrafi 5 9 7 . 


6 

7 

8 

9 000000 «WF00ISEl>S{7«fawsftrT6HBWiga«Cft|ham593 

ID 632-025 ZElAYAflA) (CJftnraaoGlMcenf 4 92 

U 030466 sUHUSi«lE1WX)Of29ffheUeyUbPwtiienhgiiPMoorar386 


JtoBMnyU 
—.6 Carter 11 


004050 F4NCytC5KM(2B) fUSV MHBRS)PMShe4 492> 


,.WJOt5orror8 
-.Jiitavffli 
— B Hafts (3)5 
M Bachelor (7) 6 


12 


005- COHIWH. FKEIUC (1B0I JGVouig) AFCEW 3 8 1 - 

- 12 declared - 


-D Hayos (7) 12 B 
.TSprata* 


Tinl KINGFISHER HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4400 added lm 3f 
183jfds Penalty YSalue £4344 

41-5532 PSted BftKZJGOCHDi lA h Uftoi) 0 Uuxsy9rim P 9 10 BHBia 


41-5532 HUE MM6 IMHW lA h D w ay aro i w«-~ nCSEf* 

2 00060- BteeKLSCOW(2»3)f ; t^GKn^i , WW'MP«*498 

3 60064 XBft»iaElJ6WSpiBmfflAaw4^)Sttoo*495 Wtaaou 

A 152620 


BE77MC 46 teafdtaniltenBft 34 Sbcotatea; 114>Site|aft 11-1 Astral tomdac 12,1 Contrcl 
Fraah, Sarenervlto WwnL M-l Zdaya, ttspel Pttace. 26-1 Ftacy Daaei, Ifttewta, 2S1 others 
199ft: see diaaon one 

FORM GUIDE 

BROUGHTON’S TURMOIL had Pat foUery an board when utone a ttrmtxon handicap fTTt 
under 9st llto last Augrst and the race mem tie clockwork. Eddeiv made full use of his 
mxn's node teaw without 9tang bored hand the rates an eas&- looking tesfc. Bnx®tton'» 
Tiamod ran an e«er> better race in defeat when a dose second at Newmartei m October 
and to looks well m with &efy mam danger Shontatoe. mo would be gening *eigbi m a 
handicap. Sotochon: BROUGHTON'S TURMOIL 


. UH» JUMP UC UPOIJ 7 

A 152620 BCUUBS HT01D m m .’V 0 u SauTtAa 791 

5 ■ill 025- RraousSDUE (USIQ [223} fO) ;VX SjRSnBftf P lArory 591 

’ E* 


* ora* iiorBUaui^^' p - 1 ^ w ^ iTr’ 

<* 1 IfgSCNE y 041 <C P» u A&af B .? ^ 

9 notoMrre VBWS83R P«T ^ ',») rt Baag^iiar 484 

10 40060D Mgy krg BH3H31 (13) iSJHjsS3CHfts»flii®4 T10 

n wswii ccwhwe ti3«^ ^ 


12 


CTO* CONucfflE IW'* 1 ‘ V** Z , 1 . 1T1I 1 

flfflff (CASBW CUBS 0» FJ .£&?**** « 7 ID 

tteunofK 7y r.a. '-Jt rar±'-3? weges Co rsarie id ^. K^S yn Tg 5tt- 



R1Q 


KEY7HORPEMAH3B4 STAKES (CLASS D) £4300 addstf3YO 
fflfies 7Y Penalty Value £3,646 

0064) AfltanCQtraWJC'JOhwmRWfeweraU .Vktorta Appleby m3 

53- DUST DANCER U90) (Hacmonds Sun J Dnop 8 11 PatEOdreyA 

0- KEUEMTIMriUSV (23S) Owefcy SM) J Fan*** fill KfMceS 

& WffrcnCX(Z23) (MssDLWaeluau 1 Jertes8 11 8Darfcy9 

IWr-J»<MtePMaSenniM995iWdnail Rite*, [3)8 

PERLEIH0RTC (tte Srsareti Fan) M BeS S 11 MFMM10 


5420- PlCITysWB>a59iNJteSteg)NSai«a^Sll. 
soura CHfltt SEA (C I waesi P Cta 8 1L. 


_T Spraks 2 

-TQriflnS 


«4WirM aropig tv t'o. ■- ' t - . i iimiiiiiiiii>i m hininTTu 

fiEnWB: M W«i Scud. 7-2 

Un* 2M OeTte HUM “**• 

1998: Wa aem 55s ft Gasn ler- 

ey mxpsn Eoosryaxs --u n gcod ortenrfien second to Ta- 

5*2“*** « marou" ne bast raw far Wchael 

that Stolid Scot am mrra-.e W ux*y Btoe wfl oe worth 

** iWWSson wnw arth at IS hs beff. but « WE wto 

™“« tsefe ew nuttHes * J '' n C’-s e heralre»pe0 wsh a flecem chance 

P& ct t*i is&sl fa.e fjgv* T J 1 lfrTirry hMacne twer the course 

•"■f® ®tettti Lre prince iwnif is a Bd^mn soeosiiei on 

551 },J,K vx ^ oesA ~T^Mn wetto and® w* »«iiib sure sn «m at- 
" m J Taariiirniair hK- «*-> * C** bean wei , Tin — imtfie monEV 

WwFiteSril-e tsu-ee after tar, ^threewms. 


DtSASCO 14ZZ llod Arersn) B Meetan 8 11. 


WCT0RH HOUSE fUn A N CSm|M4«rns> M HaacnOfc 8 11 . 
-IPdadared- 


M Tcbbott 1 

5 Dnane 7 


BOTBia 84 Bret Prewar. 11-4 SaatbCWa Sea. 9-2 m a rrn Ian , B-l llroeri y Ray. 141 Far- 
todwrpe, 16-1 Pretty Sharp, 14-1 VfchHto Home, 25-1 otbare 
1996: kner Ode 3 B 11 J Red 4-1 (POtBppie-l%orni If ran 
fORMGUDE 

DUST DANCER, a Sueue Dancer ftfly whose winning refat Ires include Butene and Zmsi- 
ebun. cotod snfl need a bn of nme and expertence but she draped wefl on both juvertee 
starts, mdutSng when thud to UtchangM m me Blue Seal States, at Ascot m September, 
and she fc Wefy to mate a txAS btf IP ttos rnakJer wtn «k Eortery m tft eattae. south 
Cbtea Sea. a Robtoflno fitly representing Cole and Quinn, and Tabasco inz. by Saw cut 
Of MetodyPKti, coute well be above jvera^. wfrie Heewniy Ray shaped ucfl. tnouftf un- 
ptaced, on her Lingfield dabut last August consldenng she was dnfied m the mate! and 
lumped me pom over four furlongs out. Haring sad froL it wsen't the honest of races. 

Selection: DUST DANCER 


MUSSELBURGH 


HYPERION 

220 Salamanca Z50 Lotgooft 3v20 Johayro 350 
Kathryn^ Pet 4^0 Termon 450 Itafian Symphony 


GOING: IfoMil iCmi-l ip Firm in buck .sanuKto I. 

STALLS: Knimd ucurv - t»*ic Straigiii iuuis>e - Tar -irlr. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: lllCh numhrr<.bm Tor m .tk Im. 

■ Kijchl-haiid uoi rtAUxr with uphl Hint, 

■ Rutccputw is IH\- mi!-> c«a of Edmbun^i on A I . Bus linl from 
Edlnhuijdi -uuon ’.m. .AD MISSION: Huh 5 1 1 (juniors lb-1’ 4 
studmts IGliTuxitvills SC i OAT’S und um-niph,j»<l 1 11 .'.room- 
panKti under- iGs Tn.v. CAR PARK: Frw. 


SIS 


RWSNe 


3 204Q60- TROPICAL BEACH (142) (O) J ftny^ 9 5 . C lawther f71 3 
S 51260 61 IAW6H (Mi (Dim Meade J 9 6 D Sweeney i5) 12 

5 800CCO- GORETSH (139) IDj N Trhler 4 96 JCanofll3 

6 234630- ZAfN DANCER {203| Dtfchols 5 91— -Alex Greaves 10 

7 JOHAYRO (1391 (D ) ) GMe 4 90 .ACtriuneG 

6 lWCHPAH7YttZ»:»toff£is56I3 DafeSfcsorS 

9 509100- SARABI (139) (D) J PcaiCc 3 8 12 C Teazle (314 

10 360510 LEADING PRINCESS (129) ID) Mss L Farrar 6 B 10 

I BranMI (5) 11 B 

U lOOJOtt QIKENS CHECH (103) (CO) Mes J Osn- 1 A 9S Webster 8 B 

12 023246 RED ROMANCE (140) Derws Srrwi 3 S 8 .. . LCtramodiS 

13 0000-10 ANOTiBt MGHTMARE (10) (D) R Mcflctar 566. 

T VUaa 14 

14 301436 SUNSET HAREOUR (210) (D) 5 Itewi'to 4 6 7 J Fortune 7 

- 14 declared - 

BETTING: 4-1 2ria Dancer, 5-1 Gi La Heh, 9-1 Cnemcast. 8-1 leading 
Princes*. Red Romance. 10-1 Tropical Bead), Iwcb Party. 12-1 others 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Thorn Loon Doutc f-V-.iV' I Lfair 
Soantfc Leg&i * T^Jar i I.SIL 
TVTN7HERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAVX: Sum 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: .VbAiviy l-'. -H las l--< n m.-W C l 
miloe hy M T'lwir'in from Upper UimL,«im Bcrfc+u.-: Gi La flieh 
I LJO| 4 Soldier Core i.l.lt' i -Gi mil'-' In Manjm Mere le In mi 

Sier«an. U'drelm. 


3.50 


STONEYBANK MEDIAN AUCTION MAID- 
EN STAKES (CLASS F) £3,450 lm 4# 


9 OH I CARLYLE PLACE MAIDEN AUCTION 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3,450 added 2Y0 5f 


CAFT** BUSS K' TrtW 8 10. 


JCarrall 
I Fortune 3 


GOOD FOR YOU S •‘smeMfl B 10 _ 

MCHALONG M Brtan 8 2- — lOunuxAS 

91NSHBC PET J I (INs* 8 J_ JFrentog4 

HEAUSIUT ABSIONE ° F.-an? 80 IF Egan 2 

SALAMANCA J0mv 80 PFess«y(5)6 


1 00400- NORDIC fiffT (2S1 ) Ub t> Ihomsm *913- 0Peas{3)5 

J JOJfrW HCARD(2)FMutreJ513 JFaraii«7 

3 Wf-2 STRETCHNG (21| ; 3al^ -1 9 13- 3>Vte^tt4 

4 *36050- KAIHRWS PEI C140I Mre M RMRy 4 9 li ACofiane3 

5 6 ABA1ANY (154) M Dianiv/i 3 8 7 __ JF^i6 

6 5 UOUNTAMEBt (241 M Bes 3 6 7 J Tate 2 

7 THBSt AGAIN P 3 B 7 J-Chamockl 

- 7 declared - 

BETTING: 6-4 Stretotosg. 3-1 MountaiMer. S-l Abajany. 6-1 Kfltbryn's 
Fat. 12-1 Picard- Ttonk Again. 16-1 Nonbe Qfl 


7 0 Fn£TBMCaf7)WM*rp7L2 JQriim7 

-7 declared - 

BETIlfG; 94 Captate Bbs. 11-4 Satonanca, 3-1 Kereranly Abstone. 8- 
1 kidulong. 10-1 ftreaUne Pet 12-1 Good For Yco. 14-1 Filey Brfgg. 


A On] MAYFIELD SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS 
_I^lJ G) L3JQ00 added lm 


2.50 


PINKIE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
added 2m 


301250 PETOSXM (T) J Peara 5 9 10 NW&raiiA 

60PQ5fr SIMAHtR(349) R-lan 899 JFanmngl 

4000-52 IHOWTOWI ESTATE 164)14 Twiner 4? 3 

Dean Mctaown 6 

4/06440- UN*CflOFT|lS7>SAs'tJ«*«5B10 1 Forte* 3 


OOOSOf- LORD ADVOCATE (140| (C) 0 rjoon 969 JfVriqUS 

422G- SIPWUlYCnY (889)10 R UcteOf 386 .T)»Hta»2 

214246- HERE COMES WRBC (220| WSwy 58 7 -M Kennedy 9 

006010- TAGWAV (12S) K Camadii 4 8 5 LOwnodi 12 

113215 BOLDEN HADEB? (42) (D) U Rpan 68 4 JQuam 13 

FBESTAIE10BEIN (1S9J F Wocon 4 8 2 J BrrenhH (5) S 

OQH'46 BHW(297)LLf»>581 DaleG8scnl4 

43-4566 I4NCRH) MISCHIEF (274) rBrlsr 6 Bl_. ... 

Daren Moffett (3) 7 


J RUNNING GREEN {621 (D) 0 LWW 6 9 10_ 

Barren Moffaa 13] U 

2 ^422£J SHERAZr30)(D)(BnMrv-)et596 J0mTlrlJcr3 B 

? 3-ViW- KNAVE (2B8) ? MonsertP 4 & 7 JtS*edl7j7V 

J 10-W3 TBtMON (179) (CO) l.fa'. I Ptrran 1 r * 7 I Fortune 6 

o 26034 50UNDSIBSAL(12I f5sre4 9 7— JFEs»5B 

6 OiiOJu TA1AR (USA) (80) l.t 0X5 5 ? 4 Date Gfcsao lfl B 

7 002026- DCri2S81lC)M«LftenM1194 .J Canon 12 V 

S jWiJJ>5 HARRITS TREAT (36) J LEvre593 _Rleppta2 

3 W-202 niB«lGlNPAlBSa3)MWWUn4 93 

-- Dean MdtecMi 4 

10 6 G»0t ROSEATE LODGE (31) (D) S IWMl 13 ft 2 — 

Jenny Banacn 17) 14 

11 2-JWI6 WESTERN VENTURE (131) ft Mrtolte J ? 2-- TWBarol 

12 243055- RATTLE 1251) D rraaa 4 9 l. PFassey(5)13 

13 atm SOUi&II COVE (131 t.: l.^joe J 30 - OSteerwy(5) 9 

14 643000 RJNKY<38|Dtef.iliJ ?0 Alex Greaves 8 

- 14 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 SottCsr Cove. 9-2 Erentag tn Pads. 5-1 Steal. 6-1 Sounds 
LegaL 10-1 Termon. Diet. U-l otter* 


13 064050- RARD MOVBt (210) 0 Motel ID 7 12_. .J* Fereey (SIS I 

14 000000- MOROSK lEfflO (251) U< 0 Tharsn 5 7 11 — D Itetgit 15 

15 54-0 TH0W70UN HOUSE W 7 JCi. JMcA*r T7) 10 V 

-lSdectored- 

Mtomum ne^c 7s lCUb. Tne- .Unfcap ne(Ju: Tb-wtoon teu» rs Mi 

BEnwft 94 tare Comes tartto. S-l GoUen tadeer. 61 Petotan. Taptay. 
8-1 Longeron. Thoretorer Estate. 29-1 tote. 20-2 ethers 


4.50 


ST0NEYH8J. MADEN HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4,200 added 3YO lm 


BRUNTON HALL HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
I £4,200 added 5f 

4-22605 CHEMCAST (19) (CO) J L E>« 4 10 0 RlappinlB 


3J20 


2 13000- SWN 41 WHAUET (150) (CDl R ftter,- 5 9 13 — R Waste (7> 2 


1 45663 2 TTAUAH SVMPHQHY (10) U AjW-ji* 9 7 JCarrall 1 

2 »5 KROSNO 122) S I'.MKFrt- 6 6 J0i*«6 

3 OOOW»-5 MANHATTAN DIAMOND (19) * Batev 6 5 — _D Wr«tt5 

4 OCO- SILVER BUTTON (139) S heeler- 2l e 5 _ J Fortune 3 

5 0OJ P01ARGX (24| T & Barer. (■? .1 Ctiamoch 4 

6 002400 CHAMPAGNE ON EE (173) P Eiare 6 0 .JFEg»2 

-Cdedared- 

BETTIN6: 11-10 hafiaa Symphony. 4-1 Kiesao. 61 Potartre. 7-1 Mae- 
batte Dlamnd. 8-1 Champagne On lea. 10-1 SRver Burton 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

230 One Off The Rail 3j00 Awesome Power 
3^0 Sdy Slade 4 j 00 Enchanting Eve 430 East- 
leigh 5-00 Motet 


GOING: API" karri STALLS: liv4ik-. «<vte "■( ts Im (,hOn.I-\I. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: L»« fi.tr 5f a lif. 

■ Lt-U-hand, ^harp 'inurv- (Elqiuimlc surTscc-r. 

■ Cmww b MUiUwaa ot town rm B3UI Luuditod .<»Jucm i .-ti-iI 
hj- Lortorm VVvm I adjolra- <uur«'. ADMISSION: Henhre L' : *. 
Tadirsalb 59. CAR PARK: Dub S:t- n-jraunrU-T Tn-o. 


3 2-61163 SAaYSlADC|K)|C01Ci:,-3!r5ftO.._ DBig^l 

4 U»i004 MUAS (14) (CD) l l.brv«>: Han 4 9 0 Dane ONefl S 

l 6;<|J40- TUSCAN aWfflUS9» (CO) jBcr>7 SO.. P Reports 15) 2 

C 206320 IDRO SKY (26) (C) IDl A BariA 6s7 £ Sander* 4 

7 152514 IVORY’S GRAB HRS (3) ICO) h Mry 4 7 !C 

Martai Dwyre (3) 7 B 

-7 declared - 

(I8nirr.ur «sigh( 7a 190. Tii“ norrfcac l < oij i Oret' rerv 7a Jcr 

BEITWG: 5-2 SaBy Slade. 4-1 Princely Soteid. 9-2 Mijas. SI telly’s Grab 
Hire. Spender. SI Tuscan Dawn. 12-1 Lord Shy 


Yhftl BARRY DENNIS BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP 
^• w l (CLASS D) £4300 added 3YO 7f 


SIS 


racwq 

CIWWEL 


BLINKERED PTRST TIME: Roreilee Koy»> < i.’JWI 
WINNERS IN THE L.4ST SEVEN DATS: BvtoWKi 1 1 e'lrom 
hereon Wi.ndoj- . 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Tuscan tore (il.’kU bn- l«-n 
JBi* nuk? by J Berry from (".nterham. LanrapJwc. 


230 


060-iW 

612106 

0034 


45S34B 

02M0-0 

5 


BETTING: 6-4 
10-1 


COLD AS CHARITY CLAIMNG STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,300 added lm 4f 

AT UBD77Y IS) (Q P Mariopn 5 9 10. DoneDTfcB6 

OfC OFF HE RAR U*) (CD) <1 L l.l«re 7 3 OS WWvnrtfi 1 
BBIOUM PRINCE f23j (O) Mrs L Snirs 10 8 ICO HoBand 2 
SASHA DANCSt 1103) 5 Hvjs J 9 9- —G F**ner (5) 4 

LIMK (13) hhcry* 8 4 Math Daqwr (3) 3 

WWGNUT (33) R infram 4 3 1 A McOorri 5 B 

RCSA1S ROYALS (30) i torg 5 7 13 ieesa Dreg 7 B 

-7 declared - 

At liberty. 9-4 One OtI The Rad. 6-1 laMi. 8-1 Wmffmt. 
Prince. 20-1 State Dancer, 26-1 Iteaba Royta 


1 251210 EAGBT ID PLEASE (7) TCI (Ah Un Meua, 9 7._ 

DHoland SB 

2 051215 ENCHANTING EVE (12) (CO) C Alter' 9 3 -Marita Dwyer (31 2 

3 4X3J- G0PI (146) ft nsrrcri 9 0 -Dane OlteR 4 

i 522126 (EVER 60LFCHARGBI 112) (CD) T 1 6 

S Sanders 3 

5 WO PIWDECint»»0m(liat.iL>«'.T;62. .JWoto (3) 1 
-Saedared- 

BCmufi: 04 Goto. 9-1 Eager To Please. 7-2 Encheoting Eve. 4-1 Haver 
GoH Cnargef. 12-1 Pro De Clermont 


4.30 


GIFT HORSE HANDICAP STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added lm 


3.00 


APPLE A DAY SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
G) £2,875 added lm 2f 

, 019-224 AWESOME P0WBI (371 (CO) (BF) J Hu 11 9 4 ...A Ctorti 6 

2 04-1545 HATIASUNSM«(14](CD)GL«aore79 4AMietenf3l5 

3 CBCUS COLOURS (L051) (D) ,i Nt*jc 7 9 12S Wtonmrth 2 
£ 454 330- DUCOMBE tail USB) C Cyter * 6 13... .DBt&B 

5 OOWCO KOMODO pOjj long 5 8 12 ieeselra«4B 

6 B300W- MOaflWB0r(40Z)tlBL.te««el6S12SBpblea«cteI(Sl3 

7 000650 ffBCAOOUS (121 ? frees 4 8 7 Oftfflre7 

S 1CS-50& TOMAB {23) ID) D Uare 4 0 7 .6 Fataner |5) 1 

-SdecMred- 

armNG: 7-4 ArwKMia Bower. 94 ttatta Sutshbe. 3-1 Ctea* Cotores, 
7-1 RehaaC. 9-1 Duneoml* HA 20-1 Uflckte Buy. 25-1 Where 


1 CJ12W HVOCADDN (141 fCDl 0 L Moore 10 10 0 A CUB 

2 O-O20JA H CW SAGA (14) (CD) 5 9 li . .J}Kotend3 

j BAHBASOH (3) [Cl G L 55 11 iSe-J—Credy Monto S 

4 (01545 HAMAH STORM (3) ICO) 0 nraxn 0am 9 9 J -0 Hreitao 2 

5 W46CO MAIiABAS (33)(D) 1.1 p 9 2 1 6 HcUB^n 9 B 

5 jy.W R0CNT WATERS 1193) (Ci Li iJsle 6 9 13. JJ R McCabe 12 

7 546017 EAsnjBGH(14j(CD) u_.oat1«l»P)10 

8 1-03CC4 RRBt SBNE rFR) (28HO S Mvff” 5 3 9_.G FreAner(Sl4 

9 650313 BADGE (14j (CDl A Bc4^ 66 6 — SSonkrefc 

10 055342 DREAM CARRIER (14) ID) ft PeacscF 983 —Dane ONaB 1 

11 WO OUR EMMA (L6W1 ft 0 Sutoai 6 7 13 _.Jlowe7 

12 54-1)030 BALLET IE C0UR (26) 1 cmawCDn 4 7 12 — 

Martin buyer (31 U 

- 12 declares - 

BETTING: 62 Bateson. 9-2 Bwr Seine. 7-1 £a attefA »I Gadgc, to- 
vocation. 10-1 Dream Carter, lu CM Sapi . 12-1 ot&era 


ALL’S FAIR HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,325 


, added 5f 

1 (BU34- SHfljeFfiawffSJSP Hare' B 300 . 

1 .17. ~M!<mnininiNII»UMiI| 


1 0X*r3^- SPBVJttt (2-»/ (CU ? mrr _™ ™JSladl3 

2 4o«M0 PfwcaY50UI»f33l«DBf)Mae(4 9-.6FretaiBra6 


Ic/iA] ANY PORT MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
l 0,uu l £4300 added lm 2f 

1 5Q& WESTDWsomni393iuflHtfn^ui445.DHantai2 

2 0CCG2- &BEF PREDATOR (106) P Hrmcn 384 DaneCTNeMl 

a 0 MASRRAH (241 ft Anratong 384 « Price 4 

4 3 . uorn (155) 6 3 e i Acsraa 

-4dectared- 

KTTWa 4-5 My i, 52 Chef Predator. 3-1 Weston Sonata. 20-1 Mas- 
nab 


1.7 • 


?.’? .v'-V”! ; ; J- 

--j •••*, 


% 




This is a race for honour, not 
money, ami the dubious reward 
for ihe winning camel was lo 
have his head and neck daubed 
with essence of saffron. For ihe 
nexi month or two ihis will 
prove to anyone who meets him 
ihul he is Ihe fastest camel in the 
country. Noi to mention ihe one 
with the strangest hairdo. 




back with Maiy Bromik-y and 
is HJOTt now." Earle enthused. 
“Go Ballistic is favourite for the 
National but 1 think we had him 
beaten when he fell in the Agfa 
Chase at Sandown and he's 
had his excuses since. 

"I'm pleased we've got Chris 
in ride because he gets on well 
with (he horse and has always 
done an excellent job for us." 

Dextra Dove, a 33- 1 shot for 
the National with William Hill, 
is lib out of the handicap lor the 
race on 9st 1 31b. 


ASCOT 

2.00: 3. SYMPHONY’S SON iP Jotraoni 
12-3: 2. Ivory Coaster 16-1: 3. Disallowed 
10-3. to tan. 5-2 :au The Flying Pn^mom. 
11. 7. iD Hictohon. T<rfl*pl« Gulling). Tote: 
£15 £210. £3.40. £1-20. CvD Forecasc 

£112.70 CSF: £149. ’no: £172.50. 

Z30: 1. JUlTAftA iB ftueJi 11-1 rt tr.: 
2. Who Is Equlname 4-1: 3. BaHydougan 
50 1. 8 ran. 11-4 n teEriwoi Profiles (telii. 

dsL il v.iniems. Ar.:m Fro-v^li Tots: 
£3 60: £1_20, £1 40. £8.10. OF- £6X0. CSF: 
£12.29. 

3-05: 1. GARNW1N :M A flt^eraVjl 11-8 
lac 2. Frazer Island 9-1. 3. Greenback 7-2. 
5 ran- -...26 (NNendewv. Luntrourni. Tine: 
£2 10: £1.50. £1 80. OF. £5.50. CSF: 
£10.34. 

3.3S: 3- ROSENCRANTZ iR Jotosor.) 
100- 30, 2. Mfctej Rm 6-4 (j,: 3. Fourth In 
Une l-J l. 6 ran. 7. 3. iMe^VriMierrs. Here- 
i«.l>. Toto: £3.50: £1.70. £l.GO. DF. 
L3.0C' CSF £7 79. flft; Non vroage. 

4_Uh 1_ TRIBUNE IM Fosteil 1CO-30: 2. 
Runaway Pete 13-2: 3. Tamarpour 117 
ran. 11 4 fa-.- hale Dernng i4tf«. 1-/.. 2V:. 
iC Thomion. Mrddteham). Tote: £3.80: 
£2.:0. £230. W £9.10. CSF: £2039. 

4.45: 1- POORS WOOD <Ur T McCaraiy) 
5-1:2. Quiet Confidence 15-8 fev: 3. Gam- 
bling Royal 33-1. 9 ran. 2 : -\. 5. <5 Breen. 
Headtev:. Tote: £5.30- £L70. £1.70. £5.70. 
C-F- £7.40. £12.99 Tno: £105.70. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Kathryn's Pet 
(Musselburgh 330) 
NB: Return Of Amin 
(Leicester 4 .10) 


5.15: 3U GATFLAX IM taltfttyi 15-2: 2- 
Dragon King 16-1. 3. Royal Pot Blade 8-1. 

14 ran. 7-4 ta/ Spint oi Sie*J. 12. 7. IN 
T.inslon-DiM8S. Cnenenhartii. Tote: £8.90. 
£2.70. £4 00. £2.50. DF: £72J0. CSF- 
£114.04 Tno: ££82.20 ipan won. pool o* 
£492 02 lo fLtossdbuiffi 3.20 lodteri. 
Placepoc £00.50. yuaop-ji: £13 50. 

Place G: £56.12. Place 5: £13 60. 

CATTERtCK 

2-20: L LOCH-HURW LADY h rtrttf, 7 2. 
2. Soda U-2: 3. GoW Edge 7-1. B ran. 3 1 
lair Fi*n To ftease. 3. 1-,V. IK Isle of 
Mam Tote: £4^C( £J 20. £J JlO. £2.20. DF: 
£20.70. CSF: £22.60. 

2^0: 1. ABSTONE QUEEN I J F Egan - 7 2 
n tar. 2. Loch Style 15-2: 3. Soviet Lady 
11-2. 13 ran. 7-2 p lav Sir Silver So <5lhi. 

If. (P P Evans. Wefsfrpooli. Tote: 
£5.00: £1.60. £3.40. £2.10. DF: £24.70. 
CSF. £29.68. Tno. £3900. NR. iriysw 
Maid. 

125: 1. FOIST a CharrvxK! 3-1 lav: 2. 
Gulf Shaad 33-1: 3. Rainbo WaRzer 6 1: 
4. Genuine John 16-1. 19 ran, 1. iM W 
EasierDvl T«a: £4.40: £140. £8.10. 
£2.10. £5.50. Of: £166.40. <2SF: 02L5JL 
Tncasr £576 88. Tno: £504 lVIi (nan won. 
pool of £227.47 u> Mutotobuign 3.20 today) 
3^5:1. THREE FOR A POUND iG tarten 
7-2: 2. Marytobona 7-4 tav: 3. MerrBy 4-1. 
9 ran. yis. 2. J to**. WcricoteL Tote: £6,40; 
£1.60. £2.00, £2.20 DF: £7.80. CSF: 
£9.69. Tno: £19.40. 

4 JO: 1 DANCING CAVALIER rFlyncftl 5- 1 
lav 2. SurnnefltiU Special 33-1: 3. Em- 
bryonic 6 1. 13 ran. l : r.. 3-,’. IR Hohnsneat. 
UptA-r Longdom. Tote: £6.90: £1.90. £9.50. 
EL60. OF: £122 80. CSF. £169.33. Tncasr. 
fUl’ 14.03. Tno: £353.30 (pan won. pool c4 
£203 92 to Musselturgv 3.10 'Wayi. 

5.05: 1- UTTLE ACORN ih Daneji 9~l fav: 
2. Kingdom Pearl 20-1: 3. A unco S-l. 8 
ran. 6. 2. iS WiHiancs. TJwnarMj. Tote: 
£3.10: 12.40. £3.80. £1.10. DF: I3L10. 
CSF: £43.25 TncasL- £219.95. 

Plaoepot: £7 16.20. Quadpatz L 17.90 . 
Place 6: £88 79. Place 5: £27.11. 

FOLKESTONE 

2_10: 1_ LADY MOLL <L Deroni 2- 1 fav: 
2. Conactis 7-1 : 1 Carol Grimes 6-L 10 
ran. 3. 1 . iP Boss*. Tote: £3.40: CLIO. 
£2.60. £2 50. DF: £36-30. CSF: £16.63. Tno- 
£36.70. Non Punncr Lisa's Pnoe. 

2.40: r MALIBU MAN n S(«*ei 9J lav: 
2. Dande Flyer 6-1: 3. Coflege Night 8-1. 
12 ran. 3. I*/.. .E WTetoeri Tote: £3.00: 
£1 50. £2.10. £2.30. DF. £14.50. CSF; 
£14.57. Tncast: £S8.e9. Tno: £32 90. 

3.15: 1. WEE DRAM >Dar* O'Nerir 6-1: 
2. John Emms 5 6 lav; 1 Moon Song 12- 
1. 11 ran. 2 3-.. iR Hannom. Tote: £6 JO: 
£1 50. £1.10. £2.50. OF: £5 70. CSF. 
£12.38 Tno: £32^0. 

3.45: L SHARPO WASSL >M Hfc- 5-1. 
2. Masterpiece 9-2. 3- Sharp Temper 4-5 
las. 14 ran. ... h iW Haggisi Tote: £6.40: 
£2.60. £2.20. £1 50. OF: £29.90. CSF: 
£32.09 Tno: £16 70 

4J20: 1. KEDWtCH iTiJrarmi 9-1.2-Eu- 

robtu Boy U 1.1 Sooth Eastern Find 9-2. 

15 ran. 7-2 ftw Capurn'-; Dey. 5. 1 ! ',. iP 
Hedgpn. Tote: £13.00: £5.30. £3.00. 
£3.10. DF: £124.00. CSF- £107 36. Incase 
£482.66. Tnce £209 20. 

4- 55:1- SHARP -N SMART i A DaM 14-L 
2. Victory Team 6-1: 3. Scattiebury 14-1: 
4. Sound The Trumpet 33 -L LB ran. 2-1 
lav GreaiesL 1 IV,. iB Smaro Tote 
£19 00. £5.80. £2.80. £4.30. £6.20. DF- 
£113.30 CSF. £102 J 7 Tncasr: 11205.71. 
Tno- £877.40. 

5- 25: 3-TASIK CHtNl iTOunro 9^ (1 (»■: 
2. Heibshan Dancer 15-2. 3. Ctasaic 
Mystery 9-2. 6 ran. 9J fl tav Olr/er <4ini. 
1*.: ”■ IP Corel. Tote: £2.50. £2.00. 
£3.70. DF: £6 90 CSF; £18 05. 

Jackpot: not won (£10.287 33 lo Lclceslef 
lodav'i 

Placepot £43823-1. Quadpot £264.60. 
Place 6: £81 27 Place S: £44 74 
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sport 



To arrange a friendly at this time leaves 
at the Football Association open to a charge of loose thinking 


One of the toasts at a football din* 
ner 1 used to attend annually hon- 
ours people present who have 
turned out in the colours of their 
country. Envy always came over me. 
Just once. I would think- Just once. 

Deficiency in the limb department 
precludes the glib assertion that an 
international cap is something 1 
would have gladly given my right arm 
for, but when people say this I know 
exactly what they are going on 
about. Long before going into the 
professional game, and teaming 
about its disappointments, playing 
for Wales was the pinnacle of my 
ambition. 

That thought, and it is pretty 
threadbare now. springs to mind be- 
cause of the difficulties Glenn Hod- 
dle has encountered in trying to 
assemble a team for Saturday’s 


friendly between England and Mex- 
ico at Wembley. 

As reported by my colleague 
Glenn Moore on these pages 
yesterday, of Hoddle's original 25- 
man squad, five withdrew with in- 
juries and eight others are doubtful. 
Even allowing for World Cup en- 
gagements involving the other home 
countries, to arrange a friendly at this 
time, one of intense activity in the 
Premiership, leaves Hoddle' and his 
employers at the Football Associa- 
tion open to a charge of loose 
thinking. 

Inevitably, it rekindled the old 
club versus country argument, 
patting an unnecessary strain on re- 
unions between Hoddle and the dub 
managers who feel their players are 
being denied a rare opportunity for 
rest and rehabilitation. How the 


players themselves feel about this is 
quite a different matter. 

There are now all sorts of rules 
to ensure that countries can send out 
their strongest team for competitive 
matches, preventing the sort of 
ridiculous situation that grew up in 
1953 when Juventus were at first re- 
luctant to release the great Welsh 
forward John Charles for the World 
Grp finals in Sweden. Claries' com- 
paratively meagre total of 38 caps 
is< — •*«• J 



on him. “T always wanted to play for 
Wales,*’ he told me recently, “but Ju- 
ventus knew that Iwas always a tar- 
get for defenders and didn't want me 
injured. It caused plenty of argu- 
ments between us. 

When a victory over Italy in 
Naples would have qualified Scot- 
land for the 1966 World Cup finals 


KEN JONES 


they were denied the services of im- 
portant players from Liverpool, 
Manchester United and Tottenham 
Hotspur and went out of the com- 
petition. Two of the managers in- 
volved, Matt Busby and Bill Shankly, 
were Scots. 

The old collision of matches be- 


tween the four home countries and : 
the League programme once 
caused the Tottenham manager. Bill 
Nicholson to withdraw Dave Mack- 
ay, John White and Bill Brown from 
the Scotland team to play England 
at Hampden Park. “I could under- 
stand Bui’s decision^ Mackay said; 
“but it was very disappointing. Play- 
ing for Scotland was vety important 
to us.” A big difference now is the 
proliferation of international fix-. 
tures.No sooner have countries fm : 
ished with one competition than 
they are into another. Friendly 
matches may be important to de- 
velopment and. collective, under-, 
standing bat they aggravate the 
suppliers. - 

Often, they create adflemma for 
the players. In some cases, and 
there is no doubt m zhy mind about’ 


This , theyareperauaded to feign tn- 
J jury- - When international match 
fees i were rather moreimportant 
than they are' today, dubs bribed 
7 heir- men with 'Compensation. 

Nofrso lang-agOwjust acoupleof 

years in fact, I found myself in the 
company of two players who had 
■ been - pulled oat orim internation- 
al match in Eastern Europe which, 
youcaa be sure, they would not haws 
. visited with, any -great enthusiasm. 
Apart from any thin g else,' there 
would not haye been much to un- 
load their loot on j At some stag&of 
proceedings one turned-to the oth- 
er, mifl efL, raised his glass and 
said: “Just think, we could have been 
stuck out there tonight, getting 
ticked gnd running our bofrxfcs off. 
^Cheers!* 

The remark did not strike me as . 


funny or many way endeanng. Th 
record book I 

nested better values. One of Arse 
Sal’s most brilliant Pavers, Alex 

ssBSsagg- 

-tissfiBSSs 

who s«ored.60 goals for Everton in 

0n m^a re *manyin.e™uon; 

al matches now that most of the 
oJavets you come across m the 
Remtefship seem to have tuned 
out internationally m some form J- 
another. Maybe I am wrong “bout 
this, but it does seem that the ex 
perience has been cheapened that 
ftno longer means a great deal un- 
less there is a big pnze .n the 
distance. They should count them- 
selves lucky. 


Year of goodbyes 
and bad buys 


Transfer-deadline day, an in- 
stitution which often’ appears 
to have been preserved to al- 
low John Bunidge and Clive 
Allen to see more of the coun- 
try. is upon us. The passing of 
the 5pra cut-off point may only 
briefly stop the speculation, but 
for manv managers it means 
the rest of the season becomes 
a matter of make do or die. 

In the 12 months since the 
faxes confirming changes in 
registration spluttered to a 
bait. well over £200m has been 
lavished on players by Pre- 
miership and Football League 
clubs. A staggering £1 18m was 
spent in the summer, a record 
close-season total that was 
swollen by Newcastle’s £I5m 
swoop for AJan Shearer. 

While the size of the cheque 
to Blackburn artificially distorts 
the figures, the continuing 
trend towards a concentration 
of wealth in the Premiership is 
evident. During the summer of 
1989. for example, clubs from 
the old First Division ac- 
counted for only 55 per cent of 
the £29m that changed hands. 
Id the build-up to the current 
season they splashed £98m, 
nearly 85 per cent of the total 
outlay. 

As’ the campaign has pro- 
gressed. spending levels have 
remained surprisingly unaf- 
fected by the Bosnian ruling. 
Only a handful of clubs have 
exploited the freedom it con- 
ferred on out-of-contract Con- 
tinentals. 

Of them. Norway’s Bjorn 
Tin: Kvarmc could claim to be 
the most striking success. For 
nothing more than a signing-on 
fee. Liverpool acquired an ex- 
cellent young defender who 
had Champions' League ex- 
perience with Rosenborg 
Trondheim and would have 
commanded £2. 5m on the 
open market. 

The FA Cup offers another 
posi-Bosman signing. Gianlu- 
ca Vialli. the chance to redeem 
a patchy sojourn at Chelsea. 


Phil Shaw looks at English football’s 
bargain signings and costly mistakes - 
12 months and £200m on from last 
year’s transfer-deadline day 


but G ianfr anco Zola's £4.5ra 
move from Parma already 
looks better business than Viaf- 
Ii's “free” from Juventus. 

In my view Zola has three ri- 
vals for the distinction of be- 
ing the season's outstanding 
buy. One is Nigel Martyn.who 
has forced his way back into 
contention for the England 
keeper’s jersey since Leeds 
prised him from Crystal Palace 
for £2.25m. Another must be 
Patrik Vieira, a fringe player at 
Milan who has become a key 
figure at Arsenal after a £3 im 
switch. 

Pound for pound, though, 
the title must go to Kvanne's 
equally unheralded compatri- 
ot, Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, who 
has emerged us if from 
nowhere to become Manches- 
ter United’s top scorer. The 
boyish striker earned FC 
MoldeaJlof£l. 5m -ora 10th 
of what Newcastle shelled out 
for Shearer - and has 13 goals 
to show for his 21 League 
starts. 

Which is just as well, since 
another of Alex Ferguson’s 
foreign captures. Jordi Cruyff 
(£1.4m from Barcelona), ranks 
among the less judicious trans- 
actions. And the politest that 
can be said of Karel Poborsky 
(£3.5ra from Slavia Prague) is 
that the jury is still out. 

Lee Sharpe, on whom 
Howard Wilkinson gambled a 
Timas Brolin-sized £4.5m of 
Leeds’ money, has yet to prove 
his worth. To be fair, he joined 
a team in transition - from dire 
to dour - and one suspects 
many Old Trafford patrons 
would take him back in ex- 
change for Cruyff and Pobor- 
sky. 

The Czech, in turn, has been 
a storming success compared 


with Sasa Currie, hugely tal- 
ented but a moaning misfit 
since defecting from Bolton to 
Aston Villa for£4m; or Ramon 
Vega, the Swiss stopper who set 
Spurs back £3.7om only to 
spend much of the time" sus- 
pended or injured; and Ro- 
mania's Florin Radurioiu, on 
whom West Ham swallowed an 
£SOO.OGO loss when he retreat- 
ed to Espanyol four months af- 
ter arriving for £2.4m. 

Yet the worst buy of 1996- 
97-1 refuse to say arguably - 
has been an Englishman. Ac- 
claimed as the new Peter 
Beardsley or the next Teddy 
Sheringham, Nick Barmby’s 
form was already fading at 
Middlesbrough and has dipped 
disastrously since Joe Royle 

t aid £5. 75m to make him 
verton's most expensive play- 
er. 

Royle did offload Andrei 
Kancbelskis to Italy for a prof- 
it of £3.5m. but Bahnby’s lack 
of impact has led some Ever- 
tonians to view the Ukrainian's 
uneven contribution more 
favourably. 

As for Shearer, he hardly let 
Newcastle down before suc- 
cumbing to injury. The coup 
was, however, supposed to turn 
last year's near miss into a 
championship. Judged on that 
criterion, the expenditure has 
yet to be justified. 

By the same logic, the mind- 
boggling £7m Middlesbrough 
paid for Fubrizio Ravanclli 
will not seem like a snip should 
the “White Feather" score the 
winner in one or more final. 

It has not been all multi-mil- 
lion pound deals. Martin 
O’Neill has bought half a team 
for less than the Bannby fee 
and led Leicester to a Wemb- 
ley final and Premiership 



Norway's Ole Gunnar Solskjaer has emerged 
Trafford 


the bargain of the season at Old 

. Photographs Emptcs 


respectability. Coventry ac- 
quired Darren Huckerby from 
Newcastle for a giveaway £Im 
and could probably quadruple 
their money today. 

At the opposite end of the 
age scale. John Sheridan and 
John Hendrie cost Bolton and 


Barnsley a mere £180,000 and 
£250,000 respectively. Each 
has played a massive part in his 
club's push for Premiership 
status. 

Meanwhile, one Third Divi- 
sion club have shown Newcas- 
tle how to speculate in order to 


accumulate. Wigan also set a 
club record for a striker last 
summer, venturing £150,000 on 
Doncaster’s Graeme' Jones. 
The . Yorkshireman now leads 
Fowler, RavaneBi afrd’thereSt 
with a Sbeareresqufc 31 goals, 
and promotion beckons. ' 


Dark days are over as May shines 


When David May was omitted 
from Lhe original England 
squad lor Saturday's Wembley 
friendly with Mexico, he could 
have been forgiven for won- 
dering if he would e\er gel in. 
May was in the best form of his 
career and there were more cen- 
tre-halves injured or doubtful 
than even George Graham 
could find h< »use roum for. 

The example of Steve Bruce. 
May's predecessor in the Man- 
chester United team, loomed. 
Bruce was one of the key figures 
in United's IV'His revival but he 
came no closer in England 
recognition than a belated ad- 
mission by Bnbhv Robson that 
he shoulJ have cupped him 
and one by Graham Taylor that 
he was unlucky not to have won 
20 to ?fi caps. 

May L> still to actually play ft >r 
England - but the 26-ycar-okl 
has at least made lhe squad, af- 
ter being called up on Sunday 
as the injury toll rose. "A lot of 


people have been saving it is 
about time I was called up." 
May said at England's Bishum 
Abbey training camp yesterday. 
~ 1 was just concentrating on do- 
ing well for Manchester Unit- 
ed. I knew if I did thaL the 
chance would come. 

"It is remarkable that Brucic 
was never called up for England 
given what he has done for 
United. It was unfortunate for 
him." 

May. however, is used to 
waiting for his chance. It took 
him two years to dislodge Bruce 
in the United team after sign- 
ing from Blackburn in the sum- 
mer of 1994. In that time he saw 
his old team win the Premier- 
ship and himself pilloried for a 
series of poor performances 
when played out of position at 
right-back. 

Already softly spoken. Mays 
voice dropped and his body lan- 
guage grew defensive as he re- 
called those times. "I never 


The Manchester 
United defender is 
delighted with his 
England call, he 
tells Glenn Moore 

regretied the move. I never 
doubled my ability, but it was 
a difficult period I was not hap- 
py with my form and I fell a bit 
overawed. I'd come from 
Blackburn, which is not as big 
as United. 

"At right-back 1 was a fish out 
of water’ but it was a learning ex- 
perience. It showed to myself 
what sort of character I was and 
what type of friends i have got. 
You get to know your real 
friends when things are going 
badly for you and my friends 
and ’my family stood by me. 

"My family said ’don't wor- 
ry, you’ll pul! through it’. The 
other players w ere brilliant and 
so was the manager. That’s the 


type of club it is, everybody 
rallies around you. 

“Now I’m back at centre-half 
I'm enjoying it more than ever. 
I prefer centre-back. I’ve played 
there all my career. " 

Even in the dark days there 
were indications of the player 
he could be. The turning point 
was in late November 1994. 
Three days after being substi- 
tuted during United’s igno- 
minious defeat in Gothenburg 
- after having a nightmare at 
right-back - May replaced the 
suspended Bruce at centre- 
back al Highbury. In a goalless 
draw he was solid and accom- 
plished: a point had been made. 

With Bruce outstanding fur- 
ther chances were rare but, by 
the end of last season. May was 
in lhe team, scoring the open- 
ing goal in the championship de- 
nouement at Middlesbrough, 
and keeping his place for the FA 
Cup final. This year United’s 
European challenge has 


brought the best out of him. The 
Porto tie - when he continued 
his knack of scoring key goals 
in the first leg, and then made 
that tackle on Jardel in the 
second - brought him to 
prominence, buz he had been 
playing well for some time. 

“It’s a different game in Eu- 
rope. I feel comfortable in h. It’s 
a lot dower. You have to be pa- 
tient, there’s a lot more buDd up, 
but when the bail gels irr the box 
it is quick. You have to be 
aware of everything around 
you." 

"Europe has brought the 
best out of him." Glenn Hod- 
dle. the England coach, said. “It 
always was the stepping stone 
for international football and it’s 
brought him on no end He's 
also enjoyed being at an 

exceptional club." 

The fads have noticed his im- 
provement. The chant “David 
May, Superstar. He’s won more 
medals than Sbea-rer" has 



David May: 'You got to know 
yo v real friends when 
things are going badly . 

become the new sound df CHd 
Trafford. It hasaiso been heard 
a few times on. the team'bns.. 
May. though not one to seek the 
spotlight, isdearty tickled by this 
recognition. “It puts a smile on 
my face. The teamtake the stick 
but il*s all a bit of banter.” be 
said. ••• 

So for the medaicount i$4- 1 
in May’s favour, by the end erf 
this season he could be even 
further ahead. ' 


Giggs answers his Welsh critics McStay poised to leave Celtic 


Wiles will he able to unleash a 
fully -fit Ryan Giggs against Bel- 
gium in the World Cup quali- 
fying match on Saturday - 
because of the rest A/ex Fer- 
guson gave him. 

The Manchester United 
winger came in fur severe crit- 
icism from some Wales sup- 
porters when he pulled out of 
last month s friendly against 
the Republic of Ireland, but Gig- 
gs insisted yesterday that he 
owes his current form and fitness 
to the fortnight’s break he had 
either side of the Irish game. 

"It’s lough for Alex Ferguson 
jecause he's got to look after his 
’avers.” said Giggs. "I had a lil- 
niggling hamstring before the 

m 


Ireland game and he thought I 
needed a rest It meant I had a 
hill two weeks to recover irom 
it and it did me good. The crit- 
icism l got for missing the game 
hurl, because, os I’ve said many 
limes. I love playing for Wales." 

The Welsh manager, Bobby 
Gould, is hoping Mark Hughes 
will overcome a groin strain and 
join Giggs in the Jjne-up against 
the Belgians in a game that huh 
sides badly need to win to boost 
their hopes of claiming second 
place behind the likeh group 
winners, the Netherlands. 

Hughes had a couple of days' 
treatment at Stamford Bridge 
before joining up with Wales ami 
is ready to test the injury ' m train- 


ing today. If Hughes is ruled out, 
Gould will perm two strikers 
from Dean Saunders, John 
Hanson and Nathan Blake. 

Scotland hat e granted John 
Spencer permission to play for 
Queen's Park Rangers on Sat- 
urday. The manager, Craig 
Brown, announced the deci- 
sion yesterday despite the fact 
he Is expecting the Rangers 
pair, (an Ferguson and Alan 
McLaren, to withdraw from the 
squad which feces Estonia al Kil- 
marnock at the weekend and 
Austria at Ccitic Park next 
Wednesday. “It is not a dan- 
gerous precedent, it simply 
shows clubs thaL w e are not in- 
flexible.'' Brown said 


Thel6-ycar association between 
Paul McStay and Celtic could be 
coming to an end after the 
Parkhead captain yesterday re- 
vealed be has not been made a 
contract offer with his current 
deal due to expire this summer. 

“I wouldn't say there is a rift 
but I have been informed that 
no contract will be offered be- 
tween now and the end of the 
season" McStay said. Asked if 
the situation with Celtic could 
be resolved. McStay said: "All 
I can say is what I wits told yes- 
terday I can’t go any further 
than that - there's no’ contract 
and that is it realty." 

On the prospect of leaving the 
dub he loves. McStay added: 


“That is something I have to 
contemplate. If I don’t leave, HI 
be on month to month deals. Fve 
been told there is no offer so I 
have to weigh up my options and 
review mv future. I've nothing 
at all in the pipeline." 

Celtic’s chairman. Fergus 
McCann, refused to discuss the 
future of McStay, other than to 
comment that he had expected 
discussions to “remain confi- 
dential". McCann also ins ist ed 
that any offer of a new contract 
would not be made to the man- 
ager, Tommy Bums, until the 
summer. "The position of Tom- 
mv Bums will be discusse d 
along with the entire direction 
of the development of the team 


and the dub at the end of the 
season," McCann said. Mean- 
while .Celtic's top scorer the sea- 
son, Jorge, Cadete, was told by 
McCann that he wfflonty see an 
increase, in his wages if he 
agreed a longer contract. 

The Rangers left-back, David 
Robertson, has been offered a 
three-year deal by the Sene A 
team, Renigja. They are one of 
a number of Italian rinhe jp. 
eluding AiaJanta and In-7 
ternazmoale, interested in. the 
defender, who wili be atztof con- 
tract this summer: Rangers, 
however, arestil] negotiafog'ro 
-keep the player who was signed - 
from Aberdeen ® 1991for sk 
most £lm.- 



Oxford revival 

- Hugh Matheson meets the Dutch 
coach planning to win the Boat Race 


The Dark Blue coach, Rene. 

Mijndeis, ha little baffled that, 
as coach- of -the Dutch crew 
winch won the 1996 Olympic ti- 
tie,his femerippled little beyond 

n the banks of the Amstel canal, 

•wfaere his crew, had lived and 
trained and that now he is feted 
throughout England and has 
two or three television units fal- 
lowing each of his training ses- 
sions. 

. Mijndeis, 40, hadbeea on the 
scene' in: the Netherlands for 
'soine yeazs before ~he struck 
gokfwnh the eight arid thegrad- 
ual build up, while his crew twice 
came second in the World 

CTiainp in Treliips, rifogirigp ri his 

impact, bat here it is apparent 
for ah to see.- " 

Chaflfenged-on whether any of 
hte Oxford crew could have 
taken a place in 'the Dutch 
Qfympic eight be says, “This 
crewwauldper- 
hapshiveV&fr 
enough power 
realty to threat- 
en the Dutch 
eight of last 
year.Otberwise 
they are of the 
same stan^ 
dard." Thatis a 
notable compli- 
ment tothe way 
his coaching has 
been accepted 
and understood 
in Oxford. In 
the Nether- 
lands he was 

chief coach for Mijhders: Atlanta winner 
lOyearsandhis Photograph: David Ashdown 
eight were de- • 
vefoped over hearty four years. 

In Oxford he had to telescope 
^tfae whole thing in six months. 

' V He has five British oarsmen, 
in the crew, who are led from 
the stroke seat by the most ex- 
perienced of them. Tun Foster. 

He has put ihe.other four, two 
19-year-olds, and two of 20, in 
the bows where they are row- 
ing with a natural, easy flow that 
is the Mijndeis trademark. But, 
being comparatively young and 
impressionable, that is perhaps 
not surprising. 

It is iurtheT down with, the in- 
ternational Roberto Blanda at 
No 5 and the Croat bom, but 
Imperial College framed, Ti.ira 
Grnbor at Nob, arid the Amer- 
ican Jordan Irving, al No 7, that 
his ability to lead, the athlete to 
develop a skill that brigs them 
all together into one smooth 
flowing unit is demonstrated. 



mam difference is that before 
it seemed as though Oxford 
worked on development of 
skills and physical development 
almost separately, and now the 
technical and strength devel- 
opment are integrated." To this 
end be has abandoned the 
hours spent on weights in the 
gym and devotes the time to 
quality training in the Boat. 

The athletes lap it up. They 
have all done headbanging work 
in other crews and some could 
riot believe that their results 
might improve when outings 
were sometimes cut short if the 
quality was not high enough- But 
when they are tested on the un- 
forgiving ergpmete r. the rowing 
machine which measures their 
power in every possible cali- 
bration, they achieve personal 
bests beyond what they previ- 
oiisty thought possible. 

He pays the 
closest atten- 
tion to detail 
that others 
rarely notice. 
When you 
watch the stem 
of the pale yel- 
low Empacher 
boat that Ox- 
ford are using, it 
runs forward aft 
the time, with 
the barest hint 
of a check when 
all eight of the 
oarsmen catch 
the water with 
the blades and 
apply their 
coued-up power 
to lever the hull forward. 

Mjjnders has worked on them 
to place the blade almost deli- 
cately m the water and increase 
the power in sympathy for the 
way the boat is running, and be 
has adjusted the mechanics of 
the boat and its gearing to de- 
ceive even experienced watchers 
on ho* fast the boat is going. 

He creates a happy atmos- 
phere but keeps himself a little 
separate when tricky selection 
derisions have to be taken - as 
tins year when he told the pres- 
ident,- Ed Bellamy, that he 
would not makfr the crew. 

When he is asked why some- 
one would drop, from win ning 
in the Olympics to the parochial 
challenge of two foreign uni- 
versities, he does not cite the 
usual glamour and traditions of 
the race but amply says: “They 
are comparable. You work with 




ft 


lt ™ * °ew expe- a team which starts as a grouo 
nenoe. But you know what it is ;■ of athletes and you plan to work 
h goes , together to one goal. That one 
alo ng, you c hange bow you do took four years, in this case we 
it. Priiraps aeti year we wffl ..only, have six months. That 
adapt some thirds. But the makes it interest ing * 


Lola out for season 


Motor racing 


Tire Lola Grand Pris team lave 
pulled out of Formula One af- 
ter just one- race. A team 


the Lola team’s two rare win not 
compete in Sunday’s Brazilia n. 
Grand Friz or any of the other 
re m a inin g 16 races thl^ season, 

. “Wi - got -a telephone call 

yesterday - from ...the., factory 

Bay.^qulter,.the team njaaag- 
er, said in SaoTaulo yesterday 
afternoon. “We were,; well, 
a ra a ged: It, is all-tfremore sar?" 
prising because the whole team 
b , alraady : bere: We had come 


and two drirers^the.fea^mt 


Vincenzo Sospiri, preparing for 
qualifying, which starts tomor- 
row atthe Interfagos circuit. 

. freight continues on to 

■Arsentira,*) thefoture remains 

open,’’ Boulter added. “But we #■ 
will afl be getting back to Eng- 
land as soon as we can." 

A spokesman for the team in 
England saiefc can confirm 

that Lola have pulled out of the 

Brazarim Grand Prix and will 

- not /be entering other races in 

1997. Beyond that, we are a rac- 

- carjfompaay and we have 
. tdimtffied Formula One as an 

area we should be involved in ” 

’ Lrifeare one of the most dis- 
.tmguished names in the sport, 
hawngtyondampiorishire at al- 
, -nust evciy level and dominat- 
/m IndyCar series. Grand ft 

wisraefegisthe one Fbfmula 

^thetyWnevercracked. They 
i Position - in 
4 !® : I a ??o jUStW P Oin <=S0 

^.■s^s?Jor.-I40 grands prix. 
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sport 
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Confident Montgomerie out to raise his game 


Golf 


ANDYFARREfr- 

reports Irani Ponte 'Ifedra Beach, 

Florida ■ . • - 


psze in gaff. But with die first ma- 
jor date of the season only two 
weeks away at Augusta, it 'is im- 
possible to ignore the hint that 


There is on£\ 

ing the-US.Fiaypts' t-7iann»on- 
ship ft has a 

strong course, albeit so ggy one 
at Sawj^ass after.two indies of 
rain, aspotigfielclv with all the 
top 50 players in: the worWpre- 
senL'.ahd tiw richest official 


tins week is only adressreheaisaL 

Woods. 1 


•' ’nger^xxfe.thenewlddon 
the block, said as much. “This 
is a perfect way to prepare for 
the Masters, a good warm-up 
tournament before Augusta." 
he said. 'Colin Montgomerie, 
- one of eight Europeans in the 
field, takes the opposite tack 
having come close to claiming 


the $630,000 (£393.0001 first 

E rize that went to Fred Couples 
istyear. 

“1 do not know why this is not 
a major championship,” Mont- 
gomerie, who has finished 
ninth, 14th and second in the 
last three years, said. “It is a ma- 
jor tournament and the next 
best tournament you want to 
win after the majors. It is nice 
to know I have been in a posi- 
tion to win here. 

“I am driving the ball very 


well and confident of putting the 
ball on the fairway. 1 have not 
been worse than 3>ih in six tour- 
naments this year so. although 
I have not won. it has been con- 
sistent.” He has been in the up- 
per reaches of the leaderboard 
on each of the last three weeks 
on the US lour and thinks he 
has corrected the fault which led 
to him finishing with three bo- 
geys in a row last week at Bav 
Hill. 

His long irons, apparently. 


were too flat by one and a half 
degrees and the technicians in 
the Callaway van spent three 
hours making them more up- 
right. The European No 1. who 
dispensed with the services of 
his long-time coach Bill Fergu- 
son. lias been followed here in 
practice for the first time by De- 
nis Pugh. The former David 
Leadbeuer man obviously had 
the desired effect as Monty 
took SI HI) off Phil Mickelson. 

With his victory at Bav Hill on 


Sunday. Mickelson. at be- 
came the fourth youngest US 
tour player to win in nmc< af- 
ter Hort««n Smith. Jack Nicklaus 
and Gene Saracen. Woods. 21. 
who needs se'.en more wins in 
the next four months to beat 
Smith to the mark, is making his 
first appearance but won the first 
of his three US Amateur titles 
here in 19W. The soft conditions 
may mean a stampede of low 
scoring but probably helped in 
the burying of a lime capsule of 


memorabilia at the nearbv 
World Golf Hall i>l Fame. 

Included were Wmvds' (can- 
celled) cheque _ from ihc '% 
Skins Game which was donat- 
ed to the Nation. i 1 Minority 
Golf Foundation. Greg Nor- 
man's first Afcuhra h.u and the 
Dtvuums on the Rni, ■■ ,if (Solf 
JvvC. the latter being the con- 
tribution of the Rnjal .An- 
cient. The capsule will be dug up 
in 2047. when Wt* >d:- should still 
be on the Super Seniors Tour. 


Wigan fix 
fee for 
Smith 

Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 


S A- 



to miss 


Davis Cup tie 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Key Biscayne 


Tim Henman’s prospects of a 
lively campaign on the road to 
Wimbledon have been disrupt- 
ed. The British No 1. is unlike- 
ly to play again before the 
French Open, which starts on 26 
May, after undergoing surgery 
to his right elbow in London. 

- The injury which flared up 
again hstSamrday during Hen- 
man's defeat by J ulian Alonso, 
a Spanish qualifier, in his open- 
ing match at the UptonChamp- 
ionships Here, jeopardises 
Britain’schances of qualifying for 
a play-off few the World’Group 
of the Davis Cup 1° September. 

It is hoped mat Greg Rused- 
ski, Britain's No 2, will recover 
from a wrist injury in time for 
next week’s Euro/African Zone 
tie against Zimbabwe at Crys- 
tal Palace. In Henman's ab- 
sence, Jamie Delgado has been 
added to the British squad, 
which also includes Rusedski, 
Andrew Richardson, Mark 
Petchey and Nefl Broad, the 
doubles specialist. The captain, 
David LIqyd, is not required to 
announce, his final selection 
until an. hour before the draw 
next Thursday. 

“Loose bodies'* {small pieces 


of bone) removed from Hen- 
man’s elbow by arthroscopic 
surgery at St John and St Eliz- 
abeth Hospital St John's Wood, 
on Tuesday night. “The opera- 
tion was a. complete success 
and Henman is expected to 
start practising again in ap- 
proximately six weeks time in 
preparation for the French 
Open,” said Dr Michael Turn- 
er, chief adviser to the Lawn 
Tfennis Association. 

Henman, who has been trou- 
. bled by the elbow periodically 
since taking a tumble as an 11- 
year-old, said, “After consulta- 
tion with British doctors, who 
confirmed the opinion of doc- 
tors in America that an opera- 
tion was needed, I decided to go 
ahead with it straight away. Ob- 


viously I am very disappointed 
t week's Davis 


to be missing next i 
C up tie, but-I still feel that are 
in a strong position to win." 

Rusedski, fitness permitting, 
will relish an opportunity to 
shoulder the bulk of responsi- 
bility for Briton's fortunes, as he 
did when a virus ruled Henman 
out of the tie against Slovenia 
at Newcastle last May. Byron 
Black. Zimbabwe's leading play 
er, has said, that his team fear 
Rusedski's powerful serve more 
than Henman's aU-rotmd game. 

Henman's last major injury 


nju 

occurred in Singapore in Sep- 


tember, 1994, when his leg was 
broken during a match against 
his compatriot Chris Wilkinson. 

After a five-month absence. 
Henman returned and began a 
run of success that enabled 
him to become the first Briton 
to reach the Wimbledon men's 
singles quarter-finals since 
Roger Taylor in 1973 and to win 
the doubles silver medal with 
Neil Broad at the Atlanta 
Olympic Games. 

Henman's world ranking has 
been as high as No 14, and last 
week here be was voted the AIT 
Tour’s Most Improved Player 
Award for 1996. So far this 
year he has competed in three 
finals, winning his fust ATP 
Tbur title in Sydney in January. 

Pete Sampras, the world No 
1, predicts a great future for 
Henman. “He is the one guy 
that I feel is going to be a threat, 
I really do, not only for me, but 
for all the guys,” Sampras said 
here. “I think Henman has got 
a game that will be consistent 
for a lot of years.” 

Should Sampras fail to make 
an impression during the the 
opening week of the French 
Open, it is possible that he will 
go to Surbiton for the Surrey 
Grass Court Championships 
and then play the Queen's Gub 
event before completing his 
preparation for Wimbledon. 



Jim Courier hits a backhand during his victory over Richard Krajicek in Key Biscayne 


Photograph: \P 
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agree broad deal until 2001 






Cricket 




*s? 


On the day the English Crick- 
et Board announced that Voda- 
fone, the mobile phone 
company, is to become the 
it's largest-ever sponsor, 
e England vice-captain said 
some strong words on the state 
of the domestic game. 

The £13m deal, - which will 
help to fund the English game 
between now and the end of the 
Ashes in 2001. includes a wide 
range of cricketing competi- 
tions. Vbdafone will sponsor the 
England team for all home and 
away Test, matches, one-day 


internationals and overseas 
teson official tours starting 
i winter. 

They will also sponsor the 
England A team at home and 
away, the England women’s 
team' for five years, and Voda- 
fone Challenge matches be- 
tween the counties and overseas 
touring sides for four years 
from 1998. 

- Nasser Hussain, the England 
vice -captain on the winter tour 
to Zimbabwe and New Zealand, 
yesterday called for English 
cricket to get rid of its “dead 
wood” in order to improve stan- 
dards. It has long been argued 
that county cricket is not com- 


petitive enough to produce top- 
class players who can compete 
at international level. Hussain 
yesterday backed up that state- 
mentashe prepared for the start 
of the new season. 

Hussain, one of the success- 
es of the winter tour, said: “I 
think the county scene is not far 
away from what we need. But 1 
think there is quite a bit of medi- 
ocrity and people hanging on 
just because it’s a job for them, 
and county cricket is not as eli- 
tist as some people would like. 

“There's too much cricket, 
that’s for sure, and a lot of bor- 
ing, non-effective cricket from 
July onwards. But what 1 won't 


have is people saying that we 
don't have good cricketers - be- 
en use there are some good 
cricketers out there. 

“If you look at the. A and 
Under- 19 teams, theWr al- 
ways been successful and the 


key is getting these people 
1 imo first 


through the ranks and i 
teams as quickly as possible. 
Rather than getting in the sides 
at 21 or 22. they should be in at 
IS, so counties can gel rid of 
some of the dead wood.” 

Nick Knight, the England 
opening batsman, has declared 
himself fiL to face Australia in 
the Ashes series this summer. 
Knight. 26. cracked a knuckle 


in his left hand while hatting in 
the fourth one-day interna- 
tional against New Zealand in 
Auckland three weeks ago. 

Speaking yesterday at the 
Vodafone hunch, Knight said "I 
might miss the first week or two 
of the season, but I hope to be 
all right to play against Australia. 
The finger still looks a bit un- 

B leasanl but it feels fine.” 

| .Alan Wells, the former Sus- 
sex captain, is to be given an in- 
vita tion to become a 
vice-president at Hove three 
months after leaving the coun- 
ty to join Kent. The honour is 
in recognition of Wells's 18 
years of service. 


Basketball 


RICHARD TAYLOR 


Sheffield Steelers and Oldham 
Owls, the two leading clubs in 
British wheelchair basketball, 
take their intense domestic 
rivalry on in the international 
stage in May when Ponds Forge 
stages the European Champi- 
ons Cup. 

The Steelers. who qualify us 
hosts, and domestic champions 
Oldham line up against the 
Continent's top six dubs after 
a series of qualifying rounds 
over recent months. 

Oldham and Sheffield sup- 


plied most members of the 
Great Britain team which won 
the silver medal at the Para- 
lympics in Atlanta last summer. 
The> both won National Cup 
semi-finals at Ihc weekend and 
meet in the final at Stoke Man- 
devil Je on 19 April. 

After two days ol classifica- 
tion. the demanding schedule • »f 
games is played on Saturday and 
Sunday ?■ and 4 May. Fuiidosa 
Groupo t Spain) defend the ti- 
tle against the challenge ol Old- 
ham and Sheffield, plus CS 
Meaux and Hyeres. from 
France. RBV Salzburg t Austria k 
S\ Lucia Sport t Italy) and SC 
Antilopc (Netherlands). 


Wigan will today unveil their re- 
placement for Shaun Edwards, 
after agreeing a £159.000 fee 
with Casileford for the Great 
Britain tour scrum-half. Tony 
Smith. 

Smilh. aged 26 and twice 
capped in Tests as a substitute, 
has been a Wigan target since 
asking fora transfer before the 
start of the season. Their coach. 
Eric Hughes, sees him as the 
ideal man to take the place of 
Edwards, who is expected to 
join the London Broneos when 
the two clubs can agree a deal. 

Wigan, who have also been 
linked with the Widnes prop. 
Lee Hansen, might make a 
second signing announcement 
today as Hughes puts the mon- 
ey from the sale of Central Park 
io wort rebuilding his side. 

Smith could come into con- 
tention for tomorrow's Super 
League fixture against St He- 
lens? although the Easier Mon- 
day fixture at Warrington might 
be a mure likely starting point 
for his Wigan career. 

Hughes'll ;ts a stronger squad 
to select from than he might 
have anticipated, with neither 
Gary Connolly nor Jason 
Robinson showing any reac- 
tion from their comeback at 
C asileford on Sunday and Mick 
Cassidy likely to recover from 
a groin strain. 

Saints will he able lo field 
their second-rower. Chris Mor- 
Icv. He was found guilty on 
video evidence yesterday of a 
high tackle in the Challenge 
Cup semi-final win over Salford, 
hut escaped without a ban. 


Arms Park 
under hammer 


Welsh rugby fans with an abid- 
ing fondness for Cardiff Arms 
Park will have the chance to hid 
for pieces of the stadium lock, 
stock and barrel. For the Welsh 
Rugby Union is putting every- 
thing up fur sale, including the 
turf, the floodlights, the score- 
board and the goalposts. 

The auction will take place on 
Sunday. 27 April and entry for 
two people can be obtained for 
the price ol the £8 catalogue. 

Richard Jasinski. secretary of 
the WRU. said: "We want to 
give uur supporters the oppor- 
tunity to acquire pieces » if mem- 
orahilia from the National 
Stadium and we fell an auction 
would be appropriate.” 

The stadium is undergoing a 
£ln$m re -development in 
preparation for the 1*»‘>9 World 
Cup. with the last big game, the 
Swalec Cup final on 2n April, 
the day before the auction. 

Not only will the turf and 
20,1 XK' seats be up for grabs but 
also fixtures and fittings from the 
changing rooms and entertain- 
ment suites, including the dance 
floor. bars, carpets and catering 
equipment. 


SPORTING DIGEST 




Makinen takes the honours 


Ratifying 


Tommi Makinen, the world 
champion, yesterday won the 
Portuguese Rally to take the lead 
in the drivers’ championship. 
Makinen, in a Mitsubishi, fin- 
ished -tain 5sec clear of the Bel- 
gian, Freddy Lore, driving a 
Tbyota. Annin Schwarz, of Ger- 
many, was third in a Ford. 

The Finnish driver now leads 
the World Championship with 
18 points, followed bv Colin 
McRae on 13 and Spain’s Car- 
los Sainz on 12- Makinen's vic- 
tory for Mitsubishi, his first of 
the season, brought an end to 
Subarii's early domination of 
the 1997 championship. 

Makinen took the lead 


during the 18th stage following 
a spirited drive on the second 
day, during which he set the 
fastest time on every stage. 
McRae, in a Subaru, was dom- 
inant until the sixth stage when 
his engine cut out just one stage 
after Sainz bad retired with 
gearbox problems in his Ford. 

Thar left the battle for the lead 
between the Swede; Kenneth 
Eriksson, and Makinen for the 
remainder of the first day. The 
Swede polled ahead to end the 
first leg 14 seconds dear. On the 
second day Makinen closed the 

gap, before taking the lead on the 

lSih stage. He then pulled dear 
when Eriksson was forced out 
with engine problems on Lhe fi- 
nal stage of the second leg. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

r.J0unte®**frd 

ICIS LEAGUE Second DMotoic Bansread Am- 
Mc v Mevupofion toes. 

JEWSON EASHSN LEAGUE Premtar DMbIhi 
Hatased v WKon iTA5». 

WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE First Dtvhdoo: 
CsnwtXKY* Heme Bey. 

PONIHS LEAGUE Premier DtvUon: Liverpool 

« BUcfctun 77 . 0 ). 

AVON MSUMNOK COMMUIKW Era* DMsfan: 
Luior » watted (7m 

Rugby Union 

CQUUOE CUBS CHMIPKM&nP Madam 
Looks Ones West Hareeeoa * fonn (7 JOi. 

Basketball 


BUOWBSER LEAGUE: Thames Vatay Hem * 
Loeestor Rateo ram 


lea hockey 


PREISER LEAGUE PLAY-OFFS: Swindon v 
Sioutfi i8_l5). 


Other sports 

BOKMG: World BcWnfi OiSJmsalwn and In- 
tonawnai BomgFsdanmn tn&-€cncnem! 
wBU m w otf n Mbs (Karmen Spout Vi^gpi: J Thanm 
iNnwfch. holder] vA McOcwefi (Renfrew). 
SNOOKER: Bmwn Open (PVnouJn FtauKMi. 
SQUASH: Super Senes (mate iHatwsU). 
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AROUND THE RESORTS 






LatesJsncw and weetber reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fair. 

0891 333110 

Resort 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Am 

open 

Last 

■new 

Lmt 

cm 

Upp 

cm 

Forecast 




154! 

50 

220 

Settled 

Pas (feta Cum — AroAoot Enow antotg coier 
AUSTRIA 

um 

15J 

70 

130 

Bifgn 

QaAuf — — Jawdery top oxer. Brm base 

lOOtb 

24J 

SO 

160 

BnghL fine 

\^m SKi SNAPSHOT Bl? 

iMprun. 

BT&SARIA 


1WW» 





At-a-gtance fax guide to snemr 
conditions at 100 + resorts world- 

BUHMUth 

CANADA 

-At t staRg on wpe* stows 

ino% 

20^ 

20 

60 

Pi ctauay 

wide: 

0897 500 601 

WHWW* -MUM- *JI 

FRANCE 

Mgjniy machine goorand 

1004 

22.3 

270 

285 Strniy speta 

FtaiM. 

-tanks n Grand Masse open 

-85*. 

2423 

24*3 

55 

230 

Sealed 

Sumy 

ill® SKI FAX Mfl 

mux 




lMiere to find the 
„ „ best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 

• 0897 300 301 

BMdoMccMp__ae£tcn Meteat abosa 18Qftn 
Sun CUMtamo — Seta Ronds (u»y upon 
NORWAY. 

BEft 

90% 

24.2 

3323 

IB 

90 

70 

Bndiwww 

UngJB 

ItainiedM Good at so Musis 

SPAM 

100% 

323 

60 

bO 

Suvqivcalin 


Fo»to*M. 

SWTTZBtLAND 

-Ctased beow nwKtatwn 

90% 

154 

0 

UD 

Free 

for afex fisf of 180 + 

resort cades: • 
0990100 84 ? . ^ 

vim 

zmtam — .. 

UNTTED STATES 

nms non owed 
-.Upper doges bost 

60% 

IflOfc 

24^ 

10 

190 

Ctouay 

Cowmt Htn- — ..Good stang at ad tonte 

r-C*»soaRB75tsiM«co«CVtan*C0«teDW7K»ua« 

100% 17.3 1 Sb 195 Srwa 

MMtCL50hm*HBtoinB'Oa90 133 3*5 



Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 



American football 

Andre Rison, the Green Bay Packers' 
wide necerver who scored the first 
touchdown in the Super Bow) XXX] vie- 
uxy over New England Parrots, has had 
his contract terminated. 


Badminton 

LEADWfi WORLD SINGLES RANWNGS: Merc 
1 Pong J«ig iCh> 34LMipls: 2 P-E Hover 
LarMfi i Deni 23* . 34: 3 Sun .Kin iCh> 27S.09: 
4 Fung Reiman (Tat) 3E&.97 : 6 Joho Supnanio 
irndoni JW5.69; 6 T Shier -L.vunteon ,Defi> 
365.&5: 7 Ei*e Hoc*. Cme iMalayi 265.55: 8 
RasrwJ Sid* (Matey) KB. 79: 8 Part Simg-weo 
© Kort 2*58X0: ID India WWa Under.' 2-1 7.65. 
Women: 1 Ye Zhacyin& tCh> 36036; 2 Mia 
Auotna Qndoni 337.65: 3 Gong Zfrcftao iCm 
335.14: 4 Susi Susan (j ilndon) 310.54: 5 C 
Martin iC«enl 304.76: S Zhang Nrng iChi 


Cycling 

Robert Millar is Britain's new full-time 
road racing coach, in Tour de France 
hisror/ the Scot was the only Bnton to 
win a prize category, the red polka dot 
jersey of best climber, and was our best 
finisher with fourth overall in 1984. 

TOUR OF SARDINIA (CagSari. 182Wn| Fkst 
stage (It unlasa etatad): 1 N i.V«n iSrran 
3£dec; 2 E LteC'iij: 3 M Twin: 4 J SuroOa iCs 
Rerw: BM Ltorr 60 SaUuoa. 7 V Oo^nun :Rus'; 
8 F Ccwnna: 9 F Fn?ci 10 S GwoncM an same 
ome. 


ufaenmn' cnampionsruii: 1 Sutar^ 33. 2 AM- 
iut" 'J* 26: 3 Foie ii 


Rugby League 

David Stephenson, the Oldham nooi- 
er. makes his return tonight m the Al- 
liance fixture against Salford, after 
sernng a two-year ban for steroid use. 


277 J5: 7 Wang Chen (OD 275.03: 8 Its 

IS Kon 270.K: 9 him Ji-hyun iS not 


min 


252.48: ID Han Jir^a iChj 242.76. 


Basketball 

NBA: mana 96 Toromo 84; AUama 96 Pon- 
tend 69; Ortando 114 Sacramamo 103: San 
Ammo 64 Oevetand 59: Cfuraga 94 Mas 
92: HoiteMte 112 MuveaoiA 103; Phoeor L17 
MUwauhra lli SeafUe 126 Golden Surt- 99: 
LA Qippers UO Vancouver 1U4 ion. 


Commonwealth Games 

Werrmgrtjn has lodged a bid with the New 
Zealand CXympc Commitiee to i>Kt the 
Games in 2006. Christchurch has also 
signalled its intention to make a bid. 


Cricket 


ICC TROPHY World Cup nunMytog (Kuala 

’ ' to* 8 150 . 


Lumpur): Canada 264 for a 150 mem: 
Namibia 20J (43.2 meis>. Canada won by 
iSOnma. Scotland 221toi 6 i50werti:Horv, 
Kong 134 (40.4 tveffii. Scotland won by B7 
rum. Fiji 111 i4uJ meisi: East and Central 
Afttaa 76 r4J oneisi . Ff wm by 35 run*. Paoua 
New Guinea 219 (nr 4 |5Q ovem: Italy 119 
(48 atom. Papua New Guinea won tar 101 
runs. Israel 88 (3L5 cr^nV Ireland 89 tor 0 
H7.2 oiers'. Inland won by 10 wickets. Dan- 
mark 149 to 9 (50 ovetsi: United Arab Emt- 
ra tes 147 tin 461! oversi. Denmark won by 
one run. 


Football 

Wolves, having failed to persuade Tot- 
tenham to part with Ruel Fo* on loan, 
have offered Read mg £100.000 tor the 
wmger Michael Sites. 

West Bromwich Albion have told Stoke 
that their £400,000 offer (or defend- 
er Paul Raven fails £350.000 short of 
their valuation. 

Graham Turner, sowing to Keep Here- 
ford in the League, has signed his son 
Mark - who recently had mate with Leeds 
- on loan from Telford. 

TRANSFERS: Scott Stamps Tu-quar 

wCwcnestfii II30.000!: fbcinrd Indng nousi 
Mnangnam Fewest » A£«ya«*t <rrw: Mark Pat- 
inraon nnotiekte, i SneA^io unred a S«utr«i->c 
i20a00Pi; tan Stavans itornanJ. Swe^-swr. \i- 
PWmouth H00.0001. 

ESTONIA SQUAD (World Cop qualtftar v Scot- 
land. KBmamock. Satuntayk Ooslveepeni: 
Room iPertft OMini. Kaakna ‘Fiwa rjiknm 
Dafandera. Lemsafai lUaiui. Hohkw-Slnt- 
san IGrs ifam FTomi. NomaiBu Oteah. Meat 
tail Lata) MkUMdara: Ratal, M Rootw. Ate 
Idi Ftorai. Pari, Leetma ibom LeKei Forwards: 
Opar, KnstslvVBimoa. Zetn^iiaA Fiara. Ai- 

baltar 'Ftemi. 

BEIGUM TEAM (World Cup qualifier » Wales, 
CtatSff. Saturday): DeWBde >Sfnnm£ LsSmu; 
DoH lAndertacWj. Da Roovar ibenai. Van Melr 
iLtenai. Smldt (Aniaeipi. ODveira .FwWMi. 
Staatanc (Brnges'. Van dar Efcl 'due Biuiws. 
cftti. Van KarcMiovra iberie'. Lemakia 
ikAweowii. L Mpenza (Mousow. 


Rugby Union 

Rob Fester was yesterday voted chair- 
man of the New Zealand Ruga;. Foot- 
ball Union. Fisher's replacemieni as 
deputy is to be John Spicer. 


Snooker 

EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Teffordi 
Final (praUTytae round: 7 GnftCK fVVaf i br ABu- 
iJen (Ena 1C>-J: S Waaoas iEt*' ti 0 Smaa IS«. 
10-4. d ft*.- rtvan N W Thome lEnp.i iofi a 
H tl-S rEr£i W M Sre.«w (Vrtll 10-7; A HrwT.il 
ton i£n£) w r. Erov-ft'isn iErg) 10-5: L Wta 
rjiw. bt D Ta.ioi >(J in> 10-7: G bon (Sen- w > 
Suatf (N Mi 10-&D McLetan i8col oi 11 Fijuic, 
i Eng, 1 10-9 


Squash 

Tanya Bailey, of Lincolnshire, defeated 
Belgian's him Hannas ?-5. 9-1. 9-4. 
to win the European Under-19 Junior 
Championship in Helsinki, in the bays' 
event. Adam Stevenson, the England 
Ho 2. defeated S-.itrertand s Marco 
Eggenberger m the senn-'iuais before 
losing 7-9 9- J . 9-0. Q-S. in the final 
to Finland's CHii Tuwrunen. 

EQUITABLE LIFE SUPER SERIES Finata iHat- 
ftefdK Harrow group: 5 Parke iEn£. o- c .t en- 
e* 'Eng,! 6-9 10-6 9-7 10-8. P C,*« iAusi N B 
Marun lAuM 6-9 9-t 7-9 10-6 9 > 


s mwmzmz 




m&m 


Tuesday's results 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Firfl Dmoon: 

*.naiuiSJi 1 C- Jo C- Second DnrtMuc 0-cwr 
1 2 .:nu -irv 1 

; ,iAn<r.-.-. 2 J.tximar. 0 Eti--n.v , ttuto dm- 

swn: 2 ->• v/r- 3 C 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD Non hem ftul see- 

end Inc S-_»:‘ayi 0 Cjil-y C- < v; C -2 
CM VAUXHAU CONFERENCE: i-iirur^r l 

1 1 Jrrwi.V >. 2. Aei"-iV lui. 

>.n 1 .V-j-jni z -i.i 1 . SpAMmg Clunenge Cup 
Somk final tcctme lac :.'-a-;k-:«‘ij A Cw-tk — ■? 
1 >li f 1> 

FA 10.1 BRO TROPKi Quann-final mptey: ' 

- ~,r-L ;,i: > 

ICiS LEAGUE Piairaer “vrwon- WKUnt l.i.s 1 
T . in:.n i." ; f. .n •= i 1. tew- .;i t^iron 

-in.T r -. ir 1 -lt-.-c-*:; 0. Odso C-I. 3 Scwies 
i.'.- -y i s Vor-iDrJ \ . adc-v O C-v 
■jhz Ji y C- . o>i ; £i ---i.- 7 Firs Dmsjor jt-kr.in- 
--■-c 0 .cy- L n-ii-t-.i 1- . J 3 SCtfru 

0 i.'^no. n --A-^rarr 2 n Aly, 
AaVs 3 Second DmeJop: 3rf-.r-.-.v f h ''wr’en: 2- 
ErorovaC ?.iA.yO. ■_ '. n -. - r".--. \ D ’:— ."-a 1 Vo-e 
C Pcmsi -Hrrc-V P Le-sesn 1' L^iixiiMcd v 
Ltf-Y* V.-n 1 Til: jr 0 Vm:--. T ' : TWrd Drut- 
tiivu i-cc'>a '? L Njr-.-xc 1 Aeifti-v 

•1 0: Kiioi-w - Ei-i Tnjni> 1 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Prcntar Man: *a.m 

1 L Sl'-t- 1 Linuiri.-i ft — Km«n 

2 Rrs DMSon: ■:.irTr<rO<- ■■ u.-'iro-n-aod? to 1 - 

•Oil T-kT j. Eumn -tfi-ji. i Lt';* 2 
1 : Mj'.'i'i- i fibi.:kiO lu-.i-of-itd 1 ’j.io* wm 
ft V^L--i.?c l 1 1110(111? Till UmFUU Fmrt Dm- 
Son Cup Scaiktaal MCond (og: “S 

IftiKVA SjOU0-.il ,je- :l.v:i";.'i «| 

an * feu' r jam 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Pnxmer Dmun: VMM 

0 Sail--.'-. X. Cnrccfs O* l!oww: Ctai- 
1 Paw v Sur«-. 1 ’.-.n 

"■ Midland DwtSon m ; Siansic *. 

'.la:- MV. - .t Cnn.-irno C 1 P.amt.nn Sfl 

i-mCstr-*:: SiOLkt-.aie 1 “ei:ki--. Twr.1 Pool- 
po n e Or tt. mrjrr. , &->.-«■{ O t i rt.-.r- v> BaMNem 
DmaIoh Fc.-e- Krttcs C r 1 V..v r rm-*01cn- 




JEWSON WESSES LEAGUE: Me.Wi 2 EAI 

Sit.-t.; LonteM) Cup kood-flnita MCond tac R.oe 
1 £>y- jto.tii l .3fc J-J Wunii-ine 7 Tlva-crvii 

' Cf i : • 


INTEHUNk EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE: Bit: 

V. M>" .VL 2 S»ihi 3I 1. feilHiv 4.111?:.: 5 
VcmJ •> tnukEifie, 1 Sinpwrju 1 . i*rxr. 2 3-ne- 

ru’ j. Rxerc i St-iiiii i. v.,uerajiu Kjindaui 

«.ri^r:. o 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Hander DMoJan: Fj-- 

..rlK.ni o NK',Ci ' .i-.a --.ir ft Ld- . 

-y" i-. 1 Mini iji-. 2. fk: «imsnv*i 3 Cite >• 0: To:-— 
X " :-^:n 1 . v.jBoa 1 Ciwc ...mauin 4. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Find Dtvttwn: 
3T artpaw RWN« l Botf* J: Sur^Xft. ,1 2 
i'n.i BJvk ft CTiadisTai i vaj.nid CM 3 C-ai-:r 
r/:~r iro l Arwren Cols 0 :■>? 3 Jia-iiii?. 

T-— J Tioi-ico '( ’AlKOe. 1 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE PromMf H- 
nwwt r, KCIr.A? Ltoji C Lnlpe Cup faurtft 

ipirad JOptoy: nu tna» 2 1 mi 2 . mh 

f— 1 on (Will 

LlHLSPORT UNITED COUNIKS LEAGUE Pimnk* D>- 
viaon: Par Bn 2 BuosiDit J. S:.-PiC (■ «• 

t*?rsO .WCX IteWsupO. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTV LEAGUE JTral DMUnn: 

fid 'CrM Hill 6 Rivmer ’■ h«is« TAC> 1 l\C» 

X-Urjm.-, I l.Mt (iar l Setrfi ] p.^yvei. 4- "'Or 

ii^m ? PprsrJd 1. 

W1NSTOWEAD KENT LEAGUE: Ccnrrcr.O 
nw-’te 0. Cial 2 FArturt 0. Fa.fr.Kam 0 wiet 
>rcn ft Whfl«n.vK> 1 Cnainam 2 
SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Fronde* Dmtelon: ~~r. 

1 tetsdera fi Ci.r’cnafc 0 PMMpim ft Ck-V'/nr. 

3 L' Adel C-fenvaon 1 CiMcratid 0 First DWteWru 
0 B-anJof 5- Bolfiniena ; T>«.r. !: Lome 
0 Cam;- C l Oniiirr- 1 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Lron mV Lmaj- 2 3a. -^r CA 
4 irrer Ck>?1c> C-.rcfl j C.v-njmi n 0'Ni-..i(K7. 

2 Eta™ vd> 2 Rn.i l Cnenuno .1 1: Acidic xi 1 
uans* 'mao l 

PdNTINS LEAGUE Premier DNteMit: L>=m X' 7 k.- 
mei? I -.mil 2 Muicne-wr uid J - ceoiai ft l«.- 
d»ul 3- SHeLmia n,ror:«i 1 BoAm 2 Second 
Divblon: A'mkhuVh CiI.- 3 6u.-rr*r, 1 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Flrct DHMon: 
Odfto L ,- S 1 Sinro.x:i:r. 1_ 

FA YOUTH CUP Quartof-dawt iiw ft w m ft 
FRENOt LEAGUE: Sirara.* Crxrt-; C- XJfc ft 1.1:,- 
p- Wj 4 iEL,l.,,.-*vi ftB. 7ft 74 Si.'n! fift. 
SPANISH CUP Seim-tnur firtt left- Euft 1 
C«iq .r-e:- 0 


Ice hockey 

NHL: Colorado 4 Hanford ft. Pwaat-tovi J r».t 
Jersev 3: Tnmpe Bav 5 Onanva 0: VUislineBn 3 
Si L**» 2: ta*g*v ? «N«sm 2_ 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


98,000 


Pools dividends 

UTTLEWOODS: 24pts £S 23 £JJ4.£i3. 

23 f 7 8E-. 21 12.90. Halt-ttaKE 24pts t&i 3S. 
Four drawa £11.45. Tan hotnei L67-2V Rve 

mays £13.00. 

VERNONS: Tratato dunce: 24ptS £2.011.45. 
23 £50.35. 22 £7.65. Super Shots: £13.85. 
Premier 10: £476 00. 

ZE ITERS: IreUtB chance: 24ptt £869 65. 23 
11230. 22 £1 15. atm away*: 24pts £10 Bft 
Foil bnwK £1600 B0tt heme* 130 00. Fn 
aMAHV £1 j 60 Super 7; £002 0 Lucky rant- 
bone 31 32 24 1 20 21 
HR3TTEMS: TVePJe chance: 24pt» £500.80. 23 
£7.90. 22 £1-05. Foie draws £15 70. Flvo 
awaye: £11 SO. Eight home* £35 45. 


The number of spectators ex- , 
pected for the rugby union in- 
ternational between Australia 
and New Zealand at the Mel- 
bourne Cricket Ground in July. 
It will be the biggest RU crowd 
since 105,000 watched Scot- 
land and Wafas in 1975. 


Rallying 

PORTUGUESE RALLY IRguaha da FodFiMl dqr 
,*ndjnf posdions: 1 1 MahPdn iff 1 - iwaasi* 


Tennis 

UPTON CHAMPIONSHIPS fttoy Bocoync. Flat 
Men's singles (ourlJi round: 1 P Samara' .L'S- 
f V Lr'too s 6 -CP! m T Mt iief oAl/ 1 o' 

A Ccol-tw i SOi 6-1S0 01 

D HTKTv ' €—i •? -: J V ^ 

Pniiippousvs 'mu 1 .' 6-5 '7 — ~ skihj. V 

N Kui:. iS.vci - S 0-3 7 S. S 6<-.ft»-i7. -Se- (f '3 
Eftis 'Aig . 7-6 6-4: H Crwrvr -C*r. PI *•* TdM'ft". 
ii*it6-3w~ Quorlct-flnafc£*-rpr»i !•£..«*• ■ 

rryua » a DotJhlas ipjarter -finals: At iSa- 

nanii .ind E 1 fteaca fit S Si:4r .LuV AFC C 
Su- 'Cl R«" t-2 6-3. S SmcF lT^ aic 6 Cm- 
nek .C-Ift. n: R BtrjJ 1 . 'Sw .-.«i B He, ram .SA. 
6-3 6-2. H J IXivsj*. ."Id S ScnaPc- -FNrrr. V M 
ijMteWi 'be*' 4IU G (V>J. iFn C-7 6-3 7-6 B 
Lead, and > ftw*- 'L'i* ci J- p Ficu-o*. -F- .we ! 
ware >us. 7-e. 6-J T i,-: M r.-wd- 

(0*W- lAuti Bl J N'W iu“3 o R* .Cj Ror 1 7-6 r 
1 Women's stages quoNenflnslH: r.: ■**--, 'US' 
n- 1 Scales iRomi 3-6 6-2 6-3. B Fo.i»' r . 'Aul' t: 
6 TvSLjC -FV. 6-3 6-i Doubles llilrd round: '! 
Arencr tL'S' af>3 M ElCJleeril . 'Je ft- t: A Fte.ii -F'S 
ana M Fbj ■***■ 6-2 6-4. U hyrruib -'J W MnP 
r. ■ JjCk.n. i* MWertVd vviroe>cf arte T W.iruiga- 
kteei <US. 6*2 6-4; S AdXHnvdte '6*" to*? V 
i^vnians .Net" d> E Da-Nsificr* 'US' i.te Nc*tetai' 
£.ft 6-A 6-4. A CxCEt iSA i and A rna^r |6^l fir 
L :te.i3ite .L*i and H Sufctvft -Cj Raw 6-'3 7-b: 
M J Forrjnoe: -•A'S.I one fi' 3 Hra'-i 
,ssd F | ,-ita! »Arii' 6-2 6-0. 

KMG HASSAN I MENS OPEN (Casablanca. Mon 
Smgos firs* ruun*KSfci*i«iM»isiGS(*A-' iF-i 
6-4 6-3. A" Iftata iGcn W E K»r. il>n 6-4 6-2. F 


JSTliN' 2 F LJ» B&i Tfijtra 4:57136.^3 
A SOiA'.vi .to: fiM 4uoe Menus ihi 

fwj 5-Oi-2N 5 t-P Picrmm il.tori fort Klftl?: 
B Wl 5UW iFtel' LWlWWsn. IW 8 ? 

McRftc ipBi •.'WPr.uefn f 13.^-. 9™p*- 
oMhlp st0ndni0C Z MAW6 lEpfcS 2 C Mdtae 

I®, suwu lmysa 13: 3 C &o' r c:Spi rfiro p- 


wi 12. 4 Sth.«s li- 6 *,p bar.- m> Sudju w- 
jmjn ID. H t* swr f&M?' SOttVlj IJBWSlftl" 
r Bums i>36' AfiiaMW '-iir.c-er o F las 6- Mao- 


i-res cju-k ' iFluS C-0 1-6 6-2; A MftCFl iSo'» F. F 
Do... G-i 6-J- G Scftfi!)"- .A*m o' T Ei 
•E/j' 7 -6 6-3: H *4355 iM8h W i MwaotHuf.T &■ 
3 ij-r T £j AvMDW (Mftll O' 0 0m< W: 'U3- 6- 
a 7-6 R firmoTE 'Auji 3i C S-TOOi-c«-. (Sun 
6-7 6-26-2 Second reieKfc V Ftmanoe -Sli K 
<3 tew; ito* - a o utefes, r.rnjrew iryiow: t a 
.are.- lip ' 3! L tows*?'. .Set 2 MlHAa- 'MOT- 

m d ssikti iC; fret" fi-3 6-J . 


I ----- — 


T E. 

AlVlf/i 

im 

II nrHE INUBPENd'eNT MEWS *7 BEPOKTS SEKViCEl 

TRANSFER DEADLINE../ 
! ..SIGNINGS LATESTS^ 

toga !« 




ioe BOG 



1 ASTON VILLA 

iea aii 

MILLWALL 


i RLRMINQHAM 

1S8 049 

NEWCASTLE 



I'TT'ITl 

NORWICH 

168 818 


rm r i 

■ i »j ■ 

■■■T-nri i ■ 



| i 'L'iJLW-.'.id-].i • tom 

■CT-Mitt m 

I . BRENTFORD 


■ -] -1! rr* 

168 822 


— 1 1 1 ,r 1 

■ J. 1. 1 1 - ■ 


iM ill | | ■ 1 1 i 1 MM 




1 . BURNLEY 

nMI 1 1 

PRESTON 

168 65a 

1 K7 J. 1 1 1 1 1 — 

IBS 854 

Q.P.R. 






i CHELSEA 




: C. PALACE 

iea 824 


■ets 

. COVENTRY 

188 817 

SPURS 


DERBY COUNTY 

168 828 

STOKE CITY 


: EVEHTON 

168 805 

SUNDERLAND 

168 827 

: HUDDERSFIELD 

168 861 

SWINDON 

168 831 

| IPSWICH 

188 819 

pi. 1 . !....] •:.! 



168 803 

W.BA 

168 843 

■ LEICESTER 

168 835 

Lvi 

168 B12 

> LIVERPOOL 

168 804 

Ifij lll:fld»%V' KiS'S'-* 

188 826 

! MAN CITY 

168 802 

1 1. 1 1 * I L i] 


, MAN UTD 

168 801 



|| —^.Calls' charged ^at'50p per minute M all times. lMS Leod& 

L SI ALB ,.| 
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Value for money? 

On deadline day, Phil Shaw 
picks the best and worst buys 


sport 
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Henman’s Cup woe 

John Roberts on the British 


No l’s injury, page 31 


Taking the Thames by storm, the 143rd University Boat Race contenders flash past Putney 



Riversiders: The crews of Cambridge (nearest) and Oxford take to the water yesterday in the final rehearsals for Saturday's Boat Race over the 4V* mile course 


Photograph: David Ashdown 
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Football 

TREVOR HAYLETT 

Middlesbrough learned yester- 
day dial they have the manager 
uf the month and the player of 
the month, but not the legal ar- 
gument to win the day. A Foot- 
ball Association appeal board 
threw out their protest against 
the three-point penally imposed 
after they failed to fulfil a fixture 
with Blackburn Rovers. 

‘’Deeply disappointed" at the 
decision to uphold the Premier 
League's punishment of a 
points sanction and £50.1HXJ 
fine. Middlesbrough went away 
to consider whether to lake their 
fight to the High Court, even 
though such action is frowned 
upon by Fifa. the game's world 
governing body, whose slated 
policy is that clubs should nev- 
er go to legal war with their own 
domestic aut horities. 

Middlesbrough had invested 
heavily in George Carman QC, 
the country's most eminent 


barrister, who is reported to 
charge £10, TOO a day, to argue 
that with 23 players either ill, in- 
jured or suspended they could 
not have put out a side at 
Ewood Park on 21 December. 
The dub faxed that information 
to the Premier League 24 hours 
before the match, but did not 
contact Blackburn. 

The Lhrec-man board ruled 
that Boro“were quite capable of 
fielding a team and that the dub 
did not have just cause in can- 
celling the fixture". The breach 
of Rule 19 relating to a club’s 
obligation to fulfil its fixtures 
was, it said, serious. 

Victory at the five-hour hear- 
ing beld at a Heathrow hotel 
would have lifted Middles- 
brough three places to 14th in 
the Premiership table, four 
points above the relegation 
zone. Now, with only seven 
games remaining, their predica- 
ment remains acute. 

‘•Importantly it was accepted 
that the dub acted in good faith 
in very difficult circumstances 


and in what it considered to be 
the best interests of the dab, its 
supporters and the League,” the 
club's solidtor, Simon Led- 
brooke, said. 

The game will now be played 
on 16 April and no restriction 
wifi be placed on either Black- 
bum or Middlesbrough with 
regard to the players they can se- 
lect. Some dubs had aigued that 
Middlesbrough should play 
with the seven first-choice play- 
ers who were fit at the time. 

Confirmation that the pun- 
ishment would stand came just 
hours after the Middlesbrough 
manager. Bryan Robson, heard 
he had been voted the Pre- 
miership's manager of the 
month and his Br azilian mid- 
fielder, Juninho, the player of 
the month, the first time either 
award had gone to the Teesside 
dub. 

Robson left vowing that it 
would not hinder his team’s 
prospects of securing their Pre- 
miership status for next season. 
Bottom just a week ago, they 


had put together four successive 
victories before Monday’s draw 
with Nottingham Forest. They 
have also fought their way to the 
Coca-Cola Cup final and FA 
Cup semi-finals. 

“when I found out about the 
award it was very sweet but we 
are obviously disappointed 

fi&CarBng 

Premiership 

p w » l r *pt* 

MaulAI 3118 9 4 61 33 63 

Umpooi ..... .31 17 9 5 53 26 00 

Aanl, 3216 9 7522857 

WaweiHi 3015 7 8 5936 52 

Aston VH* 3114 8 9 37 27 50 

ClMl— a 311310 851 4449 

Staff Wad 31X213 64137 49 

Mnfdadan 30 12 10 8 42 37 46 

UMtds 33 11 813263441 

Wtonhant 3111 614 38 43 39 

Kataaator 3110 912 37 44 39 

Btodrttttn — 31 8121133 32 38 

Emton .51 9 913 37 45 38 

Darto-— 31 8 11 12 35 47 35 

West Bam 31 8 914 31 41 33 

SandaitHKf _32 . 8 9 15 29 .48 33 

• MMdtaatoo -31 9 814 44 52 32 
Notts Forest -33 61314 28 49 31 

Camay 32 6 12 14 27 46 30 

SoM toan stoa-31 6 916395127 

• MMdfes&nutfj aeOuassa tome points 


about toe result of the appeal,” 
Robson said. 

The board comprised Geof- 
frey Thompson, chairman of 
the FA!s disciplinary committee, 
Barry Bright, toe committee’s 
vice chairman, and Frank Patti- 
son of the Durham FA. It heard 
argument from Blackburn that 
they should be given the game, 
but decided that was neither 
practical nor appropriate. It also 
ordered Middlesbrough to pay 
the costs of both the Premier 
League and the appeal board. 

It was a rare defeat for Car- 
man, whose grateful clients in- 
clude toe former Liberal leader 
Jeremy Thorpe, Elton John 
and the Pakistan cricket captain 
Imran Khan. “Obviously Tm 
disappointed and we will have 
to consider toe impact of this 
decision." Carman said. 

The verdict angered Boro 
fans. “Middlesbrough would 
have had to throw in six or sev- 
en kids and that would not 
have been fair on supporters 
who pay good money to watch 


Dalglish spends £2.5m on Hamilton 


ALAN NIXON 


Kenny Dalglish, toe Newcastle 
United manager, is spending 
£22>rn on the 20-year-old Brad- 
ford City player, Des Hamilton. 
The right-sided wing back is 
Dalglish's first major signing for 
toe Tyneside rs. 

Dalglish, who saw off a rival 
bid by Middlesbrough, has 
spent 'all of the club's current 
transfer fund on the prospect. 
Hamilton will be sacrificed by 
the First Division outfit de- 
spite their precarious position 
in relegation zone as toe sum 
proved too enticing 

However. Hamilton has been 
put of the Bradford team with 
an injury for a month but he will 
be available to play after the 
weekend and is likclv to 


go straight into Dalglish’s side. 

Hamilton's agent was final- 
ising terms on Tyneside yester- 
day. but there should be no 
last-minute problems to block 
the deadline-day transfer. 

Although Hamilton's arrival 
raises questions over the future 
of Warren Barton, the versatile 
former Wimbledon player has 
also been playing in midfield as 
the Newcastle squad is deplet- 
ed by injuries. 

Dalglish, who is in Spain 
playing golf with his team, has 
also lincd-up the signing of the 
promising Icelandic player 
Bjumi Gudjonsson, the sub- 
ject of interest from Liverpool 
and Rangers. 

Meanwhile, the Bradford 
manager, Chris Kamara, is try- 
ing to spend his money quick- 
ly. He is setting up deals for toe 


Swedish midfielder Jan Jansson 
and toe Notts County right-back 
Chris Wilder. 

Manchester City's Steve 
Lomas has turned down a 
£2-3 m transfer to West Ham - 
and a five year contract worth 
around £l_5in. The Northern 
Ireland midfielder rejected the 
move to Upton Park after talks 
with the West Ham chief exec- 
utive. Biter Storey, and flew off 
instead to join Bryan Hamilton’s 
World Cup squad. 

Lomas is prepared to wait un- 
til his contract at City runs out 
in 15 months' time, when he can 
leave on a free transfer. It is toe 
second major move that Lomas 
has rejected this season. He also 
turned down a move to Wim- 
bledon at the start of toe cam- 
paign. 

His Citv team-mate, the 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No 3257. ThniMbt 27 March 



Tuesday’s Solution 


, 111 U Si U til 13 . 

laaoH tanuamauHiuH 

Id U U O U Ll U 
iiMPHia roHBi nBHiauH 
iu a m h m u 
lUUUUUU HQQQQHBB 
a a m m & 
uEjmsnDtoidtJUiauu 
13 H 0 □ U 
lUUHEHifBHIS ffi/aOHOI 2 
u u tii la a a 
laasaniaia dehsqbdbe 
s a 13 a a a ia 
[uuuumLiutdfliu mi maul 

13 □ El BUB 


i ACROSS 

| i Trouble makins tricks? 
i -IS) 

| 0 - Better bridge player 
! gets the point f4) 

[ 9 Second, second in a 
I race -just (14) 

1 10 Hint from Member 

j voiced jn German (7) 

! 11 Murine creature 
j washed up ashore in 
| Kent? {$) 
j 12 Box lug. clip one (fr) 

I 13 Rainfall saga ruined 
! honeymoon venue (7.5) 
j 16 Got fired? On the con- 
! traiy (12) 

S 19 Fundamental origin of 

• Triassic rock (6j " 

• -0 Consumers' Associa- 

tion? (8) 


22 'D', in exam, stands (7) 

23 With it, leader will ap- 
pear to motivate (6) 

24 Reduced imperial sup- 
port (4) 

25 Talking about Left's tar- 
setina (8) 

" DOWN 

2 One forward in row's 
up-ended in game (S) 

3 i.c.. group embraced hv 
church (5) 

4 Make painter re-tint to 
cover old gloss (14) 

5 Tree structure's good, 
planted in March with a 
touch of fertiliser? (3-4) 

b Party forces out in 
groups (9) 

7 Fellow salesman set up 
drink (6) 



S Figure out? { 14) 

14 Endlessly gloomy 
depths engulfing Eng- 
lish soldier (9) 

15 Cunied mince. Pam's 
Indian food (S) 

17 It's enough to get one 
down(7f 

18 Sheet of holy writ ab- 
sorbed by chap (6) 

21 Ukethe"drink?(5) 


winger Peter Beagrie, is want- 
ed by promotion-chasing Bum- 
ley on loan for the rest of the 
season. 

Mart Poom, toe Estonian 
goalkeeper, was given another 
chance to make it in English 
football when Derby signed 
him for £500,000 from Flora 
Tallinn. The 6ft 4in 25-year-old 
was one of three signings by 
manager Jim Smith, who also 
completed toe capture of toe 
Costa Rican pair Paulo Wan- 
chope and Mauricio Solis in a 
joint £12m deal from CS Here- 
diano over three years. 

Smith signed Poom when he 
was manager at Portsmouth 
and is reunited with the giant 
keeper, who is still studying eeo- 
nomics at university. Poom 
made only four League ap- 
pearances for Portsmouth be- 
fore he was released but Smith 
said: “I asked the Scotland 
goalkeeping coach, .Alan Hod- 
kinson. to have a look at him 
when they played Estonia in 
Monaco and hu advice was to 
sign him straight away." 

Poom. who has won 49 in- 
ternational caps, will make his 
debut for Derby at Old Trafford 
on 5 April. 

Sunderland have signed toe 
former England goalkeeper 
Chris Woods unto the end of 


toe season. Woods played for 
Southampton earlier in toe 
campaign but broke a leg after 
a four-month loan spell, play- 
ing only six matches. Sunder- 
land nave picked up the 
registration of the 37-year-old 
from toe US Soccer Federation 
to provide cover for Lionel 
Perez. 

Arsenal have denied they 
are planning to buy the French 
international striker Ibrahim Ba 
from Bordeaux. The 1 French 
daily sports newspaper VEquipe 
claimed toe London dub was 
ready to pay 35 million francs 
(£4m). An' Arsenal spokes- 
woman dismissed the report as 
“paper speculation". 

Gerry Sweeney has declared 
his interest in succeeding Joe 
Jordan as manager at Bristol 
City. After leading the club to 
a 2-1 win at Crewe on Tuesday 
night, the 51 -year-old caretak- 
er manager said: “If I was of- 
fered the job I would be happy 
to take it on." 

■ Tony Adams, Ian Walker 
and Gary Neville lost night 
pulled out of the England 
squad to play Mexico at Wem- 
bley on Saturday. The three 
players arc injured and toe 
withdrawals increases pressure 
on toe England coacn, Glenn 
Hodd/c. 


good football," Simon Bolton, 
the Middlesbrough supporters" 
dub seoetaiy, said “Neither toe 
fans, nor toe players had done 
anything wrong. A fine would 
have been sufficient”, . 

There was sympathy and re- 
lief from Harry Redknappi the 
manager of West Ham, one of 
Middlesbrough’s fellow rele- 
gation candidates. “I feel sorry 
for Bryan Robson, but at toe 
same time we are all. selfish and, 
let's be honest, everyone is only 
interested in their own team. 

‘‘Every manager in toe bot- 
tom seven apart from Bryan will 
be saying ‘that’s a good result’. 
Td be a hypocrite and a liar if 
I said I was disappointed." . 

Jim Smith supported the 
board. “I cannot believe that a 
professional dub cannot turn 
out a team and I think toe de- 
cision to takeaway three points 
was correct," the Derby Coun- 
ty manager said. ‘Tf a team in 
the Sunday morning league 
had acted like that, they would ■ 
have been thrown ouL" ' 

Portugal’s 
coach felled 
by irate player 

Glenn Hbckfle may think he has 
problems as he prepares for 
Saturday’s international against 
Mexico - but at least the Eng- 
land coach has not had to suf- 
fer the indignity of his 
Portuguese counterpart, who 
was felled yesterday by a play- 
er angered by his exclusion 
from the national squad. 

Artur Jorge was. knocked to 
the ground by the Sporting Lis- 
bon striker, Ricardo Sa Pinto. 
Witnesses said that Sa Pinto 
turned up at the Sporting train- 
ing ground, where the national 
team was preparing for Satur- 
day’s World Cup qualifier in 
Northern Ireland, and de- 
manded to speak to the coach. 

Carlos Moia, a director of 
Benfica, who was present at the 
ground, said thatSa Pinto then j 
struck Jorge, knocking him ; 
down. Jorge, who appeared un- ! 
hurt in the attack, said later that 
the incident would have-no ef- 
fect on the preparation of toe 
team. The exclusion of the 
volatile Sa Pinto was one of toe 
surprises in the 20-man squad 
named by Jorge for the game. 

No reason was given for the 
decision to drop the striker, who 
has played 21 times for Portu- 
gal, but press reports have spo- 
ken of disciplinary problems. 


Brain scans for boxers 


Boxing 


All professional boxers in 
Britain will have to undergo an 
annual brain scan before they 
are allowed to fight, the British 
Boxing Board of Control an- 
nounced yesterday. 

The revolutionary scheme 
designed to improve fighters’ 
safety begins on Monday, and 
a trust fund has been set up by 
the Board to implement toe 
scheme. 

The MRI (Magnetic Reso- 
nance Imaging) scans will be 
carried out at eight country- 
wide centres. Belfast, Bristol, 
Birmingham. Cardiff, Glasgow. 
London. Manchester and New- 
castle. with the results sent to 
be analysed at the London 
Imaging Centre. 

Promoter Frank Warren, 
whose financial contribution 
has helped to set the fund in 
motion, first suggested the 
new safety measure following 
the tragic death of Scuuish 


bantamweight James Murray 
after his British title fight with 
Drew Docherty in October 
1995. 

Warren said yesterday: “Box- 
ing is finally’ looking after their 
own and, hopefully, th is will be 
followed by the rest of the 
world." 

The Board have asked oth- 
er promoters to generate funds, 
and general secretary John 
Morris said: “Hie sport must 
help itself and get off their 
backsides. Hopefully, major 
promoters will stage shows to 
boost toe trust fond." 

The scans, which initially 
cost £500, can now be obtained 
for £250, and the Board, are 
willing to loan new profession- 
als £150 towards the total to be 
repaid at £50 for each of their 
first three fights. 

Morris said that ont of UXJ0 
licensed boxers in Great Britain, 
350 are actively engaged, and 
there is sufficient cash to run the 
scheme for a year. 

Morris added that the ABA,- 


amateur boxing’s ruling body, 
has also been approached. “I 
hope we will come up with a for- 
mula to make it work," he said. 

The Board's chairman Leo 
“Nipper* Read sakt “This in- 
troduction of annual 'scanning 
is very important but stfll obly 
a step along toe way. 

“We can never make a risk i 
sport entirely- safe, we mnst 
watch ever increasing costs that 
burden' boxers, fforwe must al- 
ways listen to advice .an safety- 
in the ring." ; ■ 

Warren, who promotes more • 
than 75 fighters, added: 'Tor 
some of toe young boxers who 
have just turned professional, it 
is hard for. them to earn a liv- 
ing whilst trying to put all their 
efforts .into their bining ca- - 
rcer. ' 

"I hope that I will-be able to 
help them by contributing to \ 
the scan fund. A sum . of £100 i 
will be paid towards every pro- ' 
fessional boxer's MRI scan 
from to e.moriey I .have dbaot- . 



Bryan Robson after yesterday^ verdict Photograph: AUsp.'t 

Royle’s double deal 

Everton plan to complete the more of a surprise. The right- 
surprise double signing of two sided defender can play at foil- 
Norwegians, Tore Andre Flo back or centre -half but has a bad . 
and Claus Eftevaag, m a £3m back. He had to limp out of l 
deal today, writes Alan Nixon. Braun's European Cup-Win- S 
. Joe : Royle, the manager; . tiers’ Cup defeat by Liverpool • 
agreed an improved offer with last week when his coach de- 
SK Braun of Bergen for toe scribed him as “an old tnan".^ 
pair, and they are expected in ■ Fifa, football's world gt^. ' 
Merseyside tins mpniingtp set- erning body, confirmed yester- 
tle personal terms. day that it was extending toe 

The arrival of Fid, a striker, Bosnian ruling on free transfers, 
wfllraise questions about Dun- The decision means oui-of- 
can Ferguson’s tong-term future contract players from non- 
at Goodison 'Park, although European Union countries will 
the Scot i$ unlikely to be sold have the same freedom of 
before the end of the season. ' movement granted to their EU 
Rbyle’s move for Eftevaag is counterparts. 


Today, big 
companies build 


ovi Windows NT. 



MovseNT is the leading integrator of 
Windows NT applications. 

. Morse has helped many companies to t • 

- move thefr data and applications to NT. 

We can build complete.Qracle enterprise . 
solutions based on Compaq Profent : 
systems. And we can integrate these 
'• wjtii' secured high 'performance storage 
. .arkf back-up solutions; 

, .> Welj gaffly demonstrate this . to you in . 
otir Awjfidations Centre; dr arrange fora 
conaiitant foviatyou.PfeasecaBus. 
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